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- JIMPEKTOPA
N CIYXXKUTEJUTE
HA UHCTUTYTA [10
EKCIEPUMEHTAJIHA
MOPOOJIOTUS, MATONOI NS U
AHTPOIOJOIUS C MY3EH ITPU BAH

Ilo30pagumenen adpec

YBAXAEMU KOJIETU

3a MeH yJ1O0BOJICTBME W NPHATHO 3bAbiDKeHUe jJa Bu nosapaes or
uMeTo Ha PpxoBoAcTBOTO Ha bbiirapcka akaaeMust Ha HAyKMTE U JIMYHO OT
cBoe uMe, no ciayuai 60-roguiHus 6unei Ha Baust MHCTHTYT.

MHCTUTYTBT NO  eKcnepuMeHTaiHa MOpQOSI0Ius, T[aTolnorus |
AHTPONIONOTUst ¢ My3ei uMa §orata UCTOPHS W TPAIMUMH, YHMIITO KOpEeHU ce
KPHAT B cpelaTa Ha MHHanus BeK. HeroBute OCHOBM €@ MOJI0KEHH CbC
cb3AaBaHeTo Ha MHCTUTYTMTE MO eKcnepHMeHTalHd MeJHlMHA M [0
eKCNepUMEeHTAIHA BETePUHAPHa MEAHLIHHE, YMHTO NPaBOIPHEMHHK [HEC €
Bauins uHeTHTYT. TyK € MACTOTO a M3passi HalleTo ToJSMOTO YBaKEHHUE W
MIOYMT KbM JIEJI0TO HA OCHOBATENMTE HAa MHCTUTYTa — AKald. AceH AceHoB
Xamxnonoe U Axan. Keenogont HMBarOB, H3TBKHATH W IPH3HATH YYEHH B
obs1acTTa Ha eKcliepuMeHTanHaTa MOpOa0r s U MaToaorHsITa.

IecTaeceT roauHu ca efHOBPEMEHHO MHOTO M MaIKO Bpeme 3a
€IHH HHCTUTYT. MHOro ca oT Brbla Ha PETPOCNEKTHBHUS aHaIW3 Ha
MOCTUrHATHTE PE3YJITATH, MAJIKO €a OT [JIe[Ha TOYKa Ha MPeACTOSIHUTE
MpOTPaMH, amMOuLHK " NEPCIEKTHRH. Bbrpeku MHOFOTO
npeanssukaresicTsa Ha Bpemeto, UEMITAM gunaru e 6un aBTOpUTETHA
Hay4yHa  MHCTHTYLMf, KOATO  H3BBPUIBA  CbBpPEMEHHAa  HAy4HO-
M3CeNoBaTeNICKAa M eKcnepTHa JeHHocT B 00nacTTa Ha KJIeThYHATa
MopdosiorHsl M NATONOFHA, | QHTpOTONIOTUATA U My3eHHOTO Jemno.
Hauuonanuuat antpononorudes Myseli e JOCTOSH nasures Ha



HalMOHANHATA MaMeT | uaeHTuuyHocT. OcHOBaHHWE 3a TOPHOCT U
YIOBJIETBOPEHUE ca He caMo Bairire BUCOKH Hay4HH MOCTHXXEHHS, HO U
NPUIOKEHHETO MM B MEAHIMHCKATA W BeTEPUHAPHO-MEAHLHMHCKATA
NpaKTHKa, B OHoTexHoNOruuTe 1 6u3Heca.

PrrxoBoactBoro Ha BAH BHCOKO oueHsBa moctursaToTo oT Bac u
Bu noxenasa 37ipaBe, yCTiex, NON30TBOpHA paboTa, HOBU NEPCIIEKTHBY U
3aBOEBAHUS.

C YBAXKEHUE,

NMPEACE/JATE:

/akan. Credan Bopern 69}3/
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Editorial

JTOKJIA ]
60 romnan UEMITAM

WHCTHTYTBT 1O ekcriepuMeHTanHa MOPGONOrHs, TTaTOJOTHS U AHTPOIOIOTHS ¢ My3ei
(MEMITAM) e cp3nanen Ha 1 ronu 2010 r., kato npueMHMK Ha MIHCTUTYTA IO eKCepu-
MEHTalIHa MOP(OJIOTUs U aHTPONOOTHUS ¢ My3el W MHCTHTYTA IO eKCITepHMEHTAITHA
NaToNOTHsl M MapasuTonorus. 3aj Ta3u Onm3ka gata obade ce Kpue 6orara UCTOPHS,
3a104Haza oule B cpefaTa Ha MUHAIHUA BEK, KOTaTo B JIBE ITOCIEOBATEIHN TOJAUHH ca
ocHoBauM MHCTUTYTBT 110 excniepuMenTanna meaununa (MEM, 1947 r.) u Uactuty bt
[I0 eKCIIEpUMEHTaIHa BeTepuHapHa Meauimaa (MEBM, 1948 ). 3agaunTe Ha jaBara
ObpBH OMOMEIMIIMHCKM HHCTUTYTA € Ja pa3paboTBaT aKTyalHH BBIPOCH U Ja MOAIO-
Marar KJIMHH4YHaTa U BeTepUHApHO-MeIULMHCKa pakThka. He cinen nparo mpes 1953 .
Ha ocHoBara Ha CeKlus 110 XUCTOIOTUS 1 eMOpuosorus KbM MHCTHTYTA IO eKcriepH-
MEHTAJIHa MEIULIMHA € yupeaeH MHCTUTYTHT o Mopdosaorus, YuaTo 3a]a4a e J1a pa-
6oty BBPXY IpolemMu B obsacTTa Ha MopdosorusTa u antponosnorusaTa. [Ipes 1986 T.
TOH € nmpeumMeHyBaH B MHCTUTYT no kneThuHa 6Guonorus u Mopdostorus. [Ipes 1995 r.
cnen BaMBaHe Ha MHCTHTYyTaTa 32 M3yuaBaHe Ha MO3bKa U Ha LlenTpanHara nabopato-
pHs 10 pereHepanust ce ch3znaBa MHCTUTYTHT 1O excriepuMeHTaaHa MOP(OIOrus U aH-
TPOIIOJIOTHS, [TO-KBCHO NIPEUMEHYBAH B IHCTUTYT MO ekcriepuMeHTanHa MophoIorus
Y aHTpomoJIorus ¢ My3sei npe3 2006 . Yenopenro ¢ Toa 1o cBosi ibT Beper 1 NEBM,
KolTo mpe3 1964 r. ce npeBpblIa B THCTUTYT MO CpaBHUTENHA MATOJIOTHS Ha XKUBOT-
HuTe, a nipe3 1973 . — B UHcTuTyT N0 06112 ¥ cpaBuutenHa narojorus (MOCIT). [pe3
1994 r. o6eaunennero Ha MOCII u MHCTUTYTA 110 MTapa3sHUTONOTHS BOIH [0 MOABaTa Ha
HHcTuTyTa N0 €KCIepUMEeHTasIHa MAaToNOTHs U MapasuTonorus. [IbpBUTE TUPEKTOPH
CbOTBETHO Ha MHcuTyTa 1o Mopdonorus U MHCTHTYTa O CpaBHUTENIHA HATOJIOTHS
ca akal. AceH MBanoB Xamxuoinos, n akag. Kcenodour VBaHOB, YHHUTO FOJUITHUHH
yecTBaMe B Hactosmara 2013 roqunaa — 110 rogunu ot poxkaeHneTo Ha akan. AceH U.
Xamxnonos ¥ 115 ronunn ot poxkaeHuero Ha akaa. Kcedodount Mpanos. Ipes roquu-
Te qupextopu Ha MHcTuTyTa 110 Mopdonorus ca 6unu akaa. Acen MBaHoB XamkuoaoB
u 11po. Msan I'opanos, Ha MHCTHTYTA 110 KieThYHA GHOIOTHA H MOP(OIOTHS — aKa.
Acen AcenoB XaIknosos 1 wi.-kop. Mopnan Mopaanos, Ha MiHCTHYTa 1O eKcIepH-
MaHTaJIHa MOp(ooTrus U aHTpornonorus — wi.-kop. Mopman Hopranos. Llentpanuara
Jaboparopusl O PereHepanus ce € ppkoBozena ot wi.-kop. I'eopru I'eirs60B 1 npod.
Credan Mano10B, a THCTHTYTBT 3a M3y4yaBaHe Ha MO3bKa — OT nipod. JTroamun [uios



u npod. Buona Bypuesa. upexkropu na UHcTrTyTa 110 00111a ¥ CPaBHUTEIHA [1ATONO-
rust 1 METIII ca Ounu akan. 3axapu MnageHos, npod. Hukona Cotupos, wi.-kop. Onra
Mosnsxosa, npod. Unapuon Auues, mou. Ceetocnas MpaHoB U npod. Mmust bankos.
OcHogaren Ha llenTpanHara gabopatopus MO XeJIMHHTOJNOTHS mipe3 1954 1. e mpod.
KoncranTrH Maros, KOATO B ITOCIIE/ICTBHE ¢€ PHKOBOIHU OT akajl. Vsan Bacusies u uit.-
kop. Onra ITonsikoga.

BkiitoueH B HarpasiieHue ,,buoMenuIiMHa U KauecTBO Ha KUBOT™, jgHec UHCTUTY-
TBT 10 EKCHEPUMEHTaHa MOPGOJIOrHs, IATONOTHS U aHTpoIonorus ¢ Myseii-BAH ce
Oo4epTaBa KaTo yHUKaJIeH MO CBOSITA TEMaTUKa MHCTHTYT, B KOUTO Ce NMPOBEXKIAT KOM-
IVIEKCHU (DYHIAMEHTAJIHU U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHH M3CITE/IBAHHS B 001acTTa HA XyMaHHATa
Y BeTEpPUHApHAaTa MEIULMHA, B TOBA YHCI0 MOP(OIIOrus, KIEThYHa OHOJOrUsl, TaToJI0-
THsl X1 aHTPOMOJIOTHs, UMAIM ChIUECTBEHA PO MPH PELIIABAHC HA BAXKHU 37IPABHH U
JaeMorpadcku npooaeMu.

B obnactra Ha ekcriepuMeHTanHata MOPHOIOrUs U NaTONOTHs C€ MPOBEKIAT U3-
Cclie/IBaHMS 3a U3SACHABAHE Ha MaToreHe3ara Ha COLUAIHO-3HAauuMU 3a00/1sIBaHMsI- Jlere-
HEPATUBHHU, PAKOBY, ABTOMMYHHH 3a0onsBanus v HHPepTuauteT. C BaXKHO KIMHUYHO
3HayeHUe € UAeHTUhHULHUpaHeTo Ha GroMapKepH 1 pa3paboTBaHe HA MHOBAaTHBHU MOA-
XOIY ¥ METOIM, IPUICKUMU B THAarHOCTHKATa Ha Te3u 3a0ossanus. OT 3HaUeHHE 3a
BeTepHHAapHaTa Me/IMIIMHA ca JIeHOCTUTe 110 Obp3aTta HaeHTU(UKALIMS B XapaKTepU3H-
paHe Ha HOBOBB3HUKHAIIM aKTyaJHU OOJIECTH IO )KMBOTHHUTE OT 3apa3HO U NMapa3sUTHO
€CTEeCTBO, KOUTO €a ChIPOBOACHHU C FOJIEMH CTOMAHCKH 3ary0u.

Ot dyHIaMeHTaIHO 3HaUeHHE Ca H3C/IE/IBAHUSITA BHPXY KICTHYHUTE ¥ MOJICKYIISIP-
HW MEXaHWU3MU Ha JIeHCTBHE HA EHNOTCHHU U €K30I€HHU QaKTopu (HU3HYHU, XUMUUHU
areHTH, XOPMOHH M LIMTOKHHU) BbPXy HEPBHATa, MOJIOBaTa U KpBhBHATA ThKaH. U3y4a-
Bar c€ MOJEKYISIPHO-TEHETHYHHUTE MEXaHH3MH Ha KaHlleporeHe3ara, MeXxaHn3MHTe Ha
UMYHHHS OTTOBOP B HOPMa U MATOJIOTHSI, CJIOKHHUTE MEXaHM3MH Ha B3aUMOJCHCTBHE HA
CHCTEMATa NMapazuT-roCTONPHEMHHUK, KATO OHOWHAUKATOP 3@ aKTYyaJlHOTO ChCTOSHHUE Ha
OKOJIHATa cpena.

B unCcTHTYTa Ca U30IMPaHM HIKOJIKO OPUTHHATIHU OHKOTEHHU PETPOBHPYCHH 1La-
MOBE — KaTo pe3yJITar OT IbJITOorofuiiiHa paboTta BppXy npobaemMa 3a JieBkosa no 6o3aii-
HHLHM ¥ NTHIY U TAXHATa YHUKAJIHOCT € MOTBbP/EHa OT YY)KACCTPaHHH J1abopaTopuu.
Cp3aaleHH ca KIEThYHH JIMHUM C MOTEHIMATHO MPUIOKEHHE B OMOTEXHOJIOTMYHATA
MPOMUILIEHOCT — 3a TECTBaHe Ha GHOoMNpernaparu U JieKapcTBEHH cpeacTsa. PazpadoreH
€ KOMIUIEKCEH MO/IX0/ 3a OLieHKa 6e3BpeIHOCTTA Ha XUMHYHU Che/INHEHHUS JIEKapCTBe-
HU CPEACTBA, XpaHHU M OMOJIOTHYHO aKTUBHHU BEILECTBA ¢ IPHPOAEH MPOU3XO.

B obnactra Ha MeAMIIMHCKATA Mapa3UTONIOTHsI CE H3BBPILIBAT KOMIJICKCHHU U3CTIe -
BaHUsI BbPXY CIHHIECMHOJIOTHATA, MaTOreHe3aTa, UMYHUTETa, KIHHUYHUTE MPOSBU U
JUArHOCTUKAKA HA Mapa3uTO3U MpHU JOMAIIHU U JUBH KUBOTHH. OCOOEHO MACTO ce
OTJelsl Ha TPUXKHEN03aTa — e1Ha OT Hal-pa3npoCcTpaHeHUTE ONacHU 300HO3U. Pazpa-
0OTBaT Ce M Ce M3IUTBAT HOBH METO/U U CPE/ICTBA 33 IPOQUIAKTH, TEpANUS U KOHTPOI
Ha Mapa3uTo3u, B T.4 CbBPEMEHHH BUCOKOE()EKTHBHU MPOTUBONAPA3UTHH CPEICTBA.

B o6nactra Ha MakpoMopdoIoTHsTa, KAKBATO € aHTPOMOJNIOTHATA Ce MPOBeXAaT
MaIabHU M3CIeNBHUS HAa CHBPEMEHHOTO Hacesienue Ha PeryOmuka Bwiarapus u Ha
XHUBSUIUTE B MUHAIOTO XOpa MO HAIIKUTE 3eMH. YCMENIHO ¢ peanusupaHa Harpmonan-
Hara nporpaMa ,,AHTPOIIOJOTHYHA XapaKTepHCTHKA Ha OBJITapCKUsl HApOJ B Kpasi Ha
XX Bek. B obnactra Ha ¢u3ndeckara aHTPOMOIOr|s 3¢ U3BbPIIBAT Mall[abHU aHTPO-
MIOMETPUYHH U3CJIC/IBHUSI HA JKUBOTO HAcelicHHMEe Ha bwirapus, ¢ omien Ha 3apaBo-
CIIOBHOTO MY CBCTOSIHMUE W TPYJAOB noTeHUuan. [IpenocTaBar ce aHTpONOMETPHYHU
HOPMAaTHBH 32 (PU3NYECKOTO PA3BUTHE Ha Jella U MOAPACTBALIH, KOETO € 0COOEHO ak-
TyaJlHO JHEC, OT IJiefHa TOYKa Ha MpoOfieMa ChC 3aTbCTIBAHETO B PaHHA BH3PACT.
PazpaboTBar ce aHTPONMOMETPHYHM MapKepH 3a JMArHOCTUKA Ha Pa3jiMuHu 3a0o0is-



BaHMA. B NMPUIIOXKEH acleKT ce MpeloCTaBAT JAaHHM OT 3HAYCHUE 33 OPTONEAUATA M
TpaBMaTOIOTUATA.

XapakTepH3HpaHe Ha aHTPONOreHETHYHATA HIICHTHYHOCT Ha ObJrapuTe B MHHA-
JIOTO U JHEC € MOCTBT MEXy aHTPOIIOIOrHsTa Ha HUBOTO HACEIIEHHE U MaJCOaHTPO-
IIOJIOTUATa. AHTPONOTeHETHYHATA XapaKTepUCTHKA Ha ObJArapure, 00eKT Ha MEIMUEH
UHTEpEC, TIPEJ0CTaBs TEHETHYHH JOKA3aTeNICTBa 38 Pa3BUTUETO Ha OBJITapCKHs, PECIL.
€BponeicKkys TeHohOH T B BOTIOIMATA.

Hauunonanuusar anrpononoruye Myszed (HAM) e yHukanHa HaydHa, KyNTypHa U
obpaszoBareHa HHCTUTYLMS, OTKPUT npe3 2007 1. Ha OCHOBATa Ha TIOCTOAHHATA aHTPO-
TIOJIOTMYHA €K31103ULMS , JOBEKBT B MUHAIOTO ch3AaneHa npe3 1997 r. Mysest npe-
CTaBsl OPUIMHAIIHU IUIACTHMYHH PEKOHCTPYKIMH Ha TlaBara I10 uepena Ha OelekKUTH
OBbArapu ¥ OPHTHHATIHHI €KCIIOHATH, PE3YNTAT OT JBJITOTOAMIIHN H3CIEIBAHUS HA KOCT-
HHU OCTAHKH, HAMEPEHH IIPY apXEOIOrMUECKY PA3KOIKy B HaiaTa cTpana. IvTyBamusr
BapuaHT Ha HAM rocryBa B perHOHaJTHHTE ME3YH B CTpaHATa KaTO MOIyIApU3Npa H
CBbXpaHABa HAL[HOHAJIHOTO HACJIEJACTBO U YTRbPXKIaBa My3€HHOTO €10,

KakTo cTaBa sicHO OT U3HOXKEHOTO JI0 TYK HAyYHO-HU3C/IeI0BaTeICcKaTa podnemMa-
Tuka Ha UEMIIAM e B ChOTBETCTBHE C HAIIMOHATHHUTE W €BPONCHCKH MPHOPUTETH
— ,,3ApaBe”, ,,0€30MacTHOCT Ha XpaHH", ,,0KOJIHA Cpeaa‘, ,,KyATYPHO-HCTOPHUYECKO Ha-
creacrso®. Temarrukara € B Ch3ByUYHE ChC CTpATerHYECKUTE HANPABAEHUS U QYHKIHO-
HaJHH pHopuTeTH Ha BAH:

1. ,HAYKATA — OCHOBHA JABUT'ATEJIHA CUJIA 3A PABBUTHUE HA HA-

HUOHAJIHATA MKOHOMUWKA U OBILIECTBO, BASUPAHU HA 3HA-
HWA*

2. ,,HAVUEH IIOTEHIUAJI 1 U3CJIEAOBATEJICKA MHO®PACTPYKTYPA
—YACT OT EBPOIIEMCKOTO U3CITEJOBATEJICKO ITPOCTPAHCTBO*
—IIporpama 2.3. , KadecTBo Ha )HBOTA U MHTEPAUCIUIIIMHAPHH HU3CHEABAHUS
Ha YOBEKa W JKuBaTa rpupoga‘

3. ,,HAIIMOHAJIHATA MAEHTHUYHOCT W KVJITYPHOTO PA3HOOBPA-
3UE B EBPOINIA U CBETA® — Ilporpama 3.2. ,Mcropust Ha ObJirapcknte
3eMH, bbarapus u Obpnrapure™

Juec HayyHO-H3ciefoBareickaTa AeiHOCT B MHcTuTyTa € opranusupana B 4
cexuuu — ,,Excnepumenrtanna mopdonorus®, ,Iarorsorus®, ,,[lapasuronorus” ,,Au-
Tpononorus ¢ HAM®. B HHcTutyTa padorar 90 yueHH u CIIENMAIUCTH C BUCIIE 00-
pa3oBaHue, OT KOUTO 6 mpodecopH, 18 nouentu, 16 ri. acuctentn u 19 acucreHTy.
JlokTopu Ha HaykuTe ca 5 u 36 yueHu ca ¢ oOpa3oBaresHaTa  HayYHa CTEIEH ,,JOK-
Top*. My1aguTe y4eHH U cllennaducTH ca 6au3o 40 %. B yciaosus Ha pHUHAHCOBA
kpu3a 3a BAH v Hayunute n3cnensanus B boarapus UEMITAM ce passuBa ycnenHo
Mpe3 MOCIEHUTE TPU FOJUHM, C HApacTBalla HayyHa MPOAYKLHUS, 3alUTEHH JUCEp-
TallUH M KapUEPHO H3pacTBaHe. B To3M nepuon ca mybmukysBanu Haa 500 cratuu u
ca orbems3anu 6au30 800 umtupanus. 3ammureHd ca 15 mokTopcku Te3n. HaydHo-
U3ciiel0BaTelCcKaTa JeHHOCT 3a NOCIE/HUTE 3 TOAUHU € pUHAHCHUpaHa 110 JIMHUS Ha
EC - 3 npoexra no OIl ,Hosewiku pecypcu — 2 npoexra, ot HOHU — 30 mpoekra, ot
qyxaecTpaHHU JoroBopH — 13 B T.u 8 no EBP. Yenemrno mMesxx IyHapoTHOTO CHTPYAHU-
4EeCTBO C€ M3BBPIIBA C MPECTHKHU HAyYHH LICHTPOBE M YHUBEPCUTETH BHB Bemnko-
Opuranus, ['epManns, Asctpus, Utanus, Pycus, Jlutsa, JlatBus, Pymbaus, Erunet B
pamkute Ha EBP U MEX1yMHCTUTYTCKH TOTOBOPH.

» B nauuonanen mamab MEMITAM pa3BnBa MUpPOKO CHTPYAHHYECTHO c: Bu-
cIM yumauma — Menununckute u BeTepuHapHO-MeaMUUHCKH (akynTeTu B
ctpanara (Codus, IInoenus, Bapna, Crapa 3aropa, [Liesen), BXTY, Xumu-
yeckd U buonorunuecku Qaxynrer va CY ,Kin. Oxpuacku®, Buonorudecku
daxynrer Ha [TV ,,I1. Xunengapeku®,



» IlenTpoBe u areHnuu — HaunoHasaeH 1MarHOCTHUYECH BETEpPHHAPHO-MEHULIMH-
CKHM MHCTUTYT, Hanmonanen ueHThp No 3apa3Hd W mapasutHu Gonectu, Ha-
LIMOHAJIEH OHKONoru4eH LeHrsvp, bABX. B mocneanure cenqmunu ce opopmu
CBTPYAHUYECTBO ¢ PeruoHannnre akanemuunu neHTopse B [lnesen u Pyce.

> YauBepcuterckn domHunu 1 Knunukn — Anekcanapoecka 6osauia (Koxxa
xiauHuka, Exgokpunonornyna, Yponaornuna kivHuka), CbAJI ,,Ceetn Haym®,
ATBAJT ,,Ceera Codus“, BAJI , JloBepue®.

» ®@upmu — Buranea OO/, buoser Ieiepa

U He Ha nocneHo MACTO UCKaM J1a 0TOeNeXka Noa30TBOPHOTO CHTPYIHHYECTBO Ha
WEMIIAM ¢ apyru MHCTHUTYTH OT AKaJeMHsITa —MHCTUTYTUTEe 0 HeBpoOuomnorus,
Muxkpobuonorus, Monexynsipaa ouonorus, UbBUP, UBEWU, MOHX, NOLI®X, UHcTH-
TyT 1o [Homumepu, UuctutyT no Enekrponuka, MHCTUTYT 10 OnoMexanuka, MHCTHTYT
o ApXeoJiorusi.

WHCTUTYTHT NONYNApPH3UpA HAYYHHUTE TOCTHKEHUS Ha 1isi1aTa MophonoruiHa Ha-
yuHa OoOIHOCT B bparapus upes neproauyHOTO M3JaHWE HA aHIIMHCKH e3UK — Acta
morphologica et anthropologica, 3anounana ceost meT ote npe3 1953 . kato M3Bectus
Ha MHCcTUTYTa N0 MOpdosiorus. UHCTUTYTHT € OpraHu3arop Ha HallMOHATHUTE MOpGO-
JIOTHUYHU JIHH B ChOPTaHN3aTOP Ha HAITHOHATIHUS KOHIPec Ha bharapckoro aHaTOMHUYHO
IpyxecTBo. OTnevarsar ce M ABE KHIKKU roauiiHo Ha COopHuuuTE 0T paboTHUTE
CpeLly, OpraHU3UupaHu OT UHCTUTYTa — Workshop 1o excriepuMeHTaTHH MOJIENU U Me-
ToaAd B OMOMEOMLIMHCKHTE u3cienBaHus U Workshop mo GuonoruyHa akTHBHOCT Ha
METaIUTe, CHHTETHYHU U TIPUPOIHU TTPOIAYKTH.

