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Anthropological data of archive materials from 1943-44, collected by G. Markov, a student of acad. M. 
Popov in Middle North Bulgaria are processed and analyzed. They include of 284 men – 238 Bulgarians, 
23 Turks and 23 so-called Lovchanski Pomaks. The analysis showed significant differences between the 
three ethnic groups and between the local groups of Bulgarians themselves. Migrations from Southern 
Bulgaria and from Northwestern Bulgaria, as also in the Middle North Bulgaria itself have been traced. 
Sharp social urban-rural differences in height have been found. The results of the study are an interesting 
testimony of centuries of demographic and processes in Middle North Bulgaria. 
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Introduction

National wide ethnoanthropological surveys have been conducted in Bulgaria – of acad. 
Stefan Vatev around 1899, of acad. Methody Popov at 1938-43, of Aris Poulianos at 
1963 and the National Anthropological Program at 1989-1993 [11, 12, 16, 17]. Their 
results show that the anthropological structure of the present Bulgarian population is 
very heterogeneous in territorial aspect. Unfortunately, the results of these studies are 
published only at national and regional level. Only few data are published on local level 
[11, 16]. The survey of Krum Dronchilov [2] perhaps the best exact and best known 
outside Bulgaria, presents anthropological data on local level, but does not cover the 
territory of Middle North Bulgaria. The materials of the extensive local anthropological 
studies of Peter Boev, Luchia Kavgazova and their collaborators, collected during 
the 1970s and 1980s are only partly published and also do not cover the territory of 
Middle North Bulgaria [4, 5, 6]. Resent review and analysis of some incomplete data of 
Methody Popov study also support the idea that more attention to the investigation of 
the anthropology of local Bulgarian populations should be paid [14].
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