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Abstract

Urothelial carcinomas are the most common type of bladder tumors. They are the subject of a number of 
invasive and surgical interventions with a diagnostic and / or therapeutic purpose. In most cases their di-
agnosis is not a problem for the pathologist but there are also those when histological judgment is difficult 
and an immunohistochemical investigation is required. It may be useful in determining tumors with low 
differentiation, in situ carcinomas, in differential diagnosis, and assessment of invasion in order to correct 
staging and grading of the neoplasm.
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Introduction 

Urothelial tumors represent 80% of bladder tumors. The most common malignances 
among them are carcinomas [2]. Diagnosis of urothelial carcinomas (UC) does not 
require immunohistochemical (IHC) investigation. But in everyday practice there are 
cases that demand such investigation and pathologist needs to be able to interpret the 
result accurately in order to make the correct diagnosis. 

In the past years IHC become a routine method in the pathology units. It is used 
in differential diagnosis of many tumours. In other cases histopathological diagnoses 
are considered as incomplete if there is no phenotypic assessment of the morphologi-
cal type of the neoplasm. This is important for lung and breast cancers in relation with 

Admin-PC
Rectangle

Admin-PC
Rectangle