U taka — MHOTO MK Maiko ca 60 roguHu? MHOTO ca OT IieiHa TOUKa Ha IOCTHT -
HAaTOTO — OCHOBaHHE 3a FOPJOCT U YAOBIETOBOPEHHS B AHEIIHUSA JeH — 3a 60 roauiHa-
Ta cu uctopus B MHcTUTYTa ca 3amurenu Haj 160 noktopcku Te3u u 35 auceprauuu
3a JOKTOp Ha HaykuTe. OTnevaranu ca 65 MoHorpaduu U KHHrH. YOeqeHo MoKeM Ja
KaXeM, Y€ ¢ HaydHo-u3ciienosarenckus cu noreHuuwan UEMIIAM 3aema nocroiiHo
MsicTo B BAH u cpen HayuHaTa oOLMIHOCT y HAC U B UykOuHa. BeIpeku mpeau3BuKare-
CTBaTa Ha BpeMeTo MHCTHTYTHT ycnsiBa Jla IPUBIAYA U 3aAbpXKa MIaauTe CH Kaapu. B
JHCIIHUS MTPasHUYEH JCH TYK C€ CpellaT MBAPOCTTa Ha OIUTA HA MOKOJICHHUS M3ThKHA-
TH YY€HHM U ONTUMU3MBT Ha MaanocTra. lle ru npeHeceM BbB BPEMETO C HAJACKIU 3a
Opaemero. Llie nma Tpaitna cnena cien Hac u e octasuM UEMITAM B noGpu pbiie.

19.11.2013 r. Ipo¢. 16 Huna Atanacosa
Cotus Hupexrop va UEMITAM-BAH



Congratulatory letters from Institutes of BAS

M*EEM : BBAI'APCKA AKAAEMMS HA HAVKHTE
! E HMHCTHTYT ITO BUOPA3HOOBPA3UE U EKOCUCTEMHHM M3CAEABAHUSA
i i 1113, Copun, ya. FO. Lazapun Ne 2 & (02) 8736137 pare: (02) 8705998, ther(sber.bas.by; wwm.iber bas.by

Oo npod. p.6.4H. HuHa AtaHacoBa
DOupekTop
MHCTUTYT No eKcnepuMeHTanHa
Mopdconorus, NaTonorus u
aHTpononorus ¢ mysei npu BAH

YBaxaema npodp. AtaHacosa,

OT wvMeTo Ha pPbLKOBOACTBOTO W KofekTuea Ha WHCTWTYyTa no
BuopasHoobpasune n ekocucTeMHu uscneasanus npyu BAH Bu nosgpasseam no
crny4an 4yecTtBaHeTo Ha 60-rogMilHMHATa OT OCHOBaBaHeTo Ha WHcTutyTa no
ekcnepumeHTanHa Mopdonorna, NaTonorvs W aHTPononorus ¢ My3en npu
BAH.

VisMuHanuTe rofvHu Ha TBOpuYecka uscnegosaTencka pabota wu
NOATOTOBKa Ha BUCOKOKBaNMMULUMPaHW Kaapy yTBbPAVXA BaLLAA UHCTUTYT KaTo
€[MH OT OCHOBHWTE LEHTPOBE Ha GUoMeaWUMHCKUTE Hayku B Bbrrapus u
3abenexum HaydeH LeHTbP B MeXayHapogeH naH.

Xenas Ha Bac v Ha BalmMTe Konern MHOro 3apase, TBOPUYECKN yCnexw,
MbMHOLEHHa uacnegosartencka pabora B nonsa Ha Haykata n obuiecTsoTo,
KakTo 1 ODLLIeCTBEHOTO NpU3HaHWe, KOETO BalLeTO HayyHO 3BEHO Hanb/HO
3acnyxasal
19 HoemBpu 2013 1.

C yBaxeHue:

%

,ﬂmpeKTop%

npod. A
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J0
JHUPEKTOPA,

YYEHUTE U CJIYKUTEJUTE
HA HHCTUTYT

11O EKCHEPUMEHTAJIHA
MOP®OJIOTHS, HATOJOTUS U
AHTPOIIOJIOTUS C MY3EHN

MMO3APABHUTEJEH AAPEC

YBAXKAEMA ITPO®. ATAHACOBA,
YBAXAEMMU KOJIET'H,

NMOAHACSM CBPAEYHHUTE IIO3APABJIEHHUSI HA YYEHUTE
N CIHYXKHUTEJUTE OT HHCTUTYT TII0O BHOJIOTHA H
HUMYHOJIOTHSI HA PA3BMHOXABAHETO ,AKAJL. KHWPUI
BPATAHOB” - BAH 3A BAIIATA 60- TA TOJUMIIHHHA C MHOI'O
PAJIOCT 1 BI'bXHOBEHHE.

PAJOCT 3A TOBA, YE BCE OUIE HU UMA, YE BCE OHIE
YCIIAIBAME JA M3IBbJIBAME JECETWIETHSITA CH CbC
CEPHO3HA PABOTA U NIOCTUIHATH 3HAYMMH PE3YJITATH
BbB BPEME- TPYJTHO 3A BBJTAPCKATA HAYKA.

BABXHOBEHHUE OT TOBA, YE B PABOTATA HH 11O
HANIPABJEHUE ,,BUOMEJUIIUHA U KAUYECTBO HA XHBOT”
UMAME TOJKOBA CHIEH, KOPEKTEH H CEPUO3EH INTAPTHBOP.
JOKA3AXTE 'O HE CAMO C BAIUATA PABOTA, HO 1 C BOJITA
JA NPEBBPHETE ®OPMAJIHOTO OBEIUHEHHME B UCTHHCKO
EJVHCTBO, HMMEHYBAHO HEMIIAM.

JAPAI'H KOJIETH,

C BAC JAEJMM EJIUH OBl A0OM, KOETO HH [IABA
MPUBUJETUSITA HA BJIM3OCTTA JA BUXKIAME, CJEABAME H
PEIHABAME OBIIMTE CH HAYYHH 3AJAYH, HO U JA 3HAEM,
YE HIMAME B3AUMHATA CH NOJAKPEIIA H CUT'YPHOCT.

BJATOXAPUM BH H XKEJAEM 3JPABE, CHIA,
YCTOUYUBOCT, MHOI'O, MHOI'O YOBELIKO IIMACTHE H
TBOPYHECKO YJIOBJETBOPEHHUE!




BBJTAPCKA AKAJEMMSI HA HAYKUTE
HHCTUTYT 1O ®H3HOJIOTHS HA PACTEHHSITA M TEHETHKA

En. nowa: ifrg@bio21.bas.bg Hwrepuer: http://www.ifrg-bg.com/
Appec: ya. “Axan. I'. Bouues”, ba. 21, 1113 Codus

Jupektop: 02-8728170; 3am. Jupexropu: 02-9792611 wim 02-9746228 pu1p. 348

NO3APABMTENEH ALIPEC

A0 KONEKTHUBA HA MHCTUTYTA NO
EKCNEPNUMEHTAJIHA MOP®QONOTHA,
NATONOMNSA ¥ AHTPONONOTNA C
MY3EA BDBJITAPCKA AKANEMMA HA
HAYKUTE

Yeaxaemu Koneru,

3a MeH e rofisiMa 4ecT v YAOBONCTBME Aa BWU NpUBETCTBaM no nobos 60-
roAvHU OT OCHOBaBaHeTo Ha WHCTUTYTAa no excnepumeHTanHa mopdonorus,
naTonorus 1 aHTPOroNorus C My3eit nNpu Bbarapcka akaaemMus Ha HaykuTe.

MNpes M3MUHANMTE roAnHA BUE M3rpaamnxTe ¢ MHOFO 3HaHUR U BCEOTAANHOCT
WHCTUTYT =~ CUHOHMM  Ha npodecnoHanuabM K akageMuuHocT. Bucokarta
KBanMdUKauma Ha BaliMsa KONEKTUB 3aBOIOBA 3aC/yXEHO YBaXeHWUe 1 npusHaHue
B Bvnrapckata v MEXAYHapPOAHA Hay4Ha OBLIHOCT CbC 3abenexuTenHn ycnexu B
o6nacTra Ha ekcrnepuMmeHTanHata Mopdonorus, naTtonorus ¥ aHTPONONorus.
Hayunute M npaxtuuecku paspaboTku Ha yuenute oOT WHcTutyTa Hamupar
BCEOBLIO MPU3HAHME U HUE Ce OTHaCsAME C YBaXEeHUe KbM BCeoTAaiHuA BU TPYA U
UCKpEeHO Ce pajisaMe Ha satuunTe NOoCTKeHUs.

MNoxenaBame By NO-HATaTLLIHM TBOPYECKW YCREXMU U MNOJOTBOPHA AEHHOCT
33 pa3BMTUETO Ha GbArapcKaTa Hayka W npocneputerta Ha 6barapckure yuenu!

Yecrur npasmmk!

Avpexkrop:
Cogust MNpodrecop CHeaﬁaHKaAoﬂwe
19.11.2013 r. DupexTop Ha UHCTRTYTE no duanonorus

Ha pacTeHusaTa u renetvka - BAH
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Do Dupexmopa na Hucmumyma no exCHEPUMEHMAANKG
MOPPOAOZUS, NAMOAOZUA U AHMPONOAOZUR C Mydeil npu
BoA2apCKa aKA0EMUSL HA HAYKUME

JIO3DPABHIITENEH ADPEC

Veaxaema 2-Xo Dupexmop,

CKpnu Korezu u 2ocmu,

PvKosodcmeomo  u  KoaeKmusvm Ha  Hucmumyma  no
Mukpobuorozus  “Cmepan  Anzeros” naii-copdeuno mnosdpassea
yueHume u 6CUMKU CAYKUMEAL HA HHCmMumyma no excnepumenmana
MOpPoAOZUS, NAMOAOZUS U AHMPONoAOzUs ¢ Mysei npu BvrzapcKa
axkgdemus Ha HayKume no cAywaii 60 zodummnunama om He2080mO
ocnoeasane, 115 z200unu om poxdenuemo na axademux, Kcewogonm
Heanos u 110 zo0unu om poxgenuemo na axademux Acen Xadxuoroe!

llesu  3aberexumeanu  zo0umnunu, Koumo HEMIIAM
ombeasizea Onec usmepeam nezo8us 3a80106an asmopumem u ca 3Hax_3a
docmoiino usevpesn nvm, uszpadenu mpaduuuu u bvoeuwse, usnvAHEHU
C BUCOKQ WYBCMBO HA OM2080PHOCT U NPOPECUOHAAUIBM OM HEZ0BUME
OCHOBAMEAY, 6CUMKYL OHEWHU U YMPewHU Y4eHU — U3CAL006AMEAL U
CAYKUMEAL.

B Onewnus mopKecmeen OeH aKAOEMUUHOMO Cemelicmeo Ha
Hucmumyma no muxpobuorozus ,Cmegan Anzeros”  cnoders
padocmma Bu, 3amomo Hamama obwa brazopoona mucus e eona —
00cmoiiHO OmMCMOsIBaHe HA 3HAHUSAMA U MBOPHECKUME YMEHUS,
YMBvLPXKOAsane HA HAYUHUME UEHHOCMY, KOUMO cd No-mpainu u
SHAUUMIL O MPYOHOMO HU BCEKUOHEBUE.

12



JloxXerasame Bu mHo20 30pase, meopuecKyu Oyx, NOA3OMEOPHA
paboma, eucoKg camouyecmeue, Hoéu OOCMUXEHUS U YCnexy 6
Hayunama Oeiinocm, 3a 0a doKgXem docmoiinomo macmo na Feazapus
6 esponeiicKama U ceemosHama Hayxgd.

Yecmum 1obuseii!

19 noemepu 2013 2 Dupexmop na HMuxB-BAH: W’/
Cogpus npog. 0-p Xpucmo Haiidencxy, demu
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BBJTAPCKA AKAJEMUS HA HAYKUTE
MACTUTYT IO MEXAHNKA

Codmnsn 1113, yn. Axaa. I'. Bonues”, 6.1 4, rea: +359 2 973 31 40, paxc:+359 2 870 74 98,
E-mail:director@imbm.bas.bg

A0

JAupexropa na UMEMIIAM-BAH
npod. Huna Aranacosa, n6H
TYK

MO3APABUTEJIEH AJIPEC

YBaxaema rocnoxo Jlupexrop,

YBakaeMu yuyeHM, [IperojaBatend M  Chayxurend Ha MHucTutyta no
eKcrepUMeHTanHa MOp(OoNOrks, NaToNIOr|s U AHTPONONIOrKs ¢ My3el kbM BAH,

3a MeH e yecT Jla Bu nosapass o1 umero Ha PeroBoactsoto Ha UHcruTyTa 110
MexanHka kKbM BAH u suuno or moe ume no cayuaih Bawmms npasHuk — 60
rofMiIHUHATA OT cb3gaBaHeTo Ha UEMITAM.

Ilpes Te3u rommuu, OnaroxapeHHe Ha BHCOKHS CH MpOGEeCHOHAIH3IBM U
TUI0J0TBOpHATa cH paboTta, BalusaT HHCTUTYT B Hay4dHa KOJIETHs ¢e YTBbP/IH KaTo eJUH
OT HaW-NpeCTUXKHUTE HAy4dHO-H3CJEeNOBaTelcku UeHTpoBe B boarapusi ¥ 3aBoroBa
coJufeH ¥ Oe3crnopeH aBTOPUTET ChC CBOUTE (dyHIaMEeHTATTHH " Hay4HO-
NPUWIOKHHU M3C/eiBaHUA B 00J1acTTa Ha XyMaHHATa U BeTepUHApHATa Me/IMLIMHA, B TOBA
qUcno MOpGoJIorus, KierbuHa GUHONOTHS, NMATONOTHA U AHTPOMONOTHS, KakTo U B

obnacTtra Ha OﬁyquHGTO Ha CTYACHTY, NOKTOPAHTH U NMOCT-AOKTOPAHTH.

19.11.13 r,, rp. Codust
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HHCTHTYT I10 HEBPOBHOJIOTHA

BEBRJITAPCKA AKAJIEMMA HA HAYKHUTE

T JAMPEKTOP: ITPO®. 1-P PEHN KA T0MH
¥a. “Akal . BOH4EB”, 51 23, Coous 1113
TEA 979-21-51; DAKC 8719-109
E-mail: neurobiology@bio.bas.bg URL: http//www.bio.bas.bg/neurobiology

Jlozpeasumescyn AveEc

Ckbnu koneau u npusimenu
om MHcmumyma no ekchepumeHmarnHa Mopcoriozus,
namosozausi U aRmponoozus ¢ mysel

Bawuam cvced - Hucmumyma no Hespobuorozus
npu Bvazapcka AKglemus na Haykume
61 no3dpasasa ¢ 60-200uwHUA 61 PoXJeH OeH.
Hexpeno ce padeame na eamume ycnexu

U 61U NOXEAABAME HENPEKHCHAMO 04 2U YMHOKABAMIE.

A eraem eu 6ce maxg ¢ Henpechxeas ennycuaIvM

0a pasnpocmpanseame ceemaurama na 3nanuemo,

KpenKo 30pase, meopuecKp e0vXHOBeH e
u dobpu, wacmausu Onu.

YECTUT TTPASHHK /

Rvpextop: /~

(I'lpo&. A-p Penun Kandun)
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MHCTUTYT 3A IAPEHU ey

VU3CAEABAHMS U SIAPEHA EHEPTETMKA PbMAPCR

ARAAEMH
pmn BAH na HAVRHT

ITO3APABUTEAEH AAPEC

Ysaxaemo Pvxo60dcmeo u ckonu xorexu
om Uncmumyma no excnepumeHmarna mopPoaozus,
anmponorozn ¢ mysei-bAH,

Pvkosodcmeomo u cayxumeiume na WUncmumyma 3a
adpenu uscaedeanus u sadpena emepzemuxa npu BAH naii-
copdeuno Bu nosdpasssam no cayuaii 60-mama 200umnuna om
0CHOBA8aHeMO HA 8AUUA UHCHMUMYM.

Usevpweanume om Bac $yndamenmarnu u Hay4Ho-
NPUAOKHU u3cAedéanus 6 o0racmma HA XYmanHama u
semepunHapHa Meduyuna, napasumoaozuama, paspabomeanemo
Ha Juaznocmuunu Mmemodu 3a JezeHepamueéHu, paxKosu u
ABMOUMYHHYU 3a00AA6AHUA  UMAM COULECMBEHA POAL Npu
pewiasane Ha 6axHu 30pasHu npobremu u npobremu Ha
OKOAHama cpeoa.

IToxerasame Bu owge no-z0AaMu ycnexu 66 6auiemo
HAYUHO nonpuye)

| Aupexmop na UAWIE:

zp. Copus, 19.11.2013 2.




BbJI'APCKA AKAJIEMUSA HA HAYKUTE
HHctutyT no 6uodusuka u GHOMEAULIMHCKO HHKEHEPCTBO

1113 Codus, yn. Akan. I'. Bonues, 6. 21
Ten.: 02-9712264, daxc: 02-9712493, , URL: www.http://biomed.bas.bg/

NO3APABUTEJUEH AAPEC

ot
HHCTHUTYTA 110 BHODPHU3UKA U BHOMEAUIIUHCKO HHXEHEPCTBO
ITPHU B'bJITAPCKATA AKAJJEMUSI HA HAYKHUTE
a0
HHCTUTYTA I1I0 EKCIEPUMEHTAJIHA MOP®OJIOIHS, NATOJIOTUA U
AHTPOITOJIOT'UsI C MY3EM ITIPU BBJITAPCKATA AKAJIEMHUS HA HAYKUTE

YBaxkaema rocrnoxo Jupexrop,
VYBaxcaeMu KOJIETH,

MmMam yIOBOJICTBMETO OT UMETO Ha BCHYKHM YUYEHHU U CyKUTean Ha MHcTuTyTa
1o 6uodusnka nu GuoMeMUMHCKO HHXeHepcTBo Npu BAH u nuuHO 0oT Moe uMe
Ja no3apass, Bac M BCcHMuUKM yueHM W cayxuTenu Ha HWHCTHTYTa 1Mo
€KCNEpMMEHTAIHA MOP(DOJIOTUsA, ATONOTHS U AHTPOIONOTHs C My3€eH 110 NOBOA
Ha HeroBaTa 60-Ta roJuUIHKHA.

Bawns HMHCTUTYT uM3BOIOBAa 3aciykeH aBTOpUTET cpeld OHOJOrHYecKuTe
uHetutyTd Ha BAH, pasBuBaiiku MeauxoOGuonoruyeckara Hayka Ha exHO
BHCOKO HHMBO M NMOATOTBANKK BUCOKOKBaIM(GULHUPAHH MJIaH HayuyHU KaJpH.

[Noxenasam Bu 31pase, BUCOK AyX, BOJA U KOMIIETEHTHOCT, KakTo Ha Bac Taka
M Ha BCHYKHM BalllM KOJIETH, B MMETO Ha AoOpoto Obaeuwie Ha MHcTUTyTa,
brarapckaTta akageMus Ha HayKUTe U Ha ObarapckaTta HayKa.

.- "E)p. Annon P. Koces '
%Krop Ha MHcTuTyTa no 6uoduznka

6nomeanuMHCKO MHXeHepeTBO npu BAH

2 Acta morphologica et anthropologica, 20 17
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Congratulatory letters from Universities

MEOVLIMHCKY YHUBEPCUTET - BAPHA MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - VARNA
o WJIIpod. x-p INapackes Crossos” g., “Prof. Dr. Paraskev Stoyanov”
Vir.“Mapun Qpuros” 55, Bapra 9002, Bynrapus L J 55, Marin Drinov Str., 9002 Varna, Bulgaria
Tes. : 052/ 65 00 57, Pakc: 052/ 65 0019 L] Tel.: +359 52/ 65 00 57, Fax: *+ 359 52/ 6500 19

e-mail: uni@mu-varna.bg, www.mu-vamabg ‘o ~2)  e-mail: uni@mu-varna.bg, www.mu-varna.bg

7
10 Ua M. 26l5r
Hacrosmmre 1 6uBIIM CIy>KHTENH HA !
HHcruTyTa IO ekcniepuMeHTalTHa Mopdosnorus,
naTojorus ¥ agTpononorus ¢ myseit (MEMITAM)
Ipod. n-p Huna Aranacosa, 161, Jupextop Ha MEMITAM

y

YBaxaeMu KOJErH,
Yecrut Hlectaecerroqumen wonei!

IlectaeceT ronuHy ca ¥ MHOro, H Manko. Te ca Majiko B CPaBHCHME C €/INH YOBCIUKH
KHBOT, HO T¢ Ca NPEMHUHAJIM B cny)x6a Ha HaykKara ! IIPOCBELICHUETO, 4 TOBA € MHOTO!

Beue miecT JeceTHNIETHS YueHWTe, Npenojasaresure ® cayxuremate Ha MEMIIAM
npepexaaT npe3 NAeOpHTE Ha 3HAHHETO CBOMTE MIIANH YYEHH, HOKTODAHTH M JMIJIOMAHTH, KaTo
CHO/IC/AT CBOS YOBCIIKH M mpodecuoHaneH onuT. MHOroGpoiHH ca HayYHHTE BH YCHEXH, BLB
BCHYKH ChBpeMeHHH obnactd Ha GuoMeIMuuHCKaTa Hayka. Te ca myGnuKkyBaHM M [HTHDaHH B
NPECTINHH MEXAYHApOIHH H3iaHus B MoHorpaduu. IlocTHxeHHATa BM MMAT NPSKO OTHOLICHHE
KbM HOBEKa ¥ MOTaT fa CIyXaT B KIIMHAYHATA NpaKTHKA.

Ckblin KOJETH NpHATEeIH, HEBB3MOKHO € B €IHO KpaTKO NPHBETCTBHEC Aad C€ OTpasH
BCHYKO, KOETO CT€ HOCTUTHANH. Ha scuuky Bac xenas KPENKO 3/paBe M HEKa CleABAIIMTe MOXHHH
BH pajxBat ¢ HOBH YCHEXH U NMOCTHIKCHUSA.

TpreMeTe HaATE Hail-KCKPEHH IOKENAHHAA 32 3/pase, TPOGECHOHATHH U JTHHY ycnexu!

Hexka ce MHOXAT TOKOJICHUATA, 38 KOUTO Bue me 6preTe KakTo TpHMED, TaKa u onopa!

—

IIpod. n-p Axton ToHueB, IMH, ¥ HETAA
KonexTus Ha KateApara [10 aHATOMHS, XMCTOJOTHS H eMOpHonorus
Meauuunckn yHusepeutet , JIpod. a-p INapackes CrosHos™ - Bapua
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MEJIUIMHCKN YHUBEPCUTET - 2p. IAOB/IMB
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - PLOVDIV

IIO3OPABUTE/IEH AIPEC

Ho
Uncmumym no UEMIIAM, BAH
ITo cayuati 60-<m 200uwen robusret
- 19 nHoemBpu 2013 2.

YBAKAEMA ITPOPECOP ATAHACOBA

YBAKAEMWU YJIEH KOPECITIOHIEHT MOPIAHOB,
YBAKAEMM YJIEHOBE HA PEKOBOICTBOTO,
YBAKAEMWU YYEHW OT HHCTUTYTA I10 UEMIIAM, FAH!

3a MeH e 0cobGeHOo YyI0BOJICTBUE ¥ YeCT OT MMeTO Ha aKaJeMiudHaTa obmHocT Ha
Memnuvncku Yuusepcurer-IInosaus na oTmpasa chpAevdHuTe II03ApaBIeHUA U
Gr1arono>KesiaHusI IO MIOBOA YeCcTBaHeTOo Ha 60-m9me 2o00uwmnuna om ocnobalBanemo na
Uncmumyma no Excnepumenmartia Mopgoi02us, namos02us i AHMPONOAOZUSR C MY3el.

Ilpe3 BcHMUKMTE roaMHM Ha CBOATa ABATa Mcropus ydeHuTe or UHcTuTyTa
M3BLPIIBAT YIIOPUTO W HEYyMOPHO (PYHHAMEHTAIHU U NPWIOKHW W3CIenBaHus B
ob;1acTTa Ha MOpPOTOTMHHUTE HayKHM.

INMpusercrsam Bamiata MHMIVATMBHOCT W “Thpcemy OyX, KOWTO JMYaT B
MHOXKECTBOTO pa3paGoTBaHM HaydHM IPOEKTM Ha HALMOHAIHO M MEXIYHAPOIHO
HUBO. ; '

Kato 3am. ‘PexTOp I0 Ka4ecTBO M aKpeAMTaLysi, HO M KaTo aKaJeMuueH
IpenojaBaTesl B ccTeMaTa Ha BUCIIETO MEeJMIIMHCKO 00pa3oBaHMe, MCKaM A U3Pasi
JiIMYHata M M Ha Kojierure OjarogmapHocr 3a ¢akrTa, 4Ye eJHO OT OCHOBHMTE
Hanpas/eHUs B JeviHocTTa Ha VIHcTUTyTa e moaroroskara u oby4deHueTo Ha MJTagu
nayyHu Kagpu. I'pwkara 3a dopMupaHeTo Ha 3HaeluM M KBaIuPULUMPaHU yHEeHU
TpsifBa na Owae npwopureT, ocobeHO B HaspsBalllaTa KpM3a 3a MJIal HaydeH
noreHuuast. Ilosurusen rmoTenuman, Kowro Bue u bbarapus 3Has, 4e umame.
IMo3npassisam By, de mpes rogmMHUTE KayecTBOTO M NpecTvDKBT Ha Bamara Hayuna
TIPOJYKUMSA HENPeKbCHATO ¢¢ MOBUINABA M MPOLB/DKaBa aa Gbie Ha MHOIO BUCOKO
HUBO, JOKa3aTe/ICTBO 3a KOETO ca MHOroOpoviHuTe UMTUPaHUsA OT YUYeHWUTE 10 CBeTa.

B cBernMuara Ha 106wmies Kenasd OT chpue aBTOPUTETHT Ha VHcrwTyTa IO
ExcniepumenTasnina Mopdoriorus, raTosI0TMs ¥ aHTPOIIONIOTMS ¢ My3e¥l CpeJi Hay4HUTe
cpenv fa pacTe, a ce pasmIvpsBa MPUCECTBUETO My B 0BLIECTBOTO ¥, KOETO € Hait-
Ba>XHOTO, J1a Ce YTBBbPIAU NOCTOVHOTO MACTO Ha Ob/Irapckus yueH!

Yecmuma u cBemaa 60-ma eoduwmnunal
Hexa Bcuuxu 0a mucaum 3a Hayuonatnume unmepecu u yeau!
Hexa dobpomo da 600u desama nu!
11POQ®. J1-P CTEQAH CHBKOB, -
3AM. PEKTOP 110 KAYECTBO H AKPEJJHTALIHA
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YBaxxaema npodecop ATaHacosa,

VYBaxkaemu namu v rocriosa,

B pasBuTHeTO Ha BCEKM MHCTUTYT, B HETOBOTO MMHAJIO W HacTOALIe
uMa I1aMeTHU [aT¥, MOMEHTHM U CcbOWUTMA, KOWUTO OCTaBsT CBOUTE
TpaHu ornedarbli. Takes e guemHuAT geH. Ilpe3 60-roguimHara
JevtHocT Ha VIHCTMTyTa 10 eKCIepuMeHTa/IHa Mopgosiorusd,
naTo/IOTMsA W aHTPOIOJIOTMA ¢ My3elM B Hero ce IpoBeXiar
MHOXKeCTBO HAYYHO-TIPMJIOKHM M (PyHIaMeHTa/IHM M3C/IeBaHusA B
TaKkMBa BOXHM 00/71acTH Ha MeIuKO-0MO/IOTMYHOTO MO3HaHMe KaTo
K/IeThuHaTa ouontornsa,  MopdgosiorATa, naToJIorusiTa n
aHTponoJorusATa.

C BucokaTa ¢M HaydHa NpoaykKuus BammmaT MHOMTYT e yTBBpleH
HayyeH IeHTBRp B o6jacTra Ha MopdosoruAra M NaTo/j0rusTa C
JOCTOVHO MsCTO B HAUMOHAJIHOTO ¥ MeXIYHapOOHOTO Hay4YHO

MIPOCTPAHCTBO.

IToxxenaBame Ha Koszerute oT IEMITAM MHOro 3sgpase M HOBM, oilie
FIO-BMCOKY TBOPYECKH YCIIexH.

YECTWUT 60 -TOAUIIEH FOBUJIEN!

YECTUT INPA3HUK!

Mexan Ha Buonormueckua gaxynrer

Ha CY"Cs. KmumenT Oxpumckn'™

/oo, n-p Mapviena O
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GAKYIITET
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SOFIA UNIVERSITY
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FACULTY OF
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TEL: (359)2-862 23 36
FAX: (3359)2-962 54 38

TEML: 02-86223 36
DAKC: 02-962 54 38

J0 KOJIEKTUBA
na NEMIIAM - BAH

YBAXKAEMH KOJIEIH,

PHROBOACTBOTO 1 kodekTHBRbT Ha (Dakyarera po Xumus n Gapmaums sa CY Cs, Ka
Oxpiziek” gaii-cupiacuno Bu n034paBsBaT #bB Bpb3Ka ¢ yecrsanero Ha 60 roguuy MHeraryT no
CKCIICPUMCHTAHA MOPQIOIOTHA, TIATONOTHS W AHTPOIO10IMA ¢ My3eit nipn BAH,

Ipuemuux Ha pabotaure rpynu ot Mucruryra no excnepumentaina Mopdonorus u
aprponojiorus ¢ Mysed u or HMHCTHTYTA 1O eKCHCPUMEHTAHA NATONOIHA W NAPAIHTONONHS,
Bammar KOJEKTHB H 0 AHEC NPOBEKIA KOMICTEHTHO BAXKHE (QVHAAMEHTAAHM H HPHIOKHH
M3CIeABARMS B 00JACTTA Ha XYMAHHTApHATA M BeTCPHHAPHATA MEANIIMHA, CBBPIAHN ChC 3APABHM 1
aesorpadekn npotuiemu. B notsbpxacHue Ha npiioca B KbM OBIrapeko1o 00HICCTBO € U
Haunonannust Antpornionorsien Mysell - ynukaina sa bearapus paydsa, odpasopateisa M
KYJITYpHa HHCTHTYLHS.

pes ueaus 60-rouinen nepuoa MHOro Kojterd or Bamms VHCTuryr umaxa v HMar THCHO
CHTPYAHIUMECTRO ¢ NPENOIABATEN W u3ciiegoBare y o1 Pakvirrera 1o xunvns w hapmanus na CY
KakTo B 00JacTTa Ha Hayunara npodueMaTHRA H AIPAKTHICCKITC BIPOCH. TARA ¥ B 00YICHHETO Ha
AOKTOPAHTH. 34 YHETO HIPACTBAHC B NEPCHEKTHBHY HAYUHH PadOTHIIH ¢ OT ChILCCTREHO 3HAUCHHE
AKTYAIHOCTTA M 3HAYUMOCTTA HA TIPOCKTHTE, paspadotsann o1 Bac.

Hoxenapame By 3ipape H TBOPUECKH YCNEXH 3@ MOLILPAAHC Hl BHCOKOKBAIH(UIIMpPAHUS
HayueH HOTEHUMA. KOHTO npHTexaparte, 3a o0orarssape Ha Hayvunara nHQPacTpykrypa, 3a
3a1bA0OUABAHE  HA  MEHAIYVHAPOIHOTO  CLTPYJAHMUYCCTBO  H  ALIFONOIMIHATS  TPAUILHA B
OOYYCHUETO HA CHEUHATHCTH.

VYRepenu cMe, 4e NOA30TBOPHOTO cbTpyadmyectBo c¢bhe CY .Cr. Ka. Oxpuzexa™ e
NPOALIKH U B OBACIE,

YECTHUT IOBWIEHR !

19.11.2013 JEKAH:
Cous uir-kop. upod. axi Tonu Cnacos
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10 AUPEKTOPA

HA UHCTUTYTA NO
EKCNEPUMEHTANHA MOP®OJOIMUA,
NATONOIMMNA N AHTPOMONOIUA C
MY3EW - BAH

NPO®. [1-P HUHA ATAHACOBA, IEH

YBAXAEMA NPO®ECOP ATAHACOBA,

AkageMUYHUAT cbCTae Ha PakynTeTa No BeTepuHapHa mMeguunHa npu
JlecoTexHuueckun yHusepcuteT — Cocdus u3kasBa CBOETO 3a40BOMCTBO U
CBNPUYACTHOCT BLB BPpb3Ka C YeCcTBaHeTo Ha B0-roguiHuHaTa Ha MHeTuTyTa
no EkcnepumerTanHa mopdonorus, Matonorus u AHTPONONOrusa ¢ My3en.

3a Hac e 4ecT W wusKMouYWTENHa npodecuoHanHa ropaocT Aa v
npunomHum BorataTta TBOpuecka Buorpacua Ha HesabpasnmuTe npodecopnt
— akagemuk KceHodoHT MBaHOB 1 akagemMuk AceH Xamkuionos, KOUTO ca
TACHO CBBbP3aHu ¢ uctopusata Ha Bawma UHcTuTyT.

3HaunTenHn ca ycrnexute Ha Kkonektvea Ha WEMIMAM B
HayJHouacneposaTenckata AeWHOCT, KOUTO ca CBETOBHO u3BecTHU. CbC
3300BOMCTBO OTOEens3BamMe HaleTo ABYCTPaHHO CbTPYAHUYECTBO B
Hay4YHoM3cnegoBaTenckata gefHocT. 3a Hac e 4ecT, 4e usTbkHaTh Baww
yJyeHn yyacTeaT B 0ByUEHNETO Ha CTYAEHTUTE MO BETEPUHApHa MeauLnHa U 8
NOAroTOBKaTA Ha [OKTOPAHTU.

YBaxaemu Korneru,

Hue xenaem Ha MWHctutTyTa no EkcnepumeHTanHa mopdonorus,
MMatonorns u AHTpOMONOrMs C My3e€h BUCOKM NpoECUOHaAnHM ycnexu.
Hagssame ce, 4e CbTPYAHUYECTBO HU B HayvHaTa v y4ebHaTa AeiHOCT LWe ce
n3gurHe 00 HOBM NMO-BMCOKWM HMBA, KOUTO CbLBPEMEHHOTO pasBUTUE Ha
HaykaTa 1 obpa3oBaHNeTo N3NCKBaT.

BuCoOKM TBOPYECKM yCnexm 1 HOBaTOPCKU NOCTKEHUS!

Yectut obunein!

19.11.2013 r.
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" Do Dupexmopa u KpreKmusa na
Hucmumym no exgnepumenmaana
MOPPOAOZUS, NAMOAOZUR
u anumponorozus ¢ mysei Kpm BAH

Cogpus

Veaxgema npod. /‘iniduacoaq,
Veaxaemu Koaezu,

IIpaxuicKs

it we R N

(Buco@ tenum Bawume NoCmuX ,
Flpusemcmeame yienume om %ncmmyma u m cugypnu, ue ; Bamusn onum u ua_yuuu
U3CALOBANIUS, 66 FYHOAMEHMAAHUME U HAYHHO-NPUAOXKHY u3cAedeanus 6 obracmma wna
nguanuama u ompuuapuama m&mguua 8 M08A YUCA0 MOPPHOAOZUS, KAEMTbUHA Duuorozus,

JloxXerasame 68@ EWOanyuue, ab'bxuoseu mpyb u MO8 YCHEXW, 34 3«1 ngeﬁbae
Bausus uncmumyn - A10AKG. Ha &mmga@ma uayga u 0yx;
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19.11. 2013 2. IRPOP. DCH HBAH CTIAHKOB
Cmapa 3az0pa PEKTTOP HA IMPAKHIACKH VHHBEPCHITEN
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eKCTiepEMEHTANIHA MOPDOIOTHA, .

vHnd3.138

%q"" OAKYATET

NatoJOrHd B aHTPONOIOrHg

my3eif mpu BAH

NO3APABHTEJEH AJAPEC

Veaxaemu npod. Aranacosa,

Tossonere M OT AMETO Ha aKaAeMHYHATA OGIWHOCT HA BeTepurapHoMe AMUHHCKHA (aky)
Tpakatickus ymusepcurer rpan Crapa 3aropa na Bu nosapaes ¢ 60-roadumsuara or k
nasaneto Ha MHCTHTYTA 1O eKCnepuMeHTanHa MOPQONOTHA, NATOAOMMS ¥ BHTPONOAOFHA C
# npu BAH. Karo npuemmux wa Mncruryra mo excnepumentaiHa Mophonorss u
NONOTHA B HIHCTHTYTA N0 EKCIISPHMEHTATTHA NATONIONHS M NAPA3NTONorus  O0eANHEHUIT
HHCTMTYT AHEC € BOJCHI HeHTHLp B ofnacTra Ha ekcriepumenTannara mopdonorus n
‘KOHTO C PeanuIupPaHNUTE HAYUHH NPOCKTH AOCTOMHO € 3aUMTH CBOSTO aBTOPHTETHO
ICTO B MEXKIYHAPOIHOTO M3C/IEHOBATEICKO NPOCTPAHCTBO.
Hay4no-npenonaBaTenckuaT KONEKTHB Ha BeTepuHapHOMEAMLMHCKWAT (GaKynTeT KbM
Tpaxuiickus yHuBepcuTer npuema tasu 60-roauiHuHa U kaTo cBOH npasiuk. OCHOBaHHETO 3a
TOBa ¢€ KpHe B OBCTOSTEACTBOTO, Y€ B UCTOPHATA HA HALIWTE WHCTUTYLIMH Ce BILIHTA MaabHoTo
A0 Ha TAKMBA YHEHH - M3CIEOBATEAH M MpenoaaBaTey kato akan. Keenodonr Hpatos, axan.
Heau Bacuaes, akan. 3axapu Mnagenos u ap. [eironersa Tpaguums H NpaKTHKA € B3@HMHOTO
CHTPYAHHHECTBO U NOANOMAraHe MEXIY YYCHHTE OT HHCTHTYTA M aKAAEMMYHATa OBLHOCT Ha
BerepuHapHoMenuunHCKyst GaKyITeT v arecTauys 3a TOBA ca 0bIMTE 33444H, KOHTO & WM
Ja ce PeliaBaT MM TENbPBA NPEACTOST C Hen mobeve obmiecTBeHa mone3HooT. Bapsame, ue
AUIBUKATENCTBATA, NPEA KOHTO CME H3MPABEHM JHEC BCHUKHM, AHPAKHPAHM © Hayka M
HME, LIE MOXEM Ja TIPEONONeeM CaMo upe3 Takasa jelictBeHa KosaabGopauws rpw
peanu3upale Ha MOZIEPHH H HeobX0aMMU HHOBATUBHH HPOEKTH.
Ot umeto Ha akagemuuHata oGwHOCT Ha BerepumapHoMenuunuckus daxyster 8 Crapa
3aropa noxkenasamMe Ha HayUHMs KOJEKTHB Ha MIHCTHTYTAa 1O excrepuMeHTanHa Mopdoaorus,

MATOjiOTHS K aHTpOmOnorHs ¢ myseH npu BAH na ceXpasn TpaauuuuTe M H3BOIOBAHHS

3
&!W B A2 NOCTUIHE HOBH TBOPHECCKH 3aBOEBAHHMA U ﬂOCTH)KEI‘m € KOHTO Hauus Hapold u
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Pili gemini — a common phenomenon
of uncommon presentation
and familial background

Broshtilova V* M. Gantcheva**

* Department of Dermatology and Venereology, Faculty of Medicine, Sofia Medical University
** Institute of Experimental Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology with Museum, Bulgarian
Academy of Science

Abstract: A 28-year-old man with diffuse alopecia and hair loss is presented. Confronting examination
of the other male family members defined the diagnosis of familial pili gemini. Thus, a peculiar genetic
item to a dermatological condition that appears with a rather unusual presentation is described. Further
observations and genetic studies are needed to define the scientific significance of this phenomenon.

Key words: pili gemini, familial background

Introduction

The first description of multiple hairs is given by Flemming in 1883 [4]. The phenom-
enon was seen on the beard and for a long time attributed only to this location. Hair
shafts dysplasia is admitted to be a consequence of splits of the follicular germen [8].
Currently, confusion on the clinical picture and pathogenesis of the various forms of
hair shafts anomalies exist [1].

Herein, a familial case of different-sized hairs with single cuticles, growing from
the same follicular matrix and emerging through a single pilary canal is discussed.

Case report
A 28-year-old male sought treatment of diffuse alopecia and hair loss, accentuated in

the last few months. He had an elder brother with the same symptoms. Their father had
hair loss and baldness since the age of 40. They all complained of permanent dandruff
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and greasy hair. On physical examination the hairs in the frontal region of the scalp
looked three or four times thicker than average. A magnifying glass revealed closely
bundled hairs present in one follicle. They grew as a whole, surrounded by a common
sheath. On dermoscopy two hair shafts came out of a single follicular opening (Fig. 1).
Confronting visits of the other family members proved the same clinical picture. His-
tology taken by the scalp of our patient revealed two hair shafts converged towards the
base, without fusion, arising from subdivided bulb surrounded with a common sheath
(Fig. 2). Transverse sections showed two hairs surrounded by own cuticles, enclosed
in the outer root sheath. The diagnosis of presumably autosomal dominant familial pili
gemini of the scalp was suggested. Recommendations on appropriate daily care were
provided.

Fig. 1. Dermoscopy findings of two hair shafts coming out
from a common follicular opening

Fig. 2. A subdivided hair bulb with two hair shafts con-
verged towards the base, without fusion, surrounded with
a common sheath (HE, x 400)
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Discussion

The hair has the most elaborately balanced structure with even minor functional devia-
tions forming various aberrations [10]. The basic rules of hair morphogenesis are often
break and on gross inspection of the skin incomplete hairs are present in one follicle or
a bundle of hairs protrude from the follicular mouth [9]. Multiplicity of hairs may result
either from remnants of old hairs in the follicle as an exaggeration of the normal cyclic
activity of the papilla (trichostasis spinolosa) [12] or of splitting of the papilla matrix
during the anagen of the hair to form compound follicle’.

Double-tipped kinetic papilla produces two different-sized hair shafts with sep-
arate cuticles emerging through a single pilary canal [8]. This condition is known as
pili gemini. The phylogenetic arrangement of hairs in groups of three or five gives
the very common phenomenon of compound hairs — several hairs contained in the
same follicle[2]. Two main mechanisms have been incriminated to cause the condi-
tion. According to Koelliker [5] accessory follicles grow down from the neck of the
central one, while Rabl [11] favored the view of secondary merging of the superfi-
cial parts of independent follicles. This second opinion is widely recognized as the
main reason for appearing of tufted hair folliculitis, a condition that is probably a
consequence of staphylococcal scalp infection[3]. The most important differentia-
tion of pili gemini and compound hairs is the level of hair follicle units merging [1].
The superficial merging comes out with tufted hair folliculitis, while matrix papilla
tip merge forms two separate hair shafts with own cuticles, defining the pili gemini
phenomenon.

Contra version exists as for the epidemiology and pathogenesis of hair shaft
anomalies. Pili gemini can be observed both in hair dysplastic conditions such as
cleidocranial dysostosis [7] and trichorinophalangeal syndrome, and in normal hair.
According to Pincus, who first described the condition in 1951[9], the occurrence of
the anomaly is really uncommon. The author pointed out that minor aberrations which
furnish the basis for actual subdivision of the hair shaft usually affect the beard region
and most often split the tip of the papilla. Thus, a complete subdivision of the hair
shaft can result only if the split extends down to the neck of the papilla, at the site of
inner rooth sheath formation. Therefore, the labiality of the hair matrix seems to play
the most important role in the pathogenesis of multiple hairs. If the papilla tip split
maintains during the whole anagen phase, hair shafts remain separate and form pili
Gemini [13]. When the same papilla changes its shape repeatedly, it can produce hair
shafts with bifurcations at irregular intervals defining the pili bifurcati. There is then
no absolute distinction between the completely divided multiple hairs and the partly
merged composite hairs °. Therefore, pili bifurcati can be considered a special case
of pili gemini.

We presented a family with pili gemini that affect the scalp region. The location
is not often described, which can be due to either low incidence or overlooking of the
phenomenon. The signs of seborrheic dermatitis are probably secondary to male-pattern
hair loss, seen in our patients. Of great interest is the familial background, which seems
to be of autosomal dominant trait. To date, there were no other observations and genetic
investigations in this area.

This anecdotal case report is presented to revive further knowledge of a well-
known hair shaft anomaly presented at an unusual genetic background and atypical lo-
calization. Thus, we dare add a peculiar genetic item to a dermatological condition that
appears with a rather unusual presentation. Further observations and genetic studies are
needed to define the scientific significance of the phenomenon described.
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In the past years it is considered of critical importance to establish the significance of serum IgG and
IgM anti-GD1a antibodies as potential biomarkers for neuronal damage in different neuropathies and
neurodegenerative disorders. Although lithium salts are known to cause substantial neurodegeneration,
the serum levels of anti-GD1a antibodies have not been studied in this type of intoxication yet. In this
study, serum levels of IgG and IgM anti-GD1a antibodies were determined in rat models of acute and
prolonged intoxication with LiCl using the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) method. In
both types of intoxication, serum antiganglioside IgG and IgM anti-GD1a antibodies titers were not
elevated significantly to show that the blood-brain barrier in rats following Li treatment is not dama-
ged. The results point out that IgG and IgM anti-GD 1a antibodies cannot serve as serum markers for Li
intoxication. Obviously, the acute or prolonged Li toxicity studies in rats cannot be used as models of
progressive neuropathies.

Key words: serum IgG and IgM anti-GD1a antibodies, ELISA, acute lithium intoxication, pro-
longed lithium intoxication, rat

Introduction

Lithium is extensively used in psychiatric practice for the prevention and treatment of
manic-depressive disorders. However, neurotoxicity of lithium salts within therapeutic
doses has been reported in patients manifested by transient or persistent neurological
deficits. Although those conditions are mostly transient and reversible, there is growing
evidence that lithium can induce long lasting neurological sequelae [2, 4, 7, 9]. Side
effects of Li generally correlated with the patient‘s serum level and often involve the
central nervous system (CNS). Severe neurologic sequelae may occur in patients who
take overdoses [8].
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Gangliosides are a family of acidic glycosphingolipids highly concentrated in the
nervous system, where they represent about 10% of the total lipid content. The gan-
glioside spectra of normal blood plasma are remarkably stable, but show pronounced
changes in pathological conditions. GD1a is one of the major central nervous system
neuronal ganglioside fractions. In our previous studies, a considerable increase of se-
rum GDla ganglioside was determined in both human cases and animal models of
multiple sclerosis (MS — neurodegenerative multifactorial disorder with an autoimmune
component). Autoantobodies against gangliosides GM1 or GDla are associated with
acute motor axonal neuropathy and acute motor-sensory axonal neuropathy. That is
why over the past few years it is of critical importance to establish the clinical sig-
nificance of serum IgG and IgM anti-GD1a antibodies as potential biomarkers for the
diagnosis, classification, disease activity and prediction of clinical courses in antigan-
glioside antibody-mediated or other types of neurodegenerative disorders [5].

Although lithium salts are known to cause substantial neurodegeneration, no im-
munological studies about the possible involvement of serum IgG and IgM anti-GDl1a
antibodies in rats under the models of Li intoxication have been performed thus far.

The aim of the present study is to follow up the changes in serum IgG and IgM
anti-GD1a antibodies in rat models of both acute and prolonged lithium chloride in-
toxication. The results are expected to elucidate the possible predictive value of those
antibodies for lithium salts intoxication, as well as the extent of blood-brain barrier
damage caused by Li-salts.

Materials and Methods

Mature Wistar rats (four-month-old) were subjected to acute lithium intoxication by a
single dose of lithium chloride (250 mg/kg body weight, 0.2 ml dosing volume in sa-
line, i.p.). Treated animals were sacrificed 24 hours following the administration under
light anesthesia [9]. Healthy aged rats (eighteen-month old) were injected with the same
volume of saline and used as controls.

Seven-month-old adult Wistar rats were subjected to a prolonged Li intoxication by
receiving four administrations of lithium chloride with a quarter of the acute dose (250
mg/kg body weight) in the course of eight days (0.2 ml dosing volume in saline, i.p.) [4].
Animals were sacrificed under light anesthesia 24 hours after the last Li administration.

Three series of sera were obtained from the rats under the above experiments of
acute and prolonged lithium intoxication. Isolation of serum antigangliosides antibo-
dies was performed by the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) method of
Mizutamari [6] with slight modifications, as described before [1, 5]. Four independent
analysis and quantification at various dilutions were conducted for each group and for
control (no-Li) rats. The optical density (OD) was measured and read spectrometrically
at 490 nm in ELISA reader Tekan Sunrise. The antigangliosides antibodies in the rat
sera with Li-acute and Li-chronic intoxication, as well as healthy aged controls were
calculated. The Student test was used to determine statistical differences between the
groups using p<0.05 as the level of confidence.

Results and Discussion
Different studies show a significant increase of serum GD1a ganglioside in both human

cases and animal models of multiple sclerosis [1, 5] as well as in other neuropathies
[6]. The increase of titers of serum IgG and IgM anti-GD1a antibodies is usually con-
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sidered as an indicator for neurodegeneration and blood-brain barrier damage. On the
other hand, both acute and prolonged intoxications with lithium salts are shown to cause
major pathomorphological changes in many regions of rat brain [4, 9] detected by the
method of silver-copper impregnation for neurodegeneration [3]. Li is known to cross
the blood-brain barrier leading to impairment of neuronal processes and neuronal death.
However, it is not known yet whether the blood-brain barrier could be destructed as a
result of the harmful action of Li on brain.

In our experiment, no statistically significant changes in the titers of serum IgG
and IgM anti-GD1a antibodies were found (Fig. 1, Fig. 2). Optical density of the sera
taken from Li-intoxicated animals did not exceed x = 2 SD of the healthy controls to
show a lack of abnormal antiganglioside antibodies values in both experimental and
control animals’ sera.
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Fig. 1. Optical density (OD) of the titer of serum antiganglioside IgG antibodies to GD1a
in rats subjected to acute model (AM) and prolonged model (PM) Li intoxication in
comparison to control rats (C)
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Fig. 2. Optical density (OD) of the titer of serum antiganglioside IgM antibodies to GD1a
in rats subjected to acute model (AM) and prolonged model (PM) Li intoxication in
comparison to control rats (C)

Legend: OD — optical density; AM — acute model; PM — prolonged model; C — control rats
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In view of these results, it seems logical to conclude that lithium induced toxicity
does not damage the blood-brain barrier. On the other hand, the lack of increased serum
GD1a antiganglioside I1gG and IgM antibodies titers suggests that rat models of acute
or prolonged lithium intoxication cannot be used for the studies of highly advanced
neuropathies, since the blood-brain barrier is not compromised.
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With regard to our thorough research on mast cells in the pelvic urethra of male pigs, the aim of the
present study was to obtain more data about the histochemical features of these cells by finding out
whether they were positive for nitric oxide. The incentive of the study was the key role of nitric oxide
(NO) and the closely related isoenzymes of nitric oxide synthase for a number of physiological and
pathological events in the animal body. The study of NOS would also contribute to obtaining more
information for the innervation of the organ in this animal species.

Key words: nitric oxide (NO), mast cells, pelvic urethra, pig.

Introduction

Itisknown that nitric oxide synthases (NOS) are haemoproteins which catalyse the oxidation
of L-arginine and L-citrulline to nitric oxide. The synthesis of its isoenzymes is regulated
by specific genes. Three isoforms are known, two of which are cell-bound — the neuronal
and endothelial (nNOS and eNOS) and the third — free (iNOS). All three NOS are used as
diagnostic markers of various vascular disorders, pathological deviations in the function
of endocrine and exocrine glands (Quesada et al. 2002). NOS expression was established
by Kawamoto et al. (1998) in the epithelium of human nasal mucosa, nasal glands, nerve
fibres and the endothelium. Persson et al. (1998) assayed the possible co-presence of nitric
oxide (NO) and acetylcholine in the major pelvic ganglia in rats by immunohistochemistry
with antiserum against NO and acetylcholine esterase (AChE). Data from similar studies
in the urethra of female pigs have demonstrated the presence of nitrergic, peptidergic
and acetylcholine esterase-positive nerves in its distal part. Further, immunoreactivity
to catecholamines containing various peptides, as well as immunoreactive nerves were
established in the muscle layers of the urethra, in the propria, ureter and near the blood
vessels (Crowe et al. 1989, Persson et al. 1995, Vodenicharov et al. 2005).

The important role of nitric oxide for a number of physiological and pathological
events in the animal body, and the lack of data about NOS-positive mast cells in the
pelvic urethra of domestic pigs motivated the present study aimed at completing the
available information about the histochemical features of mast cells and the innervation
of this organ in pigs.
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Material and Methods

The specimens (pelvic urethras) were obtained from 12 healthy male Belgian Landrace
pigs, 6—8 months of age, weighing 90—110 kg, slaughtered at the licensed slaughterhouse
for a meat consumption of Dimes 2000 Ltd in compliance with all Bulgarian legislative
norms. Immediately after the slaughter, the material was fixed by immersion in 10 %
neutral formaldehyde (Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) for 48h. Further, the material was
dehydrated in ascending ethanol series, cleared in xylene and embedded in paraffin.
Cuts 5-6 um thick were treated according to the routine ABC-HRP method with antigen
unmasking in 0.01 M citrate buffer, pH 6.0 (Atanassova et al. 2005). Initially, they were
treated with 3% (v:v) hydrogen peroxide (H,0O,) in methanol and then, blocked with
Normal Swine Serum with 5% BSA (Sigma Chemical A3425, St Louis, MO, USA). The
primary universal antibody — rabbit anti-nitric oxide synthase universal (N-217, Sigma-
Aldrich, Chemie Gmbh, Germany) for detection of the three NOS isoforms: neuronal,
endothelial and inducible; was applied diluted 1:100 overnight at 4°C. The subsequent
incubation was done with Swine Antirabbit Biotinylated IgG (DAKO E0353 Glostrup,
Denmark) and ABC-HRP (DAKO; K0355, Glostrup, Denmark). The reaction was
developed with DAB (liquid DAB+Substrate-Chromogen System) (DAKO; K3468,
Glostrup, Denmark) and controlled under microscope, and afterwards was stopped in
water. Then followed contrast staining with Harris‘ haematoxylin, dehydration and
covering with Pertex mounting medium (CellPath plc). Negative controls were run
without the primary antibody or after preabsorption with immunogenic peptide at a
ratio of 1:10.

Results and Discussion
The light microscopy demonstrated expression of nitric oxide synthase in almost all

structures of the pelvic urethral wall. In mucosal epithelial cells, positive expression
was observed only in the cytoplasm, but not in the nuclei (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Expression of nitric oxide synthase in epithelial cells (E) of the
mucosa, as well as in mast cells (mc), located into the propria (pr). Bar
=20 pm
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Immunohistochemical reactivity was observed also in secretory cells of glandular
lobules of the prostate. From the studied arteries and veins of a various calibers, the
strongest expression was observed in the endothelium of arteries (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Positive reaction in secretory cells (arrows) of glands (gpr), and
in the endothelium (arrowhead) of the arteriole (art). Bar =20 um

A well expressed reactivity was also observed in the cytoplasm of striated muscle
cells of M. urethralis (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3. Positive reaction in the cytoplasm of muscle cells (mu). Locali-
sation of NOS-positive mast cells in M. urethralis (mu). Bar =20 pm
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The presence of NOS-positive mast cells was also detected in the different layers
of the pelvic urethra. These cells were observed in the propria, mainly in vicinity of
vessels from the microcirculatory vascular bed and near the organ’s epithelium. Some
mast cells were found out around the urethral glands. NOS-positive mast cells were
also found in the connective tissue layers of M. wrethralis. NOS expression was
demonstrated in small and larger blood vessels, located in the urethral muscle and the
connective tissue of the pelvic urethra. The strongest expression was detected in intimal
endothelial cells, and a less strong one — in the adventitia. There were also numerous
NOS-positive mast cells in the perimysium, among the muscle cells. OQur findings are
in agreements with data reported in female pigs and guinea pigs (Crowe et al. 1989,
Werkstrom et ai. 1998). In our experiment, NOS reactivity was also exhibited by the
glandular epithelium of the disseminate part of the prostate gland and its excretory
ducts. The re acted epithelial cells of the excretory ducts outlined clearly the pattern of
their arrangement and their direction towards the urethral lumen.

In conclusion, the presented data allowed supporting the opinion of some
researchers about the importance of investigating the distal urinary tract and the
innervation patterns of M. urethralis and the pelvic urethra, as the domestic pig is
an appropriate experimental model for studying pathological alterations in men. The
results could be used in patients with complications following surgery of the urinary
bladder or the urethra or after vertebral column injuries.
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Expression of the enzyme nitric oxide synthase (NOS) was studied in the periaqueductal gray mat-
ter (PAG) of male and female rats during postnatal development at 30, 60 and 90 days of age. NOS-
immunoreactive neurons were located in the dorsolateral (d1IPAG), lateral and ventrolatelal (vIPAG)
longitudinal subdivisions. Morphometric analysis reveated sexual dimorphism in the density of NOS-
immunopositive neurons in the VIPAG of 30 days old prepubertal, 60 days old pubertal and 90 days old
rats. Females showed numerous NOS-immunopositive neurons than males. The present results suggest
that sex differences in the number of NOS-immunopositive neurons in the viPAG may be related to
epigenetic effects of gonadal hormones in the postnatal development.

Key words: PAG — NOS, postnatal development, sex differences, rat

Introduction

The midbrain periaqueductal gray (PAG) plays a modulatory role in a variety of behav-
iors including antinociception, reproduction, fear and anxiety, aggression and vocali-
zation and sex differences are modulated by both the organizational and activational
effects of gonadal steroids [5]. It is described to possess four longitudinal cell-rich
columns - dorsomedial (dmPAG), dIPAG, lateral and VIPAG subdivisions, which serve
as distinct anatomical modules for the specific functions [see 10]. The PAG integrates
input from the limbic forebrain (including the amygdala) and the diencephalon with
ascending input from the dorsal horn [?] and projects to the rostral ventromedial me-
dulla (RVM). The RVN in turn projects to the dorsal horn of the spinal cord and elicits
the antinociceptive effects of opiates, as well as sex differences in opioid analgesia are
modulated by effects of gonadal steroids [5]. Despite the critical role played by the
PAG-RVM system in the spinal response to noxious stimulation, very little is known
about the control exerted by brain stem descending fibres during postnatal development
[2]. One set of primary factors that contribute to brain sexual differentiation are steroid
hormones that are produced of the gonads and act directly in the developing brain.
There are several ways to categorize the molecular mechanisms that drive brain deve-
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lopment with or without sexual differentiation. One class of molecules that control gene
expression is transcription factors, second class is effector molecules, which control
and contribute to signaling from one cell to another. The potential molecular effector
is nitric oxide (NO), which is a product of the enzymatic conversion of L — arginine to
citrulline and is produced by three forms of NOS — neuronal (nNOS), inducible (iNOS),
and endothelial (eNOS). NO plays many roles in development as well as adulthood. NO
helps cell migration, cell proliferationand survival, which are all important factors for
sexual differentiation [see 3].

In the light of these issues, the arm of the present study was to determine the den-
sity of NOS -immunopositive neurons in the PAG during postnatal development of the
brain in male and female rats.

Material and methods

Nine female and 9 male Sprague-Dawley rats were used to study the localization of
NOS immunoreactivity in the developing PAG. Intact animals were classified into 3
age groups: 30 days old, prepubertal rats, 60 days old, pubertal rat and 90 days old,
young postpubertal rats. Animals were anaesthetized with thiopental (40 mg/kg body
weight). Transcardial perfusion was performed with 4% paraformaldehyde in 0.1 M
phosphate buffer, pH 7.2. The brains were removed from the skulls and postfixed for
1 h in the same fixative. Afterwards, brains were washed in 0.1 M phosphate buffered
saline (PBS) overnight at 4°C. Coronal sections (40 um thick) were cut on a freez-
ing microtom (Reichert-Jung, Germany). Sections were made at three PAG levels:
cranial PAG - between bregma - 5.3 and bregma - 6.3, middle PAG - between bregma
- 6.3 and bregma - 7.3 and caudal PAG - between bregma - 7.3 and bregma -8.3 [6].
Free-floating sections were preincubated for 1 h in 5% normal goat serum in PBS.
Afterwards, incubation of the sections was performed in a solution of the primary
antibody for 48 h at room temperature. We used a monoclonal anti-nNOS antibody
(Sigma, St. Louis MO, USA) in a dilution of 1:1000 according to instructions of
the manufacturers. After rinsing in PBS, sections were incubated with biotinylated
anti-mouse IgG (Vector Labs. Inc. Burlingame, Calif., USA, dilution, 1:500) for 2 h.
Sections were washed in PBS and incubated in a solution of avidin-biotin-peroxidase
complex (Vectastain Elite ABC reagent; Vector Labs., Burlingame Calif., USA; dilu-
tion 1:250 in PBS) for 1 h. This step was followed by washing in PBS and then in
0.05 M Tris-HCI buffer, pH 7.6, which preceded incubation of sections in a solution
of 0.05% 3,3¢-diaminobenzidine (DAB, Sigma) containing 0.01% H,0O, for 10 min
at room temperature for the visualization. Sections were collected in Tris-HCI buffer
0.05 M, pH 7.6. In control sections, no significant staining was observed under the
control conditions. Morphometric analysis was performed by capturing images of
PAG through a 40 objective using a microanalysis system Nikon photomicroscope
ECLIPSE 80i (digital camera DXM 1200C and the measured area of 0.360185 mm?).
Data the entire drawings were entered.

Results and discussion
Areal staining patterns on coronal sections of across the rostrocaudal axis in PAG sub-
divisions at levels of +5.3 to + 8.3 mm from bregma [6] were analyzed (Fig. 1).

The principal findings were as follows. First, immunostaining of the NOS immu-
noreactivity showed a striking specific pattern of neuronal profiles in dIPAG, VIPAG
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and around aqueductus cerebri (AC) in male and female rats (Fig. 2). The distribution of
the NOS-immunoreactive neurons in the PAG generally coincided with that observed in
previous studies [1, 8]. Most of NOS-immunoreactive neurons are medium size ovoid,
fusiform to multipolar or small rounded neurons arrenged in dIPAG, vIPAG and around
AC (Fig. 2), a phenomenon reported [1, 4].

Fig. 1. Sections were made at three PAG levels: cranial PAG — between bregma — 5.3 and
bregma — 6.3. middle PAG ~ between bregma — 6.3 and bregma — 7.3, caudal PAG — be-
tween bregma — 7.3 and bregma — 8.3

Fig. 2. NOS - immunopositive neurons are located in dl PAG, vIPAG and around
aqueductus cerebri (AC). x 4
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Second, the average density of NOS-immunoreactive neurons per um? in the vl-
PAG of female rats was greater than in males of the tested age groups (Fig. 3. Females
showed a greater density of NOS-immunoreactive neurons than males and increased
with age in both sexes. The average density of NOS-immunoreactive neurons in the
dIPAG of male and female rats were similar in all age groups (P>0.1; Fig. 4). However,
NOS-immunoreactive neurons showed a increase in number per um? during aging in
both sexes (Figs. 3, 4).
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Fig. 3. The average density of the NOS-immunoreactive neurons in the vIPAG of
female irats is greater than in male rats at 30 days, 60 days and 90 days male rats.
There is a statistically significant increase in the neuronal density from female to

male rats (P < 0.05).
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Fig. 4. The average density of the NOS-immunoreactive neurons in the dIPAG
of female is greater than in male rats at 30 days, 60 days and 90 days male rats.
There is not a statistically significant increase in the neuronal density from fe-
male to male rats (P <0.1).

Third, these results suggest that sex differences in the density of NOS-immuno-
reactive neurons in the rat vIPAG is related to epigenctic effects of gonadal hormones
during early stages of development and undergo additional modifications in later stages.
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This conclusion corresponds to results that showed such a correlation between andro-
gens and expression of different neuroactive substances in various brain regions [7, 9].

In summary, our morphometric study reveals that sex-dependent differences in the
density of NOS-immunoreactive neurons of the postnatal vIPAG is established in all
postnatal ages. These new data emphasize the need to examine NOS immunoreactivity
in neurons in postnatal PAG after experimental manipulation of the hormonal balance.

Acknowledgments. The computer-assisted measurements were carried out in collaboration with Mrs. D.
Brazitsova.
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Abstract: This work is a continuation of our efforts towards developing an improved IEF method for
the separation of proteins. Studying the electrochemical reactions occurring on the electrode surface
we found that an unusually high electrode current is registered during the early phase of the experi-
ment. We turned our attention to this side effect in an attempt to find a way for effective suppression
of the electrolysis of water, which in its turn will bring about a decrease of the current. It was observed
that the addition of gelatin to the electrode solutions suppresses the magnitude of the current flowing
through the system, which allows the [EF system to approach steady state for a shorter time. In addition
we separated the electrode solutions by Nafion® membranes, which selectively restrict the processes of
migration and diffusion in the whole electrophoretic system. Under these newly developed conditions
the ampholyte pH gradient is strongly affected, behaving as a carrier with very low ionic strength, in
which the magnitude of the current flowing through the system rapidly decreases. Thus the isoelectric
focusing can be carried out closer to steady state, obtaining sharp protein separation for a considerably
shorter run time.

Key words: isoelectric focusing, protein separation, utilization of the electric current

Introduction

A number of studies have revealed that there is a deviation from the idealized model on
which Svensson’s IEF theory is based [1, 19]. Recently several theoretical treatments
of steady state electrolysis and related processes have been published [20, 2, 3, 12, 26,
22, 25]. The theoretical model elaborated in these papers includes the consideration of
chemical reactions between the electrolyte subspecies that produce an electric current,
with the participation of hydrogen and hydroxide ions. It has long been recognized
that there is a certain instability associated with carrier ampholyte pH gradients. It is
reflected in the progressive flattening of the gradient in the neutral region (plateau phe-
nomenon) and cathodic, anodic or symmetrical drifts, causing a gradual loss of the basic
and/or acidic end of the pH gradient. Through a computer simulation elaborated by
Mosher, Thormann and Bier [13, 14] it was revealed that the gradients develop because
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a diffusional mass flux is needed to balance the net electrophoretic flux. These authors
concluded that the fluxes are due to the ampholytes not being isoelectric, in the sense
that the concentrations of their positively and negatively charged species are not equal.
Employing phosphoric acid and sodium hydroxide as electrode solutions and varying
the concentrations of the solutions, they concluded that “the loss™ of the respective
extreme regions of the pH gradients mainly depends on the correlation between the
initial concentrations of the acid and the base. Applying the concept of the “moving
reaction boundary” Pospichal et al. [21], Cheng-Xi Cao [4, 5] and Cheng-Xi Cao et
al. [6, 7] use a mathematical approach to describe the transport of particles during IEF.
Recently a series of self-coordinated processes occurring under conditions of isoelectric
focusing were studied thoroughly [16, 17, 18]. It was established that under electric
field a two-way process begins where the migration of the ions produced by water
electrolysis is accompanied by diffusion of charge-compensating particles, originating
from the electrode solutions and/or some constituents of the carrier matrix. As a result
a non-ampholyte (primary) pH gradient is generated in PAG, which can be routinely
measured. Because of the continuous flow of ions and particles the primary pH gradient
changes with time bringing about a continuous change of the ampholyte pH gradient. It
was established that irrespectively of the type of electrode solutions employed when the
electrophoresis is carried out in a power mode the current gradually decreases, tending
to reach a minimal value and the ampholyte pH gradient is relatively stable [17]. The
same correlation was observed for the yield of water ions, which decreases during the
process, following a non-linear relationship similar to that of the current. Our experi-
ence shows, that while in the electrophoretical system there are conditions allowing the
electrolysis of water, i.e. water is present in the system, the current cannot reach a value
of zero, the immediate consequence of which is that steady state can be approached,
however it cannot be attained. In this context, any substance present in the electrode
solutions that can decrease the current will be suitable to bring the system nearer to
steady state for a shorter duration. Recently we managed to achieve this by introducing
gelatin into the electrode solutions. This result prompted us to extend our studies in this
direction by employing the ion exchange membrane Nafion® to restrict the mass trans-
port and electron conduction in the electrophoretic system and to study how it affects
the IEF of proteins.

Nafion®

Nafion® is a poly(tetrafluoroethylene) based ionomer, which was developed by Dr.
Walther Grot at DuPont in the late 1960’s by moditying Teflon® [15]. The ionic proper-
ties of Nafion® are created by adding sulfonic acid groups, a chemical with very strong
ionic properties, into the bulk polymer matrix. Thus Nafion® combines the physical and
chemical properties of its Teflon base material with ionic characteristics. It is found ef-
fective as a membrane for proton exchange by permitting hydrogen ion transport while
preventing electron conduction [9, 10, 11, 24, 27].

Experimental

Materials, Equipment and Isoelectrophoretic Conditions

Polyacrylamide gel slabs (250x120x2 mm) were prepared using 5% gel concentra-
tion and 3% degree of cross-linkage. All of the reagents used for the self-preparation
of polyacrylamide gels (PAG) were “puriss” and “for electrophoresis” grade from
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Fig. 1. Effect of gelatin on IEF of a Protein standard mixture (1a, 1b) as
well as a hemoglobin standard (2a, 2b). Two types of electrode solutions
were employed: 0.1 M phosphoric acid and sodium hydroxide (a) and 0.1
M phosphoric acid and sodium hydroxide in the presence of 1% gelatin
(b). PAG was prepared in the presence of carrier ampholytes. The maxi-
mum preset voltage is reached 30 min faster when gelatin is introduced
into the electrode solutions, and then the ectrophoresis was continued for
two hours at 800 V. The focused protein bands have an almost identical
separation and sharpness, however, their position along the gel differs,
which is caused by the pH gradient drift. Running conditions: 800 V, 20
mA, 15 W. The letters denoting the electrophoregrams correspond to the
electrode solutions employed

Fig. 2. Effect of Nafion® on IEF of a Protein standard mixture. The elec-
trophoresis was carried out under electrophoretic conditions as in Fig. 1.
The focused protein bands have an almost identical pattern, however their
position along the gel differs, which is caused by the use of Nafion®. Best
result as regards the separation of protein bands and their sharpness was
obtained when Nafion® was used to separate only the cathode electrode
solutions (). As an exception, when Nafion® was used to separate both
electrode solutions (N+/-) the proteins are not separated at all



“Fluka” (Germany). 2.2 mL of carrier ampholytes (CA) “Ampholyte high-resolution
3-10” (catalogue No. 39878), Fluka & Riedel, The Sigma-Aldrich Family (USA),
per 60 mL gel were introduced, followed by 20 mg ammonium persulfate and 0.06
mL TEMED. Solutions of 0.1 M phosphoric acid (Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) and
sodium hydroxide (Reanal, Budapest, Hungary) or distilled water alone (pH=6.75)
were used as electrode solutions. The total volume of each electrode solution was
100 mL and was bubbled with argon prior to use for about 15 minutes. In some in-
stances 0.01%, 0.1% or 1% (m/v) gelatin (for electrophoresis, type A, G8150, Sigma)
or Triton X-100 (CAS number 9002-93-1, laboratory grade, Sigma Chemical) were
added to the electrode solutions. As a separator between the electrode solutions and
the gel we used Nafion® 117 perfluorinated membrane, thickness 0.007 in. (catalogue
No. 939), which was purchased from Aldrich, USA. As protein standards we used 5
uL 5% (m/v) solution of Protein Test Mixture 9 (“wide-range” pl-Marker Proteins),
purchased from Serva Electrophoresis GmbH, Heidelberg, Germany (catalogue No.
39206) as well as a hemoglobin standard (Sigma, St. Louis, MO, USA). Staining and
destaining procedure of the gel was performed according to the method described
by Righetti and Drysdale [23]. Electrophoresis was performed under argon and was
carried out using a Pharmacia ECPS 3000/150 Power Supply (Uppsala, Sweden) and
an LKB 2117 Multiphor (Uppsala, Sweden) apparatus cooled by running water at
a temperature of about 10°C. Platinum electrodes (thin platinum wire — 0.3 mm in
diameter, 26 cm length) hanging on a plastic plate (LKB, Sweden) were immersed
to the bottom of both electrode solution reservoirs, where the electrode strips were
soaked in the corresponding electrode solution. The strips were connected to the gel
ends by Whatman 3MM chromatographic paper. To separate the electrode solutions,
respectively the electrode strips from the gel, a Nafion® sheet was superimposed on
the gel surface selectively: on the anode side (N+), on the cathode side (N-) or on both
sides of the carrier gel (N+/-) simultaneously.

The power supply was set to the limiting values of 800 V, 20 mA and 150 W. The
duration of the process was read from the moment when the voltage reached the limit-
ing value of 800 V.

Results and discussion

1. Physicochemical influence on the electrode current
Studying the electrochemical reactions occurring on the electrode surface and tak-
ing into consideration their relationship with the electrode current we reached the
conclusion that under the conditions of IEF the abnormal maximum, which is always
registered, is analogous to the same phenomenon observed in polarography. In polar-
ography the abnormal jump of the current is suppressed by addition of small amounts
of certain substances like the non-ionic detergent Triton X-100 or gelatin. In this
paper we turned our attention to the analogous side effect observed by us, which is
registered for both electrode currents in electrophoresis in an attempt to find a way for
effective suppression of the electrolysis of water, which in its turn will bring about a
decrease of current.

2. Influence of gelatin added to the electrode solutions on the electrode current

We studied the influence of gelatin contained in the electrode solutions on the
current flowing through the electrophoretic system. The obtained data show that the
decrease of the anode current is proportional to the concentration of gelatin dissolved
in the electrode solutions of distilled water. Furthermore, the decrease of the anode
current leads to a corresponding increase of the cathode current when the concentra-
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tion of gelatin is in the range of 0.01% — 0.1%. However, when the highest feasible
1% concentration of gelatin was employed there was a considerable lowering of both
currents. We can now propose that the current flowing through both electrodes can be
decreased efficiently by adding 1% gelatin to the electrode solutions, so that steady state
is attained for a shorter run time.

3. Influence of Triton X-100 added to the electrode solutions on the electrode cur-
rent

We studied the influence of 0.01%, 0.1% or 1% concentrations of Triton X-100
introduced in the electrode solutions on the electrode current. Contrary to the results
obtained with gelatin containing electrode solutions, in the case of Triton X-100 we
found a reciprocal relationship. The magnitude of the current was very high throughout
the process.

4. IEF of proteins in the presence of gelatin and Triton X-100 into the electrode
solutions

To further verify the influence of gelatin added to the electrode solutions consist-
ing of phosphoric acid and sodium hydroxide, we carried out IEF of a standard protein
mixture. For the purposes of comparison we used two types of electrode solutions — the
first contained 1% gelatin and in the second gelatin was omitted. It was established
that the maximal preset voltage is reached 30 min faster when gelatin is present in the
electrode solutions, as compared to the case when gelatin is absent. Electrophoresis was
continued for two hours after the maximal preset voltage was reached when the process
was interrupted and the electrophoregrams were compared. As can be seen on Fig. | the
focused protein bands have a very similar separation concerning the number of separat-
ed bands, however, their position along the gel is different. Obviously, the presence of
gelatin in the electrode solutions brings about suppression of the electrolysis of water,
which results in a reduction of the amounts of hydrogen and hydroxide ions liberated in
the electrode solutions.

The same electrophoretic system was studied, where gelatin was replaced with
0.01%, 0.1% or 1% concentrations of Triton X-100. Carrying out IEF in the presence of
1% Triton X-100 we observed a most considerable prolongation of the time for which
the voltage reaches the preset limiting value, approximately 90 min. In addition we
observed that the electrophoresis was accompanied by a considerable transport of water
toward the anode, which caused a swelling of the carrier gel. Under these conditions the
anodal proteins precipitate, thus compromising the electrophoretic separation.

5. IEF of proteins in the presence of Nafion® as a separator

IEF was carried out with and without Nafion® as described in Experimental. The
corresponding results are presented on Fig. 2. A general observation is that the pH gra-
dients are shifted to the more alkaline pH values in respect to Control, where Nafion®is
omitted. The maximal shift was observed in two cases: when Nafion® was used to sepa-
rate both electrode solutions and in the case when Nafion® is applied only on the cath-
ode domain of the carrier. In the case when Nafion® is used to separate only the anode
electrode solution the shift is higher in the more acidic region of the gel, but towards
the cathode the same pH gradient deviates less from the Control pH values. This result
undoubtedly shows that Nafion® selectively restricts the mass transport between the
electrode solutions, thus influencing the distribution of the carrier ampholytes along the
gel. To verify the expected influence of Nafion®, used to separate the electrode solutions
consisting of phosphoric acid and sodium hydroxide, we carried out IEF of a standard
protein mixture. For the purposes of comparison four experiments were carried out:
without (Control) and with Nafion®. It was established that the maximal preset voltage
is reached fastest (for about 150 min) in the cases when Nafion® was used to separate
both electrode solutions and when it is on the cathode side of the gel. In the Control,
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however, the maximal preset voltage is reached about 30 min slower than “the fastest”
runs, under the conditions described above. When Nafion® is used to separate only the
anode, the maximal preset voltage is reached slowest (for about 300 min). Electropho-
resis was continued for two hours after the maximal preset voltage was reached, then
the process was interrupted and the electrophoregrams were compared. As can be seen
on Fig. 4 the focused protein bands have an almost similar separation concerning the
number of separated bands, however their position along the gel is different. As a result
of electroosmosis, on the electrophoregram, which is obtained when Nafion® is used to
separate only the anode electrode solution, we observe wavy-shaped protein bands. Un-
doubtedly the best result was obtained when Nafion® is placed on the cathode domain
of the carrier. Concerning the best separation obtained, the presence of Nafion® in the
cathode domain of the carrier apparently restricts the migration of hydroxide ions, while
the migration of hydrogen ions from the anode is unlimited.

Concluding remarks

The core of the present work is to stress the importance of the electrode solutions for the
entire [EF process, which so far appears to be overlooked. In this paper we offer a novel
modification of the IEF method, allowing the electrophoresis to be carried out closer
to steady state, obtaining sharp protein separation for a considerably shorter run time.
This has direct bearing to the improvement of the results obtained in 2-dimensional
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis and thus to proteomics as well. In our opinion the
results reported here are a further contribution toward the elucidation of the role of the
electrode solutions in the isoelectrophoretic process. In this context a newly discov-
ered method, intended to obviate water electrolysis and related processes occurring on
the electrodes under condition of electrophoresis, was recently published [8]. Unfortu-
nately, this study is beyond the scope of our paper, but it is a starting point to make IEF
applications not to be a daunting task.
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Abstract: P63 protein isoforms are found in adult male and female urogenital organs and mammary
glands and they are essential for male and female reproduction. Data about expression of p63 protein
in the main testicular cells during pre and postnatal periods is quite limited. The present paper aimed
to follow cellular localization and distribution of p63 in germ cells during development of the testis
and in adulthood in normal and experimental conditions. Our study revealed stage specific pattern of
expression of p63 proteins in spermatocytes later than middle pachytene stage of meiosis during the
cycle of the seminiferous epithelium. Our data demonstrated that p63 is developmentally regulated
in the testis and possibly changed with apoptotic and mitotic activity of germ cells. P63 is suggested
to have clinical importance playing a role in preventing testicular lesions as apoptosis provides a
mechanism for removing incorrectly differentiated gonocytes, which are thought to give rise to germ
cell tumors.

Key words: P63 protein, spermatocytes, meiosis, germ cell, spermatogenesis

Introduction

The p53 family includes the three genes p53, p63, and p73. They have a modular struc-
ture consisting of the transactivation (TA), the DNA-binding (DBD), and the oligomeri-
zation domain. All three genes regulate cell cycle and apoptosis after DNA damage.
However, despite a remarkable structural and partly functional similarity among p53,
p63, and p73, mouse knockout studies revealed an unexpected functional diversity
among them. P63 and p73 knockouts exhibit severe developmental abnormalities but
no increased cancer susceptibility, whereas this picture is revealed for p53 knockouts.
However, the existence of p53-like and p53-inhibitory versions of TP73 and TP63
genes, plus intimate functional cross-talk among all family members, endows these
genes with both tumor suppressor and oncogenic roles [9].

The p53/p63/p73 family members are capable of interacting in many ways that
involve direct or indirect protein interactions, regulation of same target gene promoter
and regulation of each other’s promoters. Although the proteins and their isoforms are
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expressed at various levels depending on tissue type and developmental stage, the pres-
ence of an isoform at low levels does not necessarily mean it is insignificant [11]. The
p53 family members and their isoforms can bind differentially to promoters and it may
well prove that the ratio between isoforms is an important cell fate determinant. The
changes upon stimuli of the balance and interactions between the isoforms are likely to
be fundamental to our understanding in the transition between normal cell cycling and
the onset of tumour formation.

Expression of p63 is absolutely essential for limb formation and epidermal mor-
phogenesis including the formation of adnexa (teeth, hair, mammary and prostate
glands, and sweat and lacrimal glands). The p63-null animals have defects of the api-
cal ectodermal ridge and they show severe limb truncations or absence of limbs and
absence of skin, teeth, mammary, lachrymal or salivary glands and craniofacial [2, §].
The animals do not survive beyond a few days postnatally. Similar defects are found
in children affected by ectrodactyly, ectodermal dysplasia and facial clefts (EEC syn-
drome) and recently an autosomal dominant rare mutation in p63 gene has been shown
to be responsible for this syndrome.

The human and mouse p63 genes expressed as two major types: full-length pro-
teins containing the TA domain and AN proteins missing the TA domain. Each of them
was express at least three alternatively spliced C-terminal isoforms (a, B, v). P63 con-
taining the transactivation domain (TAp63) and amino-deleted p63 isoforms (ANp63)
exert distinct (often opposite) functions on stemness, cycle arrest, mobility and invasion
(epithelial-mesenchymal transition) and senescence. TAp63 induces cell death and ceil
cycle arrest with tumor-suppressor features, whereas ANp63 exerts oncogenic proper-
ties and is generally overexpressed in cancer. TAp63 and ANp63 (and their ratio) regu-
lates chemosensitivity that is of clinical importance for cancer diagnosis and prognosis
[9]. Generally, the more aggressive metastatic tumors lose p63 expression, suggesting
that p63 loss accelerates tumorigenesis and metastatic spread. Correspondingly, dis-
ruption of p63 in squamous cell lines results in upregulation of genes associated with
increased invasiveness and metastasis in tumors. This suggests that p63 is a marker of
epithelial tumors such as ductal carcinoma in situ of the breast or prostatic intraepithe-
lial neoplasia [4].

In postnatal epidermis, p63 expression is restricted to the nuclei of basal cells of
normal epithelia (skin, esophagus, tonsil, prostate, urothelium, ectocervix, and vagina)
and to certain populations of basal cells in glandular structures of prostate, breast, and
bronchi [8]. In the female reproductive tract, all six splice variants of p63 were ex-
pressed in cervical/vaginal epithelium, oocytes in ovary and in a subset of epithelial
cells in the ampulla of oviduct. Moreover, an antibody specific for AN forms detected
proteins only in cervical/vaginal epithelium but not in the uterus, ovary and oviduct
whereas TA splice variants were detected in oocyte.

In contrast, testicular germ cells were unreactive for AN or a isoforms, but reac-
tive with anti-pan-p63 antibodies. This confirms that ANp63 isoforms are expressed in
squamous/ basal epithelial and myoepithelial cells, while TAp63 forms are expressed
in germ cells. Protein for a-isoforms was expressed in squamous epithelial tissues and
oocytes. These expression patterns suggest functional differences in p63 isoforms in
adult male and female urogenital organs and mammary gland [7, 12, 13, 14, 15].

Data about expression of p63 protein in the main testicular cell during pre and
postnatal periods is quite limited. In addition, androgens are known to be essential for
initiation of meiosis during puberty and testosterone suppression induced neonatally
by DES or GnRHa inhibit meiotic differentiation of spermatocytes. In this respect the
aim of the present paper is to follow cellular localization and distribution of p63 in
germ cells during development of the testis and in the course of the first spermato-

50



genic wave in normal and experimental conditions. Our study is focused on the ex-
pression of p63 during the cycle of the seminiferous epithelium and on stage specific
pattern of the p63 protein.

Materials and methods

Animals: Wistar rats, bred and maintained under standard conditions. We used experi-
mental model for manipulation of neonatal hormonal environment by treatment with
DES-10 pg and paraffin embedded tissue samples were provided by the Centre for Re-
productive Health in Edinburgh. Briefly, the testes and epididymides with the vas defer-
ens attached were fixed for ~5h in Bouins then transferred into 70% ethanol before being
processed for 17.5 h in an automated Leica TP1050 processor and embedded in paraffin
wax. Sections of Sum thickness were cut and floated onto silane coated slides dried at
50°C overnight before being used for morphological and immunohisochemical studies.

Immunohistochemistry: Unless otherwise stated, all incubations were performed
at room temperature for 30 min. Sections were deparaffinised and rehydrated. Antigen
retrieval procedure was applied by pressure-cooking for 5 min in 0.01M Citrate buffer,
pH 6.0 at full pressure. At this stage and after all subsequent steps, sections were washed
twice (5 min each) in Tris-buffered saline (TBS; 0.05M Tris-HC], pH 7.4, 0.85% NaCl).
Endogenous peroxidase activity was blocked by immersing sections in 3% (v/v) H,0, in
methanol. To block non-specific binding sites, sections were incubated for 30 min. with
normal rabbit serum. Primary mouse monoclonal anti p63 antibody (sc0586 Santa Cruz
Biotech, USA) was used at dilution 1:500 and sections were incubated overnight at 4°C
in a humidified chamber. Biotinylated secondary anti-mouse IgG antibody (Dako) was
used at 1:500 dilution in blocking mixture followed by incubation for 30 min. with avi-
din-biotin conjugated to horseradish peroxidase (ABC-HRP; Dako) diluted in 0.05M
Tris-HCI, pH 7.4. Immunostaining was developed using 3,3’-diaminobenzidine (Liquid
DABplus; Dako), All sections were then lightly counterstained with hematoxylin. The
intensity of immunostaining was scored on an arbitrary scale ranging from negative (-)
through weakly positive (+) to intensely positive (++++).

Results

Our immunohictochemical studies on embryonal day 21.5 did not found any expression
of p63 proteins in the fetal rat testes. The negative large gonocytes (prespermatogonia)
are seen in the center of seminiferous cords. The similar negative reaction was observed
in the testes on postnatal day 8™ and differentiating spermatogonia that actively prolifer-
ate are located on the basal membrane of the cords.

First faint expression of p63 proteins appeared on day 15% in the nuclei of single
pachytene spermatocytes adluminally located. On day 18" more immunopositive sper-
matocytes at stage middle pachytene were seen in the seminiferous tubules. Germ cells
in earlier stages of meiosis (leptotene and zygotene) are negative.

Strong immunoreactivity of p63 was evident on day 25™ and some stage specificity
can be seen as four type tubules can be distinguished based on the different association
of germ cell types (Fig. 1a). Spermatocytes at stage late pachytene are more intensively
stained compared to the spermatocytes at stage middle pachytene.

In the adult rat testes spermatogenesis is complete and fourteen stages of cycle of the
seminiferous epithelium are present. Stage specific pattern of expression of p63 proteins
is obvious and reaction is confined to the primary and secondary spermatocytes in the
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tubules from middle (VII-VIII) to late stages (IX-XIV) (Fig. 1¢). Early pachytene sper-
matocytes in stages [-VI are negative for p63. Primary spermatocytes at middle pachy-
tene stage of meiosis are intensively stained. Strong immune-reactivity continues in late
pachytene spermatocytes in stages [X-XII of spermatogenic cycle. Primary spermato-
cytes at diplotene stage in XIII stage of the cycle are less immune-reactive that pachytene
germ cells. Weak expression can be seen in the nuclei of secondary spermatocytes in
stage XIV. More advanced postmeiotic germ cells, spermatids do not express p63.

The testes from rats treated neonatally with DES showed suppressed spermato-
genesis manifested by dramatic reduction in germ cell number, especially evident for
primary spermatocytes on day 18" and day 25™. In seminiferous tubules form 25 day
old DES treated testes single middle pachytene spermatocytes can be seen that exhibit
strong immuno-expression for p63 comparable to that in controls (Fig. 1b). In adult
DES treated testes of spermatocytes were less intensively stained compared to the con-
trols (Fig. 1d).

Paraffin sections from ductus deferens of 18 day old control rats were used as posi-
tive control where strong expression is shown in basal epithelial cells (Fig.1e). For vali-
dation of the DES treatment sections form ductus deferens of 18 day old DES treated
rats were used where lack of p63 and altered basal cells differentiation were reported in
our previous study (Fig. 1f) [1].

CONTROL DES

25d testis

adult testis

18d d. deferens

Fig. 1. Immunoexpression of p63 in the germ cells (spermatocytes) of con-
trol rat and DES treated testes on day 25 (a, b) and in adulthood (¢, d). Posi-
tive controls from ductus deferens from control and DES treated rats on day
18 (e, f). Note basal epithelial cells are labelled
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Semi-quantitative and schematic presentation of immunoexpression of p63 proteins
during the stages of spermatogenic cycle is shown on is shown on table 1 and fig. 2.

Table 1. Semi-quantitative immunoexpression of p63 in the stages of spermatogenic cycle

Stages of the VI VIL-VIIL IX-XII X111 XIV
cycle
Type of early middle . secondary
spermatocyte pachytene pachytene late pachytene diplotene spermatocytes
Intensity of - N - ++ +
immune reaction

e e e e e e o e e e

1 -1 v v Vi Vil Vil IX X X1 X Xt Xiv

Fig. 2. Schematic presentation of immunoexpression of p63 during spermatogenic cycle

Discussion

All the three member of p53 family were expressed in the mouse testis [12]. In the
mammalian testis, it has been shown that p53 plays important roles in the regulation of
germ cell apoptosis and meiosis. P53 is expressed in spermatocytes demonstrated by
immunohistochemistry and in situ hybridization [18]. The knockout of p53 gene results
in increased number of abnormal gametes due to suppression of spontaneous apoptosis
[19]. In the testis, however, participation of p63 to DNA damage-induced apoptosis has
not proved yet.
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Immunohistochemical studies by Hamer et al. [5] revealed presence of p73 in the
cytoplasm of spermatogonia, spermatocytes, residual bodies, as well as in the nuclei
of spermatocytes and round spermatids. In contrast to the p73 -/- mice, in which no
structural abnormalities were found in reproductive organs of either male or female by
histology, the function of p63 in spermatogenesis is obscure, since p63 null mice born
with severe developmental defects and die soon after birth [12].

In our study we used an anti-p63 antibody (4A4 Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Cali-
fornia, USA) raised against the amino terminus of ANp63 (amino acids 1-205). Since
15-205 amino acid region of ANp63 is a DNA binding domain which coincides with
111-301 amino acids of Tap63, this antibody reacts with all six p63 variants of mouse,
rat and human origin in Western blotting and immunohistochemistry.

Our developmental study demonstrated specific reaction for p63 protein in the
nuclei of meiotic germ cells (spermatocytes) and is in concern with data by Hayashi
et al [6] in rat and by Nakamuta and Kobayashi [13] in mice. As expression of p63 in
primary spermatocytes at early puberty coincides with appearance of Notch 1 and its
ligand Jagged 2 [6], p63 was suggested to governs the balance between development,
differentiation and apoptosis of germ cells through the Notch signaling system and p53
target genes. Moreover, our detailed observation on the expression of p63 during the
cycle of seminiferous epithelium provide new data about stage specific localization of
p63 protein in primary spermatocytes from middle pachytene till diplotene stage of
prophase [ of meiosis and in secondary spermatocytes, as well. On day 25 (mid puberty)
four type/stages of seminiferous tubules can be distinguished where different intensity
of immune reaction was found. In adult testes we observe expression of p63 in stages
VII-XIV of the spermatogenic cycle. Nuclear localization of p63 proteins at specific
stages of spermatogenesis suggests their involvement in the regulation of cellular func-
tion during spermatogenic cell differentiation. On the other hand p53 is also expressed
in spermatocytes [18]. Since TAp63 can transactivate p53-response genes and induce
apoptosis, and the localization of p63 in developing testis was coincided with those of
p53, TAp63 might induce the transcription of genes required for the cell cycle regula-
tion or apoptosis of germ cells synergistically with p53 [13].

In our study we did not found any reaction of p63 in mitotic dividing germ cells
-spermatogonia of developing and adult testes and they confirm observations in rat and
mice by the authors mentioned above [6, 13]. However, Nakamuta and Kobayashi [12.
14] provide data for early expression of p63 since embryonal day 8.5 (e8.5) in primor-
dial germ cells in hindgut to e11.5 in genital ridge that continues later in fetal male and
female gonads. An important role of p63 in migration of germ cells and their coloniza-
tion to the gonads is suggested. There are no differences between males and females
as for the role of p63 in primordial germ cells before the germ cells are determined
their different developmental fates to the testis or ovary. As opposite events occur in
the fetal male and female gametogenesis specific pattern of p63 expression in mouse
fetal gonads are found. In the fetal testes p63 was seen in the proliferating prespermato-
gonia from e12.5 to e18.5 and then protein expression declines and diminishes during
quiescent period prior to resumption of germ cell development after birth. In contrast.
germ cells in fetal ovary enter meiosis before birth, and arrest at the prophase of the first
meiotic division, which do not complete until a few hours before ovulation. Moreover
p63 protein is confined to the oocytes of primordial and primary follicles and expression
is lost as follicles develop [16]. Despite the significant differences between male and
female gametogenesis, there is temporal and spatial expression of p63 protein in germ
cells involving early fetal events and resumption of cell cycle progression at puberty.
Hence, an important role for p63 in cell cycle control and in regulation of germ cell
development/meiosis is suggested.
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Our study on developing and adult rat testes does not find any localization of p63
in postmeiotic stages of spermatogenesis — round spermatids as it was reported in mice
by Nakamuta and Kobayashi [13]. This discrepancy could reveal some species specific-
ity in expression of p63 proteins.

A study by Petre-Lazar et al. [16] followed ontogeny of each p63 mRNA iso-
forms during testis development to demonstrate correlation between their expression
and gonocyte activity (proliferation/apoptosis versus quiescence). As p63y mRNA and
protein are strongly expressed in quiescent gonocytes, the y isoforms appears to be the
determining factor in these processes, rather than the balance between p63 N-terminal
isoforms (TA and AN). P63 is suggested to be involved in spontaneous apoptosis in the
germ cell lineage. There are many pro-apoptotic factors that are up-regulated by Tap63y
in different models and the Bcl2 and the Notch families may be also involved in apop-
tosis of postnatal germ cells.

As p63-/- mice died at birth Petre-Lazar et al [16] performed in vitro studies us-
ing tissue fragments of fetal testes from p63 -/- and p63 +/+ mice. Invalidation of p63
resulted in an increase number of gonocytes during the culture period of 3 days due to
a decrease in spontaneous apoptosis. Lack of p63 also caused abnormal morphology
of germ cells (giant cells) that was found in p63 +/- adult male mice. These giant germ
cells are reported in rat neonatal testes after treatment with phthalate (DBP) [3] as well
as in human testicular carcinoma in situ which is thought to originate from the abnormal
differentiation of fetal gonocytes, possibly after exposure to estrogens or xenoestrogens
[17]. The potent synthetic estrogen, diethylstilbestrol also has been reported to perturb
p63 expression in the Mullerian duct [7] and in basal cells of developing rat epididymis
and ductus deferens [1].

In conclusion, our results demonstrated that p63 is developmentally regulated in
the testis as well as throughout the spermatogenic cycle and possibly changed with apo-
ptotic and mitotic activity of germ cells. P63 is suggested to have clinical importance
playing a role in preventing testicular lesions as apoptosis provides a mechanism for
removing incorrectly differentiated gonocytes, which are thought to give rise to germ
cell tumors.
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Abstract: Levels of N-Ac--D-mannosamine-binding proteins were higher in the culture medium from
MCF-7 (human adenocarcinoma cells) treated with Co(Chol),.2H,0 and La(Chol); 2H,0 as com-
pared their levels in the culture medium from non-treated cells. We also found higher levels of D-
galactosamine- mannose- and galactose-binding proteins in culture media from tumor cells treated with
Cu(Chol),.4H,0, Co(Chol),.2H,0O and La(Chol),2H,0, as compared to their levels in the culture media
from non-treated cells. D-glucosamine-binding proteins were down-regulated after treatment with all
of the metal complexes. Treatment of MCF-7 with La(Chol), 2H,0 led to higher levels of N-Ac-D-glu-
cosamine- and D-mannosamine-binding proteins in the culture medium, compared to non-treated cell.
D-fucose-binding proteins were up-regulated in cell culture treated with Co(Chol),.2H,0 and La(Chol),
2H,0, as compared to their expression in non-treated cells.

Key words: carbohydrate-binding proteins, MCF-7 adenocarcinoma, metal complexes.

Introduction

Carbohydrate-binding proteins (CBPs) play important role in the processes of malignant
transformation and metastasis in a variety of tumor cells. Qualitative and quantitative
changes in the expression of intracellular and cell surface galectins have been correlated
with transformation and metastasis of tumor cells [7]. Carbohydrate-binding proteins
with specificities other than galactose are expressed in many tumor cells. However their
role in tumor cell biology is not as clear as the role of galectins. Fucose-binding proteins
are expressed in rhabdomyosarcomas [2] and human epithelial tumor [3]. Liver metas-
tases of three other types of primary tumors showed a tendency towards preferential
expression of additional fucose-binding proteins [6]. Secretion of these carbohydrate-
binding proteins was not followed up, but such secreted receptor could participate in
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cell adhesion phenomena through binding to terminal fucose residues on the complex
type N-linked glycans. Mannose-binding proteins were found in human teratocarci-
noma cells [4]. Specific anti-carbohydrate immunotherapy of Guerin tumor cells cor-
relate strongly with their proliferation index [1]. Metastatic lesions to lung from three
different types of primary tumors revealed tumor-associated mannan-binding proteins
[6]. Spontaneous strongly metastatic variants (ESb) of a murine lymphoma contained
additional sugar receptors for N-acetylglucosamine. In another model system derived
from the murine mastocytoma cell line P815x2A, biochemical analysis of the liver-
metastasizing variant P815x2B revealed additional characteristic acetylgalactosamine-
and maltose-specific binding proteins [5].

Materials and Methods

Synthesis of metal complexes of cholic acid: A solutions of 10 ml containing 0.5
mM of Cu(CH,COO),H,0, Co(NO;) 6H,0, La(NO,) 6H,0 were added to 10 mi 1
mM solution of sodium cholate (C,,H,,0,Na). The resulting mixture was stirred and
heated for 1 hour. Formed precipitates were filtered, washed with water and dried
over P,O,,.

Culturing and treatment of MCF-7 cells: MCF-7 (human breast adenocarci-
noma) cells were routinely grown as monolayer cultures in a combination of E-199
and Iscove’s modified Dulbecco’s medium (IMDM) supplemented with 10% fetal
calf serum, penicillin (100 U/ml) and streptomycin (100 mg/ml). The culture was
maintained at 37 °C, 5% CO, in a humidified atmosphere. At the 24" h cells from
monolayers were washed and covered with media modified with 100 mg/ml of the
compound examined.

Haemagglutination experiments: Agglutination assays were done in microtitter
U plates using serial two-fold dilutions of cell culture samples. For sugar inhibition
studies, 1 M of the corresponding sugars were added in place of the 0.15 M NaCl and
preincubated with the lectin source for 30 min at room temperature.

Results

N-Ac-f—-D-mannosamine-binding proteins: Levels of N-Ac-p—D-mannosamine-
binding protein were of the same order in MCF-7 cells treated Co(Col),.2H,0 and non-
treated cells. The highest levels of expression were found in the culture medium from
MCF-7 cells treated with Cu(Chol),.4H,0O, whereas tumor cells treated with La(Chol),
2H,0 complex expressed an intermediate levels of N-Ac-f—D-mannosamine-binding
proteins, see Fig 1.

D-galactosamine-binding proteins: CBPs with specific to D-galactosamine in
treated MCF-7 cells were upregulated compared to non-treated cells, see Fig. 1. Among
treated cells the ones treated with La(Chol), 2H,O secreted the highest levels of D-
galactosamine CBP in the culture medium.

D-mannose-binding proteins: We found higher levels of D-mannose CBPs
in treated cells compared to non-treated ones, see Fig. 1. Tumor cells treated with
La(Chol),2H,0 complex had the highest levels of D-mannose-binding proteins in their
culture media when compared to levels of these CBPs in culture medium from tumor
cells treated with Cu(Chol),.4H,0, Co(Chol),.2H,O complexes.
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D-glucosamine-binding proteins: We found that levels of D-glucosamine specific
carbohydrate-binding proteins were lower in culture media from MCF-7 cells treated
with Cu(Chol),.4H,0 and La(Chol), 2H,0, as compared to the levels of these CBP in
culture medium from tumor cell treated w1th the Co(Chol),.2H,0O complex, see Fig. 1.
Culture media from tumor cells treated with Co(Chol),.2H,0 and La(Chol), 2H,0 had
lower levels of D-glucosamine-binding proteins, as compared to their levels i 1n non-
treated cells.

QCu
ECo

BLa

Onontreated

M control

Inhibition (mM)

N-Ac-B-D- D-Galactosamine D(+) Mannose  D-Glucosamine
Mannosamine

Fig. 1. Inhibition of haemagglutination with N-Ac-f-D-mannosamine, D-galactosamine, mannose
and D-glucosamine between rat erythrocytes and culture media from MCF-7 breast adenocarci-
noma cells treated with 100 pg/ml Cu(Chol),.4H,0 (Cu), Co(Chol),.2H,0 (Co) and La(Chol),
2H,0 (La) complexes of the cholic acid. Culture media from non-treated cells (nontreated), only
culture media (control).

N-Ac-D-glucosamine-binding proteins: N-Ac-D-glucosamine CBPs were upreg-
ulated in treated MCF-7, as compared to their levels in the control, see Fig. 2. Culture
media from MCF-7 tumor cells treated with 100 pg/ml La(Chol), 2H,O had higher
levels of this carbohydrate-binding protein, as compared to tumor cells treated with
Cu(Chol),.4H,0 and Co(Col),.2H,0.

Galactose-binding proteins: We found that the levels of carbohydrate-binding
proteins (CBPs) with specificity towards galactose were higher in culture media from
MCEF-7 cells treated with 100 pg/ml Cu(Chol),.4H,0, Co(Chol),.2H,0O and La(Chol),
2H,0, as compared to their levels in culture medium from cells without treatment, see
Fig. 2. The highest levels of expression of this CBP were detected in the tumor cell
treated with Cu(Chol),.4H,0.

Fucose-binding proteins: D-fucose CBPs were upregulated in treated cells, com-
pared to non-treated, see Fig. 2. MCF-7 cells treated with La(Chol), 2H,O had the high-
est secretion of fucose-binding proteins in the culture media.

Mannosamine-binding proteins: Mannosamine-specific carbohydrate-binding
proteins were found to be down regulated in MCF-7 cells treated with 100 pg/ml
Cu(Chol),.4H,0, Co(Chol),.2H,0, as compared to the levels of these CBPs in non-
treated cells, see Fig. 2. La(Chol), 2H,O treated cells had the highest expression of
mannosamine-binding proteins.
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Fig. 2. Inhibition of haemagglutination with N-Ac-D-glucosamine, galactose, D-fucose and D-
mannosamine. HCI between rat erythrocytes and culture media from MCF-7 breast adenocarci-
noma cells treated with 100 pg/ml Cu(Chol),.4H,0 (Cu), Co(Chol),.2H,0 (Co) and La(Chol),
2H,0 (La) complexes of the cholic acid. Culture media from non-treated cells (nontreated), only
culture media (control)

Discussion

Carbohydrate-binding proteins (CBPs) are usually up-regulated in many tumor cell
lines. CBPs are involved in biological events concerning tumor behavior such as homo-
and heterotypic cell adhesions and adhesion to the extracellular matrix (ECM). The aim
of our study was to evaluate expression and secretion of carbohydrate-binding proteins
in culture media from MCF-7 adenocarcinoma cells treated with metal complexes of
the cholic acid. To our knowledge there are no data on the influence of cholic acid and
its metal complexes on expression of tumor associated carbohydrate-binding proteins.

We followed up expression of carbohydare-binding proteins with different spe-
cificities in Guerin tumor cells treated with metal complexes of the cholic acid. For
N-Ac-B-D-mannosamine-binding proteins we found that Cu(Chol),.4H,0 complex is
most potent effector for upregulation of these proteins. On the other hand D-galac-
tosamine-binding proteins were upregulated after treatment with La(Chol), 2H,0 com-
plex. Similar to D-galactosamine-binding proteins, D-mannose-binding proteins were
also upregulated after treatment with La(Chol), 2H,0 complex. Levels of expression
of D-glucosamine-binding proteins were higher after treatment with Co(Chol),.2H,O
complex. Upregulation of N-Ac-D-glucosamine-binding proteins was also observed
after treatment of tumor cells with La(Chol), 2H,O complex. Expression of Galactose-
binding proteins, on the other hand, was affected by all three of the investigated metal
complexes. Treatment with La(Chol), 2H,0 complex of cholic acid led to upregulation
of Fucose-binding proteins and Mannosamine-binding proteins.

In conclusion we can say that La(Chol), 2H,O complex of cholic acid is the most
potent effector leading to upregulation of five of all 8 investigated carbohydrate-binding
proteins. Following-up expression of CBPs can be helpful to assess treatment of tumor
cells. Combined with measuring of the proliferation index expression of these proteins
can be used to follow effectiveness of anti-cancer drugs.

Acknowledgements. This study was partially supported by Grant CC 1402/2004, National Scientific
Council, Ministry of Education and Science, Bulgaria.
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In vitro-cultivation of human oral mucosa
epithelial cells and tissue explants

as a modern method for applications in therapy
of limbal stem cell deficiency. A pilot study
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Possibilities for application of oral mucosa epithelial cells and tissue explants for development of novel
therapeutic strategies in ocular limbal stem cell deficiency were examined. For this goal, because of the
proved expression of limbal epithelial stem cell markers, epithelial stem cells and tissue explants from
human oral mucosa were in vitro-cultivated in appropriate laboratory conditions. Techniques for substrate
adhesion of the isolated cells and tissue explants from human oral mucosa on glass or plastic lamella,
previously treated with poly-L-Lysine, with gelatine and with Fetal Calf Serum (FCS), respectively,
were tested. All cells were characterized on the basis of their morphological characteristics: shape,
presence or appearance of mitotic figures, as well as confluence and adherence on the substrate used.
Formation of both adherent and non-adherent cell sheets, consisting of cells with different morphology
and maturation degree, was observed. Future experiments in this direction should be connected mainly
with cultivation of oral mucosa tissue explants and epithelial cells, on a bio-membrane in its role of
appropriate biological substrates, as well as with proof of specific markers in them, about eventual
possibilities for future applications in construction of implants for the needs of reparative ophthalmology.

Key words: human oral mucosa, epithelial stem/progenitor cells, tissue explants, in vitro-cultivation.

Introduction

The concept of limbal stem cells (LSCs) has been imposed from the combined presence
in them of markers for cell differentiation (as Keratins K3, K12, Connexin Cx43, etc.),
as well as of stem cell markers (Keratin K19, ABCG2, protein p63, Vimentin, Nestin,
Integrins 1 and a9, Enolase) [6, 16-18]. Those cells are localized in the so named limbus
(Limbus corneae). In the normal ocular surface it has been characterized as covered of
highly specialized cells [2-4, 7, 9, 15, 16]. Respectively, the improvement and develop-
ment of novel therapeutic strategies is necessary in the treatment of limbal stem cell
deficiency (LSCD) [8, 13-17], which could be a result of Stevens-Johnson syndrome
(SJS), ocular cicatricial pemphigoid, as well as different types of mechanical, physical
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and/or chemical injury [11]. As a potentially hopeful method in this aspect, the applica-
tion of oral mucosa epithelium as a source of epithelial stem cells, has been discussed
[2,8,13-17].

Cultivated autologous oral mucosal epithelial transplantation has been character-
ized as successful tissue-engineering technique for generation of autologous epithelial
cells and/or tissue explants for therapeutic practice, and, in particular, in reconstructing
the ocular surface in different cases of LSCD [11, 14, 20]. Analogically to the normal
ocular surface, the normal oral cavity has been found to contain several different types
of stratified squamous epithelia, including as nonkeratinized, parakeratinized and or-
thokeratinized [10, 20]. The longevity of epithelial cell cultures, derived from normal,
nonpathologic oral mucosa, has been described as dependent of the length of time in
culture or of the number of passages and population doublings [10].

In this direction, the main idea was connected with initial studies on development
of novel methods for laboratory cultivation of tissue explants and cells from human oral
mucosa, for eventual effective and safe treatment in different cases of LSCD.

Materials and Methods

Different combinations of the growth media Dulbecco’s Modified Minimal Essential
Medium (DMEM) and Ham’s or of DMEM and F12 were used. Those media mixtures
were supplemented with 10% Fetal Bovine Serum (FBS) and antibiotic mixture (100
Ul/ml Penicillin, 0.25 mg/ml Streptomycin and 0.25 mg/ml Amphotericin-B). Subse-
quently, L-Glutamine, 10 ng/ml Epidermal Growth Factor (EGF - Sigma-Aldrich), 5
pg/ml Insulin, 0.4 pg/ml Hydrocortisone, 24 pg/ml Adenine, as well as 2% ml/ml con-
ditioned cultural fluid of previously cultivated in it 3T3 feeder cells (fibroblasts from
embryos of Balb/c experimental mice), were added. The isolated cells and tissue ex-
plants from human oral mucosa were seeded directly on plastic or glass lamella, previ-
ously treated with poly-L-Lysine, Gelatine and/or FCS, respectively, which were put in
appropriate dishes for cultivation with liquid growth media, and incubated at 37°C, in
incubator with 5% CO, and 95% air humidity. The so prepared cultures of cells and tis-
sue explants were observed as native preparations by inverted light microscope (Leica),
supplied with mega-pixel CCD-camera.

Results and Discussion

Because of the proved expression of some markers, also indicated in limbal stem cells
[3, 6, 10, 11, 14, 15, 19, 20], epithelial cells from oral mucosa were analogically in
vitro-cultivated.

Cells with different morphology and in different stages of proliferation and matu-
ration were observed, which could be confirmed by the established changes in their
shape — round, oval or polygonal, respectively (Fig. 1). Probably, those signs depend
on the stage of cell differentiation: round and/or oval cells (Fig. 1A, B), cell sheets,
composed mainly of undifferentiated cells with round and/or oval shape (Fig. 1B) and
clusters, composed mainly of more differentiated polygonal cells and small amounts
of early epithelial progenitors (Fig. 1D, E). These features were observed in use of the
three different types of substrates for seeding of the cells.

In seeding of tissue explants from human oral mucosa, gradual separation of
smaller tissue fragments, composed mainly of undifferentiated cells with round and/or
oval form, could be seen (Fig. 2). Here again these characteristics were present inde-
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D E
Fig. 1. Human oral mucosa epithelial celis in different phases of proliferation
and differentiation: in early phases of differentiation, characterizing with round
and oval shape (A) and (B); cell sheets, composed of many actively proliferating
early cell progenitors in different sub-stages, characterizing with round and oval
shape, but only few amounts of more differentiated cells with polygonal shape

could be seen (C); cell sheets, composed mainly of mature epithelial cells with
polygonal form (D) and (E) (Native preparations)

C D

Fig. 2. Tissue explants from human oral mucosa epithelium on dif-
ferent hours from their direct seeding in liquid growth medium:
Gradual separation of smailer tissue fragments, composed mainly
of undifferentiated cell progenitors cells with round and oval form,
could be seen (Native preparations)



pendently of the used substrate. Those our results were in agreement with the literature
findings about the proved different types of stratified epithelia in the oral mucosa zone
(Fig. 2A) [10]. The noticed increase in the sub-populations from the separate cells in the
tissue explants in the time was accepted as a proof for their strong proliferation capacity
(Fig. 2B-D).

Conclusion

In in vitro-incubation of cells and tissue explants from human oral mucosa, cells with
different shape and morphology, in different stages of proliferation and differentiation
were noted. A proof for their strong proliferation capacity was the observed increase in
the cell sub-populations.

Future studies, connected particularly with proof of limbal stem cell markers in
the so cultivated tissue explants and epithelial cells from oral mucosa, but also of tech-
niques for their laboratory cultivation on appropriate substrates for the needs of repara-
tive ophthalmology, are necessary.
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Summary: Local application of heat is a well-known concept in therapeutic medicine that has been
explored extensively for the treatment of cancer and other conditions. This study has been designed to
determine the photothermal properties of plasmonically heated gold nanoparticles (GNPs) in vivo, using
experimental animal model - solid myeloid Graffi tumor in hamsters. Combining cytochemical, bio-
chemical and histopathological methods we found that combination of GNPs (40 nm and 100 nm) and
laser treatment with different characteristics of the laser beam resulted in localized heating and causing
local destruction of the tumor tissue, prolonged survival rate and mean survival time of the tumor bear-
ing animals. This study demonstrates that GNPs are a novel class of photothermal agents which cause
cell injury and death through conversion of absorbed light to thermal energy.
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Introduction

The revolution in cancer therapy has taken place by emerging use of laser light to
achieve controlled and confined thermal damage in the tumor tissue. Laser is an optical
source that emits photons in a coherent and narrow beam [1]. Noble metal nanopar-
ticles have become very useful as agents for photothermal therapy of their enhanced
absorption cross sections, which are four to five orders of magnitude larger than those
offered by conventional photoabsorbing dyes. This strong absorption ensures effec-
tive laser therapy at relatively lower energies rendering the therapy method minimally
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invasive. Irradiation with short laser pulses has been shown to lead to rapid heating of
the particles and vaporization of thin layer of fluid surrounding each particle, produc-
ing microscopic explosions and bubble formation [3-5, 7-9]. Clusters formed by the
assembly of gold nanoparticles enhance the bubble formation, causing more efficient
cancer cell killing [8].

Aim

The aim of the present study is to elucidate the effects of local application of gold nano-
particles in combination with laser beam irradiation on parameters of the tumor growth
and histopathological evaluation of the tumor tissue damage.

Materials and Methods

Golden Syrian hamsters, 2-4 months old, weighing approximately 100 g were pur-
chased from a breeding base Oncology Center, Sofia. The animals were divided into ex-
perimental groups and were kept under standard conditions in individual plastic cages
with free access to food and water. All studies were performed in accordance with the
Guide for Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, as proposed by the Committee on Care
Laboratory Animal Resources, Commission on Life Sciences and National Research
Council. An experimental Graffi myeloid tumor was created and maintained monthly
in vivo by subcutaneous transplantation of live tumor cells by method described by
Toskova et al., 2008 [6]. Spontaneous regrassion in this experimental tumor model was
not observed. The tumors were irradiated using Nd-YAG laser at A = 532 nm, pulse
duration T p= 15 ns and repetition rate 1 Hz. Gold nanoparticles (GNP) with diameters
of 40 nm and 100 nm (BBInternational, Cardiff, UK) were used as colloid solutions
without surfactants, stabilizers or enhancers. Changes in tumor volume and mean sur-
vival time (MST) of tumor-bearing hamsters after combination laser/GNP therapy were
followed. Untreated tumor-bearing and healthy animals were used as controls. Samples
of tumor tissue were selected for histopathological studies. They were obtained from
animals from each experimental group and were processed and stained with haema-
toxylin-eosin according to the standard histological technique. At the 72nd hour after
treatment, experimental tumor bearing animals from different groups were euthanized.
The solid tumors were dissected and selected parts were immediately fixed for 48 hours
in 10% phosphate buffered formalin pH 7.2 (end formalin concentration was 3,8 —4%),
included in paraffin and cut in sections of 4 pm. Representative histological sections
were stained with hematoxylin-eosin.

Some experiments were carried out aimed to clarify whether inhibition of prolif-
eration of Graffi tumor cells takes place through apoptosis. For this purpose primary
culture of Graffi tumor cells were cultured for 4 h on coverslips, then colloid gold was
added to each sample in end concentration 10 pg/mL and cells were cultured for 24
hours to ensure the passive transport of the GNPs into the tumor cells. Cells were ir-
radiated with Nd-Yag laser system with parameters of the laser beam depending on the
requirements of the experiment. After two hours fluorescent analysis was performed.
AOQ stains both viable and dead cells emitting strong green fluorescence, as a result of
intercalation between the bases of double-stranded DNA and red-orange fluorescence
after binding to single-stranded RNA [2]. In contrast, PI is a fluorochrome which does
not stain viable cells with intact cell membrane. It stains the dead and late apoptotic
cells with altered cell membrane permeability.
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Results and discussion

Morphological changes in Graffi tumor cells treated with gold nanoparticles and irra-
diated with laser beam with different energies observed with fluorescent microscopy
are shown in Fig. 1. The nucleus of the untreated Graffi cells showed homogenous
fluorescence with no signs of segmentation and fragmentation. Cells treated with
gold nanoparticles and irradiated exhibited different signs of early and late apopto-
sis. The obtained results support the claim that the combination of gold nanoparticles
(40 nm and 100 nm) and laser irradiation induces death of Graffi tumor cells through
apoptosis.

Fig. 1. Fluorescent micrography of Graffi tumor cells, stained with acridine orange and ethid-
ium bromide. Bar =20 um

The combination of GNP and laser therapy on hamsters with Graffi tumor showed
temporary positive effect on the metric parameters of the tumor growth, expressed in
reduction of tumor volume and prolonged mean survival time (data not shown).

The results observed in native scanned histological preparations showed that at the
72nd hour after treatment (Fig. 2) a narrow zone of necrotic effect in the tumor tissue.
This zone lays on the axis of action of the laser beam and is well pronounced when
the tumor was treated with 40 nm gold nanoparticles, while in tumors treated with 100
nm nanoparticles this zone of destruction is much wider (Fig, 2A). At the 7th day after
the treatment the zone of necrotic alterations in the tumor tissue is unclear due to the
lateral growth of the tumor tissue, remained unaffected from the photodynamic therapy
(Fig. 2B). In the cases with small tumor formations the neoplastic tissue was totally
destructed (data not shown).

The treatment of Graffi tumor bearing animals with gold nanoparticles and laser
irradiation induces pathomorphological changes in the zone of treatment, shown in Fig-
ure 3. These changes detected by pathohistological methods could be classified in the
following zones:
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Fig. 2. Solid Graffi tumor in hamsters at 3rd (A, A') and 7th (B, B") day
after combined treatment with nanoparticles and laser. (A, B) — Zone of
tumoricide effect on the neoplastic tissue (arrow) after treatment with
gold nanoparticles (40 nm) and laser (80 mJ/cm?) at 3rd and 7th day re-
spectively; (A!, B') — Zone of tumoricide effect on the neoplastic tissue
(arrow) after treatment with nanoparticles (100 nm) and laser (80 mJ/cm?)
at 3rd and 7th day respectively. Scanned native histological preparations

LASER beam

<€——Neoptastuc tussye ——»}€——Dead tissue ——»!

Fig. 3. Solid myeloid Graffi tumor in hamster, inoculated with gold na-
noparticles (40 nm). (A) — untreated surface with intact structure; (B) —
totally destructed skin and neoplastic tissue in laser treated tumor; (C)
from top to bottom — skin, dead tumor tissue and viable neoplastic tissue.
Hematoxylin- eosin



a. Superficial zone of total necrotic tissue (SZTNT) - necrotic tumor cells as cell
debris with nuclear fragments or entirely lytic cells with pale nuclei (Fig. 4a);

b. Middle superficial zone of necrotic tissue (MSZNT) — Iytic cells and basophilic
agglomerations. (Fig. 4b);

c. Middle deep zone of necrotic tissue (MDZNT) — tumor necrotic tissue, hemor-
rhages (Hrrg) and inflammatory mononuclear cells (Mo) (Fig. 4c);

d. Zone of deep necrotic tissue (ZDNT) — necrotic tissue with inflammatory mon-
onuclear cells (Mo) (Fig. 4d);

e. Zone of deep neoplastic tissue (ZDNeoT) and Zone of lateral neoplastic tissue
(ZLNeoT) — neoplastic tissue with the specific characteristics of myeloid Graffi
tumor in hamsters (Fig. 4e).

LASER

e

»

Fig. 4. Classification of the tissue lesions detected in solid myeloid Graffi tumor in hamsters after lo-
cal treatment with gold nanoparticles (40nm) and laser irradiation: (a) SZTNT — Superficial zone of
total necrotic tissue; (b) MSZNT - Middle superficial zone of necrotic tissue; (c) MDZNT — Middle
deep zone of necrotic tissue; (d) ZDNT — Zone of deep necrotic tissue; (¢) ZDNeoT and ZLNeoT —
Zone of deep neoplastic tissue and Zone of lateral neoplastic tissue. Hematoxylin-eosin
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The conducted studies showed that the combination of treatment with gold nano-
particles and laser effectively suppressed the tumor tissue growth and had temporary
positive effects on the reduction of tumor cell mass within the solid tumors. Pathohis-
tological studies clearly highlighted separate zones of nanothermolysis in the tumor tis-
sue, which could help to improve the parameters of the nanoparticles and laser system
in future experiments, aiming the optimal conditions for total destruction of the tumor
cells in lateral and deep zones. These neoplastic cells remained viable which allowed
the lateral tumor growth and explained the temporary inhibition on the tumor growth.

The results obtained showed that application of plasmonically activated gold na-
noparticles for in vivo treatment of Graffi tumor in hamsters demonstrate considerable
antitumor effect and have the potential to be used for local treatment of small solid
tumors.
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Abstract: Zygomatic bone is situated in the upper and medial section of the facial part of the skull and
is of great importance for its shape. Nevertheless, metrical data concerning dimensions, proportions
and bilateral asymmetry of the zygomatic bone are not comprehensive enough. On the other hand, it is
hard or completely impossible to compare data given from different authors. In this study a total of 125
adult male skulls were investigated to perform a detailed characterization of zygomatic bone as well as
to evaluate the manifestation of bilateral asymmetry. Seven linear features were measured separately on
both sides. Quantitative assessment of the bilateral asymmetry and converting the absolute asymmetry
values into relative values was performed using the Index of Asymmetry (IA). According to our results,
the left zygomatic bone is larger as a whole, while the right one is more projected with higher lateral
surface and significantly wider frontal process.
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Introduction

Zygomatic bone is situated in the upper and medial section of the facial part of the
skull and is of great importance for its shape. The zygomatic bone forms the promi-
nences of the cheek and separates the orbit from the temporal fossa. It articulates
with the maxilla, the greater wing of the sphenoid, and the zygomatic processes of
the frontal and temporal bones. It is irregular in shape and has three surfaces, two
processes and five borders [18]. The strongly prominent and situated more parallel
to the frontal plane zygomatic bones contribute to enlargement of the face breadth.
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Conversely, when the bones are less prominent and situated more sagittal the face
looks narrower and gracile [27]. The size and curvature of the bone varies greatly in
different population, being smaller and flatter in Caucasian skulls and larger and more
curved in Mongoloid race [1, 23, 24].

Knowledge about human skull asymmetry in normal dry specimens is useful as a
parameter for medical and dentistry practice. The caliper direct method for evaluation
of the bilateral asymmetry is a reliable technique used in anatomical and anthropologi-
cal studies [17]. Fazekas & Kosa [5] recorded the length and width of the bone during
fetal life. Moss, Noback & Robertson [13] also recorded length and height of the bone
from 8 to 20 weeks but landmarks are not defined. Nevertheless, metrical data concern-
ing the dimensions, proportions and bilateral asymmetry of the zygomatic bone are not
comprehensive enough. On the other hand it is hard or completely impossible to com-
pare data given from different authors. This difficult comes from insufficient standard
dimensions for this bone and the various measurements between different craniometri-
cal points used by the researchers. In this context the aim of the study is to perform a
detailed metrical characterization of zygomatic bone as well as to evaluate the manifes-
tation of bilateral asymmetry.

Material and Methods

Actotal of 125 male skulls from the ossuary at the National Museum of Military History,
Sofia, were studied. The skulls belong to adult male individuals.

For quantification of craniofacial asymmetry are used measurements for the right
and left sides separately. The differences between homologous measurements supply
information about the dominant side. This method provides good information about
side differences and local imbalance [7].

For the aim of this study were measured (in millimeters) bilaterally seven linear
features between standard craniometrical points by Martin & Saller [11]:

1. Total height of zygomatic bone (zm — fmf). The linear distance between the land-
marks zygomaxillare and frontomalare temporale (Fig. 1), sliding caliper.

2. Height of lateral (external) surface of zygomatic bone (zm — ju). The linear dis-
tance between the landmarks zygomaxillare and jugale (Fig. 1), sliding caliper.

3. Height of frontal process of zygomatic bone (ju — fint). The linear distance be-
tween the landmarks jugale and frontomalare temporale (Fig. 1), sliding caliper.

4. Breadth of frontal process of zygomatic bone (fint — fino). The linear distance
between the landmarks frontomalare temporale and frontomalare orbitale (Fig. 1), slid-
ing caliper.

5. Arc of zygomatic bone, after Alekseev and Debetz [26]. The least distance on
the zygomatic bone surface between the landmarks, in which the breadth of zygomatic
bone is measured, tape.

6. Projection of zygomatic bone, after Alekseev and Debetz [26]. The greatest
perpendicular, pulled down from the line of zygomatic bone breadth to the surface of
the bone, coordinate caliper.

For more detailed metrical characterization and assessment of the bilateral asym-
metry were included data for the breadth of zygomatic bone, obtained in our previous
study on the same material [14]:

7. Breadth of zygomatic bone, chord — after Alekseev and Debetz [26]. The direct
distance from the lowest point situated on temporozygomatic suture (at a transition
from the lateral surface to the inferior surface of zygomatic arch) to the crossing point
of zygomaticomaxillary suture with the lower rim of the orbit (Fig. 1), sliding caliper.
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Fig. 1. Measurements of zygomatic bone: 1. total height of zygomatic bone
(zm — fint); 2. height of lateral surface of zygomatic bone (zm — ju); 3. height
of frontal process of zygomatic bone (ju — fimt); 4. breadth of frontal process
of zygomatic bone (fint — fino); 7. breadth of zygomatic bone, chord

In the present study any difference between the homologous distances of the right
and left sides is considered as an asymmetry. Quantitative assessment of the bilateral
asymmetry and converting the absolute asymmetry values into relative values were per-
formed using Wolanski’s index for intergroup comparison [21]. In this case, the index
was used to evaluate the bilateral asymmetry and is referred to as Index of Asymmetry
(IA): TA = [2. (x, - x,).100)/(x, + x,), x, — value of the measurement on the right side;
x, — value of the measurement on the left side.

The sign of the resulting IA value designates the direction of bilateral asymmetry;
signifies the left side priority and “+” signifies the right side priority. IA is calculated
individually and the given data represent the mean from the individual values.

66 9

Results

The biostatistical data are presented in Table 1.

The differences between both sides are expressed in index units (IU). The lowest value
found is -0,68 IU and the highest is 4,31 IU, which may be considered as significant.
Moreover, four of all investigated measurements show left side dominance. The left
zygomatic bone is higher (-0,68 IU), it is also wider, with larger arc (-0,54 IU) and
chord (-0,18 IU), and with insignificantly higher frontal process (-0,02 IU). The rest
three measurements show priority for the right side. The right zygomatic bone is more
projected (0,25 IU), with relatively higher lateral surface (0,77 TU) and with signifi-
cantly wider frontal process (4,31 1U). Standard deviations show that the homogeneity
of each measurement is similar with exception for the projection and the height of the
frontal process of zygomatic bone, which are more dispersed. Nevertheless, Student’s
t-test shows that the breadth of frontal process is the only measurement, which displays
statistically significant bilateral difference at p< 0,05 with priority for the right side.
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ble 1. Biostatistical data about the investigated linear features of zygomatic bone

Measurements of Right Left
0 .

zygomatic bone

n mean | SEM | SD min | max n mean | SEM | SD min | max
|| Total height (zm-fmt) 125 146,96 | 0,27 | 3,04 |38,50 (54,50 | 125 | 47,28 | 0,28 | 3.11 | 39.00 | 55.00
| Height (zm-ju) 124 27,54 025 | 2,78 | 18,00 [ 37,00 | 125 |27.32] 025 | 2.74 | 19.00 | 37.50
s %‘;‘_gfﬁgfﬁomalpmcess 124 2540 | 020 | 227 20,00 | 32,00 | 125 | 2538 | 020 | 227 | 20.00 | 30.00
, | Breadth of frontal process | ,5 | ¢ 21 | 009 | 101 | 400 | 9.00 | 125 6,42 | 0,09 | 0,95 | 4.00 | 8.50
(fmt-fmo)

| Breadth - arc 122 | 58,56 | 0,45 | 4,94 | 44,00 | 70,00 | 125 | 58,92 | 0,43 | 4,82 | 47.00 | 70.00
, | Projection 123 | 10,54 | 0,15 | 1,66 | 6,50 | 1500 | 125 | 10,52 | 0,15 | 1,67 | 6.00 | 14.50
' | Breadth - chord 123 | 53,13 | 0,35 | 3,89 | 40,00 | 63,00 | 125 |53,22| 033 | 3,67 | 43.00 | 63.00

atistically significant difference at p < 0,05



Discussion

Working on skulls, Woo [22] found that the left zygomatic bone was predominant. In
their monograph, Kadanov and Mutafov [28] cited Ludwig (1932), that the left side
was larger than the right side and the left zygomatic bone was more projected forward
compared to the right one. In accordance with their own data from metrical investiga-
tion of contemporary cranial series, Kadanov and Mutafov [28] established that the
middle section of the facial part of the skull (both zygomatic bone and maxilla) was
more often symmetrical in vertical direction compared to horizontal direction. They
also concluded that the asymmetry was more often manifested in the breadths than
in the heights of that part of cranium. According to our results, the asymmetry was
established in the breadths as well as in the heights of the zygomatic bone, but it was
manifested to the greatest extend in the breadths (breadth of frontal process 4,31 [U).
In other studies it was established that the manifestation and degree of craniofacial
asymmetry were most pronounced in the mid-facial section, i.e. in the morphological
structure maxilla-zygomatic bone [9, 10]. Kadanov, Yordanov and Aleksandrova [29]
figured out the fact, that left half of the facial part was narrower and the entrance to the
left orbit was situated more higher compared to the right one. According to our results,
the left zygomatic bone was larger as a whole, while the right one was with more mas-
sive frontal process and lateral surface and more projected. The different results of the
researchers probably could be explained with the different methods used to determine
the craniofacial asymmetry.

In general facial asymmetry can be summarized and divided into three main cate-
gories, 1 — congenital, originating prenatally; 2 — developmental, arising during growth
with inconspicuous etiology; and 3 — acquired, resulting from injury or disease. Based
on the craniofacial structures involved, facial asymmetry can be classified into dental,
skeletal, soft tissue and functional components. Skeletal asymmetry may involve one
bone or it may affect a number of skeletal structures on one side of the face [4]. Normal
asymmetry in the area of the craniofacial skeleton can be directional or fluctuating in
nature. Directionality can in principle be found in three dimensions: anteroposterior,
cranio-caudal, and asymmetries in the left-right dimension. Fluctuating asymmetry is
another type of asymmetry normally found in the craniofacial structures, where the side
of the larger and smaller paired structure is randomly determined [15].

Perfect bilateral symmetry in the body is basically a theoretical concept that rarely
exists in live organisms [2]. The human skull is definitely asymmetrical, this is not a
matter of skull bones that differ individually from a symmetrical model, but the skull is
asymmetric as a whole. Some dimensions of the skull bones are prominent on the right
side and some on the left [3, 22]. Knowledge of quantitative normal cranial asymmetry
in a population without pathology or functional disturbance is necessary to avoid mal-
practice [17].

There is no consensus in the literature on the degree, side and spatial localization of
facial asymmetry [7, 25]. A mild degree of asymmetry is common in the face of normal
and healthy individuals. The point where the ‘“normal” asymmetry becomes “abnormal”
cannot be easily defined [2]. According to Rossi, Ribeiro & Smith [16] the larger the
asymmetry, the more the attention it has to be given because one may be nearer to a
pathological condition. Nevertheless, there are no clearly defined limits to determine
certain difference between homologous measurements of both sides as an asymmetry.
Some authors considered that asymmetry existed when the means of the differences
between the sides were statistically different from zero. Others used the Student’s t-test
for paired samples to consider the differences between the right and left sides as asym-
metries or considered as asymmetry when the differences between measurements of the

77



right and left sides were 2 mm or larger. This limit was chosen arbitrarily and turns out
to be variable because it depends on the skull size [16].

In general facial asymmetry affects the lower face more frequently than the upper
face [4]. Severt & Proffit [19] reported frequencies of facial laterality of 5%, 36% and
74% in the upper, middle and lower thirds of the face. Furthermore, in the literature
there is no agreement about the side of dominance. Using the different evaluation meth-
ods for assessment of craniofacial asymmetry, various conclusions were proposed by
different researchers. However, it is difficult to compare these studies, since the meth-
ods, the measurements and the sample characteristics (sex, age, race) are very different
[7]. Nevertheless, some authors conclude that the right side of the face has dominance
over the left side [6, 8, 20, 22]. Others established that the left side of the face predomi-
nates over the right side [3]. According to Ferrario at al. [7] the two side of face showed
significant differences in shape, but no differences in size. Moreover, the soft-tissue
cover partly masks the underlying skeletal imbalances, and skeletal asymmetries less
than 3% are not clinically discernible [6].

A number of explanations have been given for asymmetry causes, including genet-
ic problems and environmental factors producing differences in the right and left sides
[2]. According to Melnik [12], the organism does not favor identical growth of homolo-
gous bilateral structures. The difference in the degree of growth between the right and
left sides may be caused by genetic factors, environmental factors, or a combination of
the two factors. The expression of the craniofacial asymmetry can be related to heredity
as well as to the functional activity of the skeletal muscular system, especially of the
masticatory apparatus. Therefore, facial asymmetry has been associated with functional
activities of the masticatory musculoskeletal system [16].

Because of the key role of zygomatic bone in the structure and aesthetical appear-
ance of the face the evaluation of its bilateral asymmetry is of great importance to the
morphologist, anthropologists, medics and in particular to the aesthetic surgeons. We
believed that this study complements the knowledge of the zygomatic bone morphology
and could be useful in further studies of the facial asymmetry manifestations.

Conclusion

The metrical characterization shows that the breadth of frontal process is the only mea-
surement, which displays statistically significant bilateral difference with priority for
the right side. According to IA data, the left zygomatic bone is higher; it is also wider,
with larger arc and chord, and with insignificantly higher frontal process. The right
zygomatic bone is more projected, with relatively higher lateral surface and with sig-
nificantly wider frontal process.
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The study aims to be obtained morphometrical data for cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri in order
to assess the intensity of the sexual differences and study the metrical relationships between these bone
structures. Cavitas glenoidalis is measured in 65 male and 65 female scapulae and caput humeri —in 65
male and 65 female humeri. Three metrical features of cavitas glenoidalis and three metrical features
of caput humeri are measured. The sexual differences are assessed by Wolansky’s index for inter-group
comparisons. The metrical data are statistically analyzed by linear correlation analysis as well. Accord-
ing to the resulits, cavitas glenoidalis of male and female scapulae differs most strongly in its depth and
caput humeri — in its diameters. The correlation matrices show well pronounced dependences between
the metrical features of cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri separately as well as between the features
of both bone structures. However, the relationship between the depth of cavitas glenoidalis and the
height of caput humeri is the slightest one.

Key words: cavitas glenoidalis, caput humeri, metric features, sexual differences, correlations.

Introduction

Cavitas glenoidalis is a shallow articular surface, which is located on the lateral an-
gle of the scapula and forms the glenohumeral joint along with humerus. This joint
accomplishes the greatest mobility of all joints in the body. That determined cavitas
glenoidalis and caput humeri as objects of the current study in order to be obtained
morphometrical data for them both to assess the intensity of the sexual differences and
study the metrical relationships between these bone structures.

Material and methods

The anthropological investigation is performed on osteological material from archaeo-
logical excavations of medieval necropoles in the territory of Northeastern Bulgaria.
Cavitas glenoidalis was measured in 65 male and 65 female scapulae and caput humeri
—in 65 male and 65 female humeri. Only adult skeletons with preserved pairs of scapu-
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lae and humeri were chosen for the analysis. Skeletal sex and age were determined by
standard anthropological methods [7, 12, 13].

The anthropological investigation includes three metrical features of cavitas gle-
noidalis and three metrical features of caput humeri. Features with numbers in brackets
are described by the classical methods of Martin-Saller:

1. Length of cavitas glenoidalis (12), LCG — the linear distance between the high-
est point on the higher margin of cavitas glenoidalis and the lowest point on its lower
margins, sliding caliper;

2. Breadth of cavitas glenoidalis (13), BCG — the linear distance between the out-
ermost points on the lateral margins of cavitas glenoidalis, sliding caliper;

3. Depth of cavitas glenoidalis (14), DCG — the linear distance from the deepest
point of cavitas glenoidalis to the line connecting points between which is measured the
length of cavitas glenoidalis, coordinate caliper;

4. Greatest transversal diameter of caput humeri (9), GTDCH — the linear distance
between the outermost points on the lateral margins of caput humeri, sliding caliper;

S. Greatest sagittal diameter of caput humeri (10), GSDCH — the linear distance
between the highest point on the higher surface of caput humeri and the lowest point on
its lower surface, sliding caliper;

6. Height of caput humeri, HCH — the distance from the most prominent point
of caput humeri to the line connecting points between which is measured the sagittal
diameter of caput humeri, coordinate caliper.

The metric data are statistically analyzed using SPSS version 16,0. The established
sexual differences are evaluated by the Student’s t-test at p<0,01 and p<0,001. The
quantitative assessment of sexual difterences is made by Wolansky’s index for inter-
group comparisons [11]. The index is used to determine the sexual differences and is
called Index for Sexual Differences (ISD): ISD = 2.(x1 - x2).100/( x1 + x2), where
x1 is the mean value of the feature in males and x2 is the mean value of the feature in
females. The positive values of ISD show sexual differences in favour of the males and
the negative ones — sexual differences in favour of the females.

The metrical data are statistically analyzed by linear correlation analysis. The
strength of relationships is assessed by the scheme, published by Kalinov [14]: very
low correlation (r < 0,30), low (r = 0,31 + 0,50), moderate (r = 0,51 + 0,70), high
(r=10,71 = 0,90) and very high (r > 0,91). The significance of the correlations is
evaluated at P<0,05 and P<0,01. The positive sign of correlation coefficient shows
that an increase in the value of one variable indicates a similar increase in the value of
the second variable. A correlation coefficient of less than O indicates a negative
correlation.

Results and discussion

Basic statistics on the metrical features of cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri are
presented in Table 1. All investigated features of cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri
are larger in the male scapulae. The sexual differences are statistically significant at
p<0,001 and the depth of cavitas glenoidalis in the left scapulae is the only one which
shows a difference at p<0,01. The average of the length and breadth of cavitas glenoi-
dalis in our study are greater than the values reported by Churchill et al. [3], Frutos [4]
and Ozer et al. [8], which measured these diameters in the male and female scapulac
separately.

As far as the bilateral differences are concerned, cavitas glenoidalis and caput hu-
meri are larger on the right side in both sexes. Our results for the asymmetry of cavitas
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able 1. Biostatistic data of measurements of male and female scapulae and humeri

Male Female Sexual di
Features Side
n X SD n X sp | Absolute t.
difference
ength of cavitas right 37 41,8 2,4 33 36,7 2,9 5,1 8,1
lenoidalis (12) left 28 40,4 2,4 32 35,6 2,0 48 8,4
3readth of cavitas right 37 29,1 1,7 33 25,3 1,6 3,8 9,3
lenoidalis (13) left 28 28,4 1,7 32 248 1,5 3,6 8,6
Yepth of cavitas right 37 5,0 0,9 33 4,2 0,6 0,8 4,4
lenoidalis (14) left 28 47 0,8 32 4,1 0,8 0,6 2,
jreatest transversal right 37 45,1 2,6 33 39,1 2,5 6,0 9,7
liameter of caput
wumeri (9) left 28 43,7 2,6 32 38,5 2,1 5,2 8,3
jreatest sagittal right 37 47,9 2,5 33 41,9 2,6 6,0 9,7
liameter of caput
wmeri (10) left 28 47,9 3,1 32 41,3 2,3 6,6 9,5
feight of caput right 37 18,1 1,5 33 15,9 1,5 2,2 6,1
umeri left 28 17,7 1,9 32 15,6 1,1 2,1 5.4

—P<0,05; ** - P<0,01; *** —P < 0,001



glenoidalis, especially about its length, differ from these ones obtained by Mamatha et
al. [6], which show greater length of the cavity on the left side, but greater breadth on
the right one. But yet Sato and Noriyasu [9] also established that cavitas glenoidalis and
caput humeri are larger on the right side in both sexes. According to them, this appears
to point to a wider range of motion in the right shoulder joint.

According to the ISD data in the right and left scapulae, the depth of cavitas
glenoidalis shows the strongest sexual differences among the features of cavitas
glenoidalis. 1t is followed by the breadth of cavitas glenoidalis and the last one is
the length, which shows slightest sexual differences. The ISD data for the humeral
features show that the strongest sexual differences in the right humeri are observed
for the greatest transversal diameter of caput humeri, and in the left ones — for the
greatest sagittal diameter. The height of caput humeri illustrates the slightest differ-
ences on both sides.

Correlations between anthropometric features of cavitas glenoidalis and caput hu-
meri are presented in Table 2, Table 3, Table 4 and Table 5. The correlation matrices of
both sexes show that most of the correlation coefficients are statistically significant, as
the significance level in majority of the dependences is high (P < 0,01). The results of
the comparative analysis of the dependences between the investigated features in both
sexes show that only positive correlations are available among the statistically signifi-
cant dependences.

Table 2. Significance, direction and degree of the correlations between anthropometric features of
right male scapulae and humeri

Features
LCG
BCG
DCG
GTDCH
GSDCH
HCH

ligh and very high degrees * P<0.05; ** P<0.01

Table 3. Significance, direction and degree of the correlations between anthropometric features of
left male scapulae and humeri

Features LCG BCG DCG GTDCH GSDCH HCH
LCG 1
BCG 1
DCG
GTDCH
GSDCH 1
HCH 1
d d e * P<0.05; ** P<0.01
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Table 4. Significance, direction and degree of the correlations between anthropometric features of
right female scapulae and humeri

Features LCG BCG DCG GTDCH GSDCH HCH
LCG 1
BCG 1
DCG 1 0.21%* 0.15
GTDCH 1
GSDCH 1
HCH

1

l High and very high degrees * P<0.05; ** P<0.01

Table 5. Significance, direction and degree of the correlations between anthropometric features of
left female scapulae and humeri

Features LCG BCG DCG GTDCH | GSDCH HCH
LCG 1

BCG 1

DCG 1
GTDCH )3
GSDCH 1

HCH 1

] High and very high degrees * P<0.05; ** P<0.01

The features of cavitas glenoidalis in both sexes correlate with each other pre-
dominantly of a moderate degree. The relationship between the breadth and depth of
cavitas glenoidalis in the male scapulae is an exception and the degree is “low” on the
both sides. A different degree is also found in the relationship between the length and
breadth of cavitas glenoidalis in the right female scapulae, but it is “high”. According
to Bukov et al. [1], the length and breadth of cavitas glenoidalis correlate of a high de-
gree, and the dependences between these lengthwise features and the height of cavitas
glenoidalis are of low and moderate degrees, which resembles to our results, although
they have not studied male and female scapulae separately.

The correlations between the features of caput humeri in both right and left male
humeri show that both diameters correlate of a high degree, the sagittal diameter and
the height correlate of a moderate degree and the transversal diameter and the height
— of a low degree. In the right female humeri, the sagittal diameter correlates with
the other two features of a high degree, and the transversal diameter and the height
correlate of a moderate degree. Bukov et al. [2] also established a high correlation
between both diameters of caput humeri. The correlations in the left female bones
are lower, and the transversal diameter depends on the other two features of a low
degree; the sagittal diameter and the height correlate of a moderate degree. Similar
results for correlations between features of caput humeri are reported in our previous
study, devoted to the correlations between humeral length and features of the proxi-
mal humeral end [10].
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The results obtained for the dependences between the features of cavitas glenoi-
dalis and these ones of caput humeri are the most interesting in order to be studied the
metrical relationships between these bone structures. The length and breadth of cavitas
glenoidalis and both diameters of caput humeri in male bones correlate strongly and
the degrees are “moderate” and “high”. Such degrees are observed in the right bones
of female skeletons. But in the left ones, a moderate degree is found only between the
length and breadth of cavitas glenoidalis and the sagittal diameter of caput humeri; the
correlations with the transversal diameter are of a low degree.

The length of cavitas glenoidalis and the height of caput humeri correlate with
each other comparatively poorly. The breadth of cavitas glenoidalis and the height
show slightly higher correlation coefficients, which are of a moderate degree or on the
border between the categories “low” and “moderate”.

The correlations between the depth of cavitas glenoidalis and both diameters of
caput humeri are low or very low, and only the correlation with the transversal diameter
in the male bones and this one with the sagittal diameter in the left female bones are
statistically significant. The relationship between the depth of cavitas glenoidalis and
the height of caput humeri is unexpectedly slightly, as in male bones it is even negative.
Only in the left bones of female skeletons this dependence is a bit higher and statisti-
cally significant. A possible reason for this result is that cavitas glenoidalis and caput
humeri do not fit perfectly to each other and there are many other structures (muscles,
tendons, ligaments, bursae), which take part in the shoulder joint. Cavitas glenoidalis
(with labrum glenoidale) covers only one quarter to one third of the surface of caput hu-
meri and to keep the humeral head in close contact with the cavity a number of muscles
blend with the capsule to form the rotator cuff [5].

The dimensions of cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri as well as the relation-
ships between their shapes are of great importance for the understanding of variations
in normal anatomy and they could be considered in cases of shoulder arthroplasty.

Conclusions

Cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri are larger in male skeletons. In both sexes the
right scapulae and right humeri has greater cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri re-
spectively, than the left ones.

The comparative assessment of the sexual differences shows that cavitas glenoida-
lis of male and female scapulae differ most strongly in its depth, and caput humeri — in
its diameters.

The correlation matrices show well pronounced dependences between the metri-
cal features of cavitas glenoidalis and caput humeri separately as well as between the
features of both bone structures. Nevertheless, the relationship between the depth of
cavitas glenoidalis and the height of caput humeri is the slightest one. Remarkable bi-
lateral differences are observed in the female correlation matrices and the correlations
in the left female bones are an exception to the mentioned above.
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Quadratus femoris muscle muscle is one of the muscles of the gluteal region. It takes part in the
external rotation in the hip joint. During routine dissection in the section hall of the Department of
Anatomy and Histology in Medical University — Sofia we came across a very interesting variation of
a double quadratus femoris. We saw an additional belly situated below the main belly. Two bellies
are clearly divided medially, but laterally they merged. We made series of pictures and did literature.
There are very few literature data describing variations of quadratus femoris muscle. The existing data
in the literature are concernved the fusion of adductor magnus and quadratus femoris and in other
cases the fusion of the inferior gemellus and quadratus femoris [4]. Sometimes quadratus femoris is
absent [1, 5]. It may be replaced by an unusually thick obturator internus muscle or by a large inferior
gemellus [2, 4]. Quadratus femoris muscle may be divided at its femoral insertion into two parts: one
posterior, with the normal attachment, and the other anterior, with insertion onto the intertrochanteric
crest [3].

Introduction

Quadratus femoris muscle belongs to the muscles of the gluteal region with Glutaeus
maximus, Glutaeus medius, Glutaeus minimus, Tensor fasciae latae, Piriformis,
Obturator internus, Gemellus superior, Gemellus inferior and Obturator externus. The
Quadratus femoris is a flat, quadrilateral muscle, situated between the Gemellus inferior
and the upper margin of the Adductor magnus. It is separated from the last mentioned
by the terminal branches of the medial femoral circumflex vessels. The Quadratus
femoris starts from the upper part of the external border of the ischial tuberosity, and
is inserted into the quadrate tubercle on the intertrochanteric crest and into the upper
part of the quadrate line. A small bursa is often found between the front of this muscle
and the lesser trochanter. The Quadratus femoris is supplied by the last lumbar and first
sacral nerves. This muscle takes part in the external rotation in the hip joint. In some
cases the muscle is absent.
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Material and Methods

During routine dissection in February 2013 in the section hall of the Department of
Anatomy and Histology in Medical University — Sofia we came across a very interesting
variation of a double quadratus femoris. The quadratus femoris that presented
anatomical variations was photographed using a Nikon Coolpix 995 camera with a 3,34
Megapixels. We made series of pictures and did literature.

Results

Fig. 1. The presence of an additional belly of Fig. 2. The additional belly of quadratus femo-
quadratus femoris muscle situated immediately ris muscle started from ischial tuberosity and
below to the main belly merged with the main belly

Fig. 3. Two bellies of quadratus femoris were
clearly divided and their medial part was cov-
ered by the sciatic nerve.
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Conclusion

We find very few literature data describing variations of quadratus femoris muscle.
It is interesting to mention that existing data in the literature concerning the fusion of
adductor magnus and quadratus femoris and in other cases the fusion of the inferior
gemellus and quadratus femoris [4]. Sometimes quadratus femoris is absent [1, 5] or
replaced by an unusually thick obturator internus muscle or by a large inferior gemellus
[2, 4]. Quadratus femoris muscle may be divided at its femoral insertion into two parts:
one posterior, with the normal attachment, and the other anterior, with insertion onto the
intertrochanteric crest [3].

In our case the additional belly is clearly divided from the main belly medially,
but laterally two bellies are merged. On the other hand this additional belly could be
considered as the part of adductor magnus muscle, irrespective of the above mentioned
fact, that two bellies of quadratus femoris were clearly separated. That should be
considered when performing a surgery in the gluteal area especially with rear access to
the capsule of the hip joint.
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Geographic variation in the incidence of cause unknown multiple sclerosis (MS) supports the pro-
bability that environmental factors are involved in the etiology. Vitamin D inhibits the development of
autoimmune diseases such as diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, lupus and multiple sclerosis. Vitamin D for
humans is obtained from sun exposure, food and supplements. Preliminary evidence suggests that per-
sons with high circulating levels of vitamin D are at lower risk of MS, thus, vitamin D supplementation
may reduce the risk of developing MS, also may reduce the relapse rate among patients with relapsing-
remitting MS. The results of previous studies suggested that MS risk is related to vitamin D status at dif-
ferent ages, possibly starting in utero and extending through early childhood, adolescence and adult life.
Independent data may argue for potential additional mechanisms associated with a 25-OH-D decrease
immediately prior to disease manifestation. Here are referred evidence for the relationship between sun
exposure, vitamin D, and the data of MRI in patients with multiple sclerosis.

Key words: vitamin D, vitamin D deficiency, multiple sclerosis

Vitamin D was named in 1922 by American biochemist Elmer McCollum (1879-1967),
who performed experiments to understand the contents of fish liver oil. It was named
“D” because it was the fourth substance he identified.

Vitamin D is a group of fat-soluble secosteroids responsible for enhancing intes-
tinal absorption of calcium and phosphorus in our bones and aid in cell to cell commu-
nication throughout the body. Five forms of vitamin D have been discovered, vitamin
D, — D,. In humans, the most important compounds in this group are vitamin D, (also
known as cholecalciferol) and vitamin D, (ergocalciferol). Cholecalciferol and ergoc-
alciferol can be ingested from the diet and from supplements [14]. The body can also
synthesize vitamin D (specifically cholecalciferol) in the skin, from cholesterol, when
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sun exposure is adequate (hence its nickname the “sunshine vitamin™) [3]. Vitamin D; is
made in the skin when 7-dehydrocholesterol reacts with ultraviolet light at 270-300 nm
wavelengths - peak vitamin D, production occurs between 295-297 nm. It is only when
the UV index is greater than 3 that these UVB wavelengths are present. Frequent ex-
posure of the skin to sunlight promotes sufficient vitamin D synthesis without the need
for supplements, however, adults who have darker skin pigmentation or frequently wear
sun protection during outdoor activities are often vitamin D deficient.

Vitamin D deficiency is prevalent in infants who are solely breastfed and who do
not receive vitamin D supplementation and in adults of all ages who have increased
skin pigmentation or who always wear sun protection or limit their outdoor activities.
Vitamin D deficiency is often misdiagnosed as fibromyalgia. A new dietary source of
vitamin D is orange juice fortified with vitamin D. The recommended adequate intakes
vitamin D in the absence of exposure to sunlight is a minimum of 1000 TU vitamin D/d
to maintain a healthy concentration of 25(OH) D in the blood [9].

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an immune-mediated inflammatory disease that attacks
myelinated axons in the central nervous system (CNS), destroying the myelin and the
axon in variable degrees [6,13,17]. MS is considered to be multifactorial with an au-
toimmune component. There is growing evidence suggesting that hormones can affect
and be affected by the immune system [5]. The hypothesis that there was insufficient
vitamin D in the body, as a risk factor for developing MS, formed and developed for
over 50 years [1]. Further experimental, epidemiological and genetic studies showed
that the mediator between sunlight and immune system is likely to be vitamin D [2,8].

Low levels of vitamin D are associated with multiple sclerosis. Supplementation
with vitamin D may have a protective effect, but there are uncertainties and unanswered
questions. “The reasons why vitamin D deficiency is thought to be a risk factor for MS
are as follows: I - MS frequency increases with increasing latitude, which is strongly in-
versely correlated with duration and intensity of UVB from sunlight and vitamin D con-
centrations; II - prevalence of MS is lower than expected at high latitudes in populations
with high consumption of vitamin-D-rich fatty fish; III - MS risk seems to decrease with
migration from high to low latitudes.” A clinical trial sponsored by Charite University
in Berlin, Germany, was begun in 2011, with the goal of examining the efficacy, safety,
and tolerability of vitamin D in the treatment of multiple sclerosis [2, 15, 16].

According to modern concepts, hormones such as prolactin and vitamin D, and
more recently identified ones, such as leptin and gherlin, may be used to modulate the
immune response and may also influence the course of MS [5]. The influence the course
of MS has been a matter of controversy for a long time.

Results from epidemiological and clinical studies clearly suggest that changes in
vitamin D serum concentrations are correlated with the magnitude of the risk of deve-
loping MS, the phases of relapsing-remitting MS and with gender differences in vitamin
D metabolism. Experimental and clinical studies also have established that 25-hydroxy
vitamin D (25(OH)D) and 1,25-dihydroxy vitamin D (1,25(0OH)2D) exert an immu-
nomodulatory effect in the CNS and peripheral organs of the immune system [18].

Issues that are discussed include the vitamin D serum concentration needed to sup-
press the aberrant immune response in MS patients; a subgroup of MS patients suitable
for vitamin D treatment, the vitamin D being applied in optimally effective and safe
dosage.

The majority of MS patients are deficient in vitamin D in the blood serum or fai-
lure of its consumption. It is also noted that during exacerbations of MS, vitamin D
concentration in the blood is lower than during remission and exacerbation severity is
inversely proportional to it. Furthermore, studies have shown that during the months of
low irradiation, the number of multiple sclerosis exacerbation increases.
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In animal experiments it was shown that calciferol is able to prevent the deve-
lopment of acute autoimmune encephalomyelitis (AAE - MS model), and reduces the
severity of the clinical manifestations of the introduction to the advanced stage of the
disease. UV irradiation and also the introduction of cholecalciferol is largely prevented
the development of the AAE. In vitro studies have also shown that the protective ef-
fects of vitamin D appears to relate to the stimulation of cells that produce IL-10 (anti-
inflammatory agent), reduction in the number of cells secreting interleukins 6 and 17 (a
substance activating inflammation) and with increasing amounts of regulatory T cells
(regulate the inflammation process) [2].

A study, participants were more than 7 million Americans, was conducted in the
United States. It showed that the level of vitamin D in the blood at least 99.2 nmol/L
reduces the risk of developing MS by 62 %, compared to individuals, having concentra-
tion of serum vitamin D less than 63.2 nmol/L. At the same time, this study showed that
the concentration of vitamin D in the blood serum of healthy young people of the white
race is an important risk factor for the development of their MS, regardless of place
of birth and latitude of residence [2]. Professor G. Ebers said, “There is absolutely no
problem with taking vitamin D up to 4000 IU/day.” [10].

Although no significant association between high-dose vitamin D treatment and
risk of MS relapses was found, the studies were limited by several methodological
limitations [12]. Further larger, more prolonged studies are merited. Any randomized
controlled trial assessing the effect on the relative risk of relapse of any formulation or
dose of vitamin D, in participants with MS, was eligible [12].

Disease occurrence and progression are considered by some to be associated with
low serum levels of vitamin D. Studies investigating vitamin D supplementation in MS
patients have illustrated a noticeable improvement in the course of the disease [11].

Until recently, there has been a paucity of data from randomized controlled trials
to establish clear cut beneficial effects of vitamin D supplementation during pregnancy.
An overview of vitamin metabolism, states of deficiency, and the results of recent clini-
cal trials conducted in the U.S. are presented with an emphasis on what is known and
what questions remain to be answered [19].

Prior research evaluated the role of vitamin D deficiency as a risk factor for deve-
lopment of MS and as a modifier of its clinical course as well as of common symptoms
of patients with MS, such as pain and depression. The interaction between IFN-f and
vitamin D in terms of their combined efficacy was also previously studied both clini-
cally and in an animal model, with yet conflicting results [7].

The present randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled trial, though modest in
its sample size, did not detect beneficial effects of vitamin D supplementation on IFN-f
-related Flu-like symptoms in patients with MS, but did provide support to its immu-
nomodulatory properties. Vitamin D appears to influence IL-17 secretion in IFN-f
-treated patients in a dose dependent manner. While serum [L-17 was significantly in-
creased after low dose vitamin D treatment, heterogeneous responses were noted after
high dose vitamin D [7].

The findings are in-line with a series of clinical trials of vitamin D supplementation
for patients with MS, which generally did not show added benefit in terms of clinical
efficacy, but did show clues for improvement in markers of inflammation and related
MRI findings, beyond the reported effects on disease prevention. Further large scale
trials and meta-analyses of available data are needed to elucidate the role of vitamin
D for immunocompetence and as part of the treatment armature of immune-mediated
diseases as MS [7].

In a study involving 200,000 women, who for 30 years were under observation,
it was shown that increased levels of vitamin D in serum are associated with a reduced
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risk of multiple sclerosis. In women who took a daily dose of 10 mg vitamin D or more,
the risk of MS decreased by 42%. Norwegian scientists have demonstrated that regular
(more than three times per week) use of marine fish reduces the risk of MS in young
people living in the Arctic Circle (high-risk zone MS).

As Zivadinov said “Sun exposure may have direct effects on MRI measures of
neurodegeneration in MS, independently of vitamin D.” [20].

For healthy individuals, serum vitamin D concentrations of 50-125 nmol/L (20-50
ng/mL) are generally considered adequate for bone and overall health, according to the
Institute of Medicine. Serum vitamin D concentrations of 75-100 nmol/L (30-40 ng/
mL) have been proposed as optimal for patients with MS. Achieving these levels may
require the use of supplemental vitamin D in doses up to 3000 1U daily; maintaining
these levels appears to require doses of 500 to 800 IU daily. The safety and effectiveness
of vitamin D supplementation among patients with MS remains unclear [13].

The primary objective of the Golan’s study was to test whether vitamin D sup-
plementation may ameliorate IFN-B-induced Flu-like symptoms. Secondary objectives
were to evaluate the safety and tolerability of vitamin D in two different regimens, to
determine the extent it influences serum 25-OH-D and to assess the effect of vitamin D
supplementation on IFN-B- treatment efficacy, determined by relapse rate and EDSS,
as well as on the serum levels of cytokines associated with immune-mediated diseases
such: IL17, IFN y and IL-10, proposed to be associated with MS disease fluctuating
activity [4,7].

Higher 25-OH-D serum levels were reported with lower risk to develop MS later
in life. Likewise, prior to first clinical disease manifestation was associated with an
increased risk for MS. The aim was to investigate both 25-OH-D serum levels and Im-
munoglobulin G (IgG) response against Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) before the first clini-
cal MS manifestation in individuals who had donated blood prior to disease onset [4].

In some studies when considering vitamin D as a key environmental factors were
not taken into account or excluded the effect of other proven risk factors (infection
with the EBYV, smoking) [2]. In the study of insolation is important to remember that
the relationship between the amount of vitamin D formed and the level of insolation
is not direct, it contribute to the presence of clothing, use of sunscreens, skin type and
color, as well as the time of day. In addition, there are indications that the insolation
has independent immunomodulatory effect of vitamin D. Thus further studies on pos-
sible interactions between different environmental factors and these factors’ role in the
disease pathogenesis are justified and necessary.

In conclusion, low vitamin D may be associated with clinical MS breakthrough
within 2-3 years [4].

Therefore, until further high quality evidence is available, clinicians may wish
to consider relevant MS guidelines on vitamin D supplementation when making deci-
sions about the care of people with multiple sclerosis [11]. Adequately powered, multi-
centre trial with a focus on clinical as well as immunological and MRI outcomes that
are meaningful to people with MS, and are able to provide insight into the benefits of
vitamin D in people with MS, are still required.
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Aminopeptidase A is an ectoenzyme, widely expressed in mammals and humans. It performs important
physiological functions. One of these functions is to play a role in the control of blood pressure by con-
verting angiotensin II to angiotensin III in the brain. Aminopeptidase A is involved in development of
preeclampsia during pregnancy. It is expressed in many malignant neoplastic lesions and can serve as a
biomarker for neoangiogenesis. The aim of the present review is to summarize the existing data about
aminopeptidase A and its role for different diseases.
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Name and mammalian tissue distribution

Aminopeptidase A (APA, EC 3.4.11.7) was first identified in rat and guinea pig
kidney sections where the enzyme catalyzes the hydrolysis of N-(a-L-glutamyl)--
naphthylamide [7]. Subsequently, the enzyme was found to hydrolyze N-terminal
aspartyl residues and was named Aminopeptidase A [7]. Since a-L-glytamyl deriva-
tives are more efficiently hydrolyzed than are a-L-aspartyl derivatives, the enzyme is
named glutamyl aminopeptidase, too. Different substrates had been used to determine
the activity of Aminopeptidase A in preparations from different sources. That is why
the enzyme has a lot of names - aspartate aminopeptidase, angiotensinase A, Ca?'-
activated glutamate aminopeptidase, membrane aminopeptidase II and the BP-1/6C3
antigen [22].

Tissue distribution of APA had been revealed by using immunohistochemistry
[12]. In mammals, the highest APA levels had been detected in the intestinal brush
border and kidney proximal tubules [27]. In the brain, APA is localized primarily in
microvascular elements, the choroid plexus, and the ependymal lining [8]. The enzyme
is expressed also in the capillary endothelium of all the studied organs.
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Structure and regulation

APA is a membrane-bound zinc metallopeptidase [S]. The enzyme cleaves specifically
the N-terminal glutamyl or aspartyl residues from peptide substrates, such as angiotensin
IT and cholecystokinin-8 [25]. The pH optimum of APA depends on the source and the
peptide substrate and varies in the interval 7.0-8.0 [22]. The enzyme is composed of a
small N-terminal cytoplasmic domain (17 residues), a 22-residue transmembrane domain
and a large extracellular C-terminal domain that contains the active site [30]. Its activity is
modulated by calcium ions. In the molecule of APA Ca*'-binding site is situated in the im-
mediate vicinity to the catalytic Zn** [33] to allow the correct orientation of the substrate
in the enzyme active center. APA is sensitive to inhibition by metal chelating agents [4]
and is completely inhibited by transitional metal ions such as Zn?**, Ni**, Cu®*, Hg?* and
Cd*[22]. EC33 [(S)-3-amino-4-mercapto-butyl sulfonic acid] is a specific and selective
inhibitor of APA. In vivo experiments of APA inhibition are usually made using RB150
— a dimmer of EC33 generated by creating a disulfide bond [2]. In contrast to EC33, this
substance is able to cross the blood brain barrier. In the brain, disulfide bridge is degraded
by reductases to release two molecules EC33, effectively inhibiting APA.

Aminopeptidase A in T and B cell development

APA is expressed on the pre-B and immature B cells [13]. The enzyme is also present
on bone marrow-derived stromal cells and cortical epithelial cells of the thymus. A
mouse model of BP-1 deficiency had been used to explore the physiologic role of APA
in T- and B- cells maturation [13]. Those cells development appeared to be normal sug-
gesting that APA is not essential for this process, possibly because the APA deficiency
is compensated by other peptidases [22].

Regulation of blood pressure

APA as a therapeutic target for hypertension

APA is present in several brain nuclei containing nerve terminals and AT1 receptors
involved in blood pressure regulation [14]. Those data suggest that the enzyme is an
integral component of the brain RAS in humans and rodents and plays a role in blood
pressure regulation [16]. Many experiments show that in both central and peripheral
RAS APA is responsible for the conversion of angiotensin II (Angll) to angiotensin Il
(Anglll). Both Angll and III possess a similar affinity to AT1 receptors [31]. Angll is a
principal effector peptide of RAS, which induces vasoconstriction and increases sodium
and water retention leading to an increase in blood pressure [16]. Anglll exerts a tonic
stimulation and affects the control of blood pressure [23]. Whereas Angll and Anglll
are believed to be of almost equivalent importance in the maintenance of central blood
pressure, Angll is the most important peripheral agonist acting on AT1 receptors [18].
Overacting of RAS is responsible for the development of hypertension [23]. Thus,
spontaneously hypertensive rats exhibit RAS hyperactivity and a significantly higher
APA activity than normotensive rats, suggesting the enzyme contribution to increased
blood pressure [34]. Intracerebroventricular (i.c.v.) injection of APA specific inhibitor
EC33 in rats, leads to a decrease in blood pressure and activates the degradation of brain
Angll by other peptidases (angiotensin-converting enzyme 2, endopeptidases or others)
leading to a formation of peptides, inactive to AT1 receptors [9]. On the other hand,
APA infusion by i.c.v. results in a significant increase in blood pressure [32]. Those ex-
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periments confirm the leading role of Anglll and the enzyme generating it (APA) in the
regulation of central blood pressure [23]. According to the above studies, APA which
generates Anglll may be considered a potential therapeutic target for the treatment of
hypertension. The enzyme specific inhibitors are currently tested with a view to a pos-
sible clinical use [14].

On the other hand, APA-deficient mice are known to develop a mild hypertension
[18]. It has been speculated that the total absence of APA during fetal and adult life may
induce compensatory mechanisms of yet unknown nature for blood pressure regulation
resulting in a slight hypertensive effect [14].

Role of APA in preeclampsia

The human fetus produces bioactive peptides such as oxytocin and vasopressin, as well
as angiotensin I [21]. These peptides are highly uterotonic and vasoactive [17] and their
secretion increases alongside with the fetus growth or under the action of stress factors.
The peptides have low-molecular weight, so they can pass through the fetoplacental unit
and affect the maternal organism [17]. It is believed that preeclampsia — a hypertensive
disorder during pregnancy is caused by an overproduction of Angll in the fetus due to a
failure in APA production and/or activation, since APA is the main enzyme responsible for
degradation of Angll [16]. The high levels of AnglI in fetus result in an increase in Angll
concentration in maternal serum as well, and a subsequent raise in blood pressure. The
experiments show that before and immediately after development of preeclampsia APA
levels in maternal blood serum are substantially increased pointing out at a response to
counter Angll increase [19]. The main goal of the treatment of preeclampsia is to decrease
only maternal blood pressure without affecting the fetus. APA has a molecular weight of
109 kDa and does not cross the placental barrier [ 18]. In this respect, APA is an important
candidate for the treatment of preeclampsia by its infusion in maternal organism.

APA and local renin-angiotensin systems

The renin-angiotensin systems are two types — systemic and local [11]. The systemic
RAS regulates blood pressure, electrolyte and fluid homeostasis. The local RASs play
autocrine, paracrine and intracrine physiological roles. These local RASs have been found
in a lot of organ systems such as pancreas, heart, kidney, vasculature and adipose tissue,
nervous, reproductive and digestive systems [11]. APA is a part of RAS. In the pancreas,
the local RAS plays an important role in regulating local blood flow, control the secretion
of digestive enzymes, glucose — stimulated insulin release, etc. [11]. Studies show that the
pancreatic RAS components are responsive to various stimuli, including hypoxia, pan-
creatitis, hyperglycaemia, diabetes mellitus type 2, and pancreatic cancer [11]. The role of
APA in those pathological conditions remains to be evaluated in the future.

Participation of aminopeptidase A
in angiogenesis and tumorigenesis

Neovascularization consists of vasculogenesis and angiogenesis. Vasculogenesis is a
process of formation of new capillaries from angioblasts and angiogenesis is a develop-
ment of pre-existing vessels [24]. Angiogenesis is a result from a complex of interac-
tions between vascular cells and cells from the surrounding environment [28]. Angio-
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genic vasculature is a target for therapy in cancer [29]. Aminopeptidase A is expressed
in blood vessels from several types of human tumors and is undetectable or barely
detectable in normal vasculature [15]. Studies show that APA - deficient mice have a
decreased neovascularization. Treatment of mice who have tumors with APA — inhibi-
tors shows reduction of tumor growth [15].

Aminopeptidase A is expressed in neoplastic lesions of the uterine cervix and its
expression is upregulated as the lesion progresses from cervical intraepithelial neo-
plasm toward invasive squamous cell carcinomas [26]. Studies show that APA may
play a promoting role in neoplastic transformation and disease progression in cervical
neoplasm [6]. Immunohistochemical studies show that APA is strongly expressed at the
invasive front of the tumor lesions [26]. These findings support the fact that tumor—
stromal interaction is essential for the expression of aminopeptidases, including APA in
these types of tumors. In other kinds of tumors like Angiotensin II-mediated cervical
cancer, overexpression of APA reduces the invasive potential[26]. That is so because
Angiotensin Il is not only a vasoconstrictor but it is also a growth factor that stimulates
cell migration and invasiveness of some kinds of tumors[20].

APA is normally expressed in the brush-border membrane of renal tubules where
it takes part in the luminal hydrolisis of polypeptides. Recent studies show that APA is
over-expressed in clear cell renal cell carcinoma patients. However, the enzyme activity
measured biochemically, is lower in comparison to the normal renal tissue [29]. This
discrepancy could be explained either by inhibition of catalytic activity throughout the
action of yet unknown cellular factors or by point mutation in the zinc binding motit
of the protein. Obviously, APAis involved in pathogenesis of renal cancer. although the
mechanism of this involvement remains to be elucidated in future studies [29].

Aminopeptidase A is expressed in human malignant gliomas and metastatic car-
cinomas in the brain [15]. The enzyme is overexpressed in perivascular cells and it is
enzymatically active. APA may play a role in several functions such as secretion of
growth factors, modulation of the extracellular matrix and regulation of vascular per-
meability [15].

The expression of aminopeptidase A has been detected in other kinds of tumors.
Studies show that benign prostatic stroma exhibit no APA expression, but stromal cells
surrounding prostatic carcinoma cells demonstrate an increased APA expression [3].

Fibroblasts are heterogencous group of structural cells whose function is to pro-
duce all the precursors for extracellular matrix [1]. They take part in maintaining and
repairing the normal tissue. They also synthesize and respond to a lot of cytokines and

A

Fig. 1 Cytochemical demonstration of APA activity using a novel fluo-
rescent method. Low enzyme activity in normal mouse fibroblasts (A); a
substantially higher APA activity in mouse fibrosarcoma cells (B). 400x
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mediators and are involved in the process of inflammation and healing [1]. Fibroblasts
participate in tumorigenesis as they stimulate premalignant and malignant epithelial
cells to proliferate and to form tumors in mice [10].

Recently, we examined the expression of APA in normal fibroblasts and in fibro-
blasts from mouse fibroblastoma using enzyme histochemistry. The results showed that
in normal fibroblasts APA was weakly expressed but in fibroblasts from fibrosarcoma
APA was visibly more active (Fig. 1).

In view of these preliminary results, it seems possible that the enzyme is involved
in the regulation of malignant stromae fibroblasts. Since fibroblasts are the main cell type
in all kinds of solid tumor stromae, it would be valuable to continue the above studies in
order to elucidate the enzyme participation in the formation of tumor microenvironment.

In conclusion, APA activity is important for tumorigenesis. The enzyme role in
different types of tumors deserves to be studied in order to establish its diagnostic and/
or prognostic value.
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