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Human anatomy is a fundamental subject of medical curriculum. Teaching normality is not always easy 
and persuasive, especially when variations appear in gross anatomy lab. The knowledge of the ‘full’ ana-
tomy though neglected and is important for the future practice of the undergraduates from first and second 
year. In an unforced study we describe a number of varieties on upper limbs found during limb dissection in 
the first semester at anatomy department. Two out of ten limbs showed unusual pattern of an artery, a nerve 
and a muscle. The first case was an upper limb with a superficial ulnar artery in the forearm. In the second 
case a third head of biceps brachii muscle coexists associated to communication of musculocutaneous with 
median nerve. The morphological features and the prevalence of these cases are presented, besides the 
discussion of its clinical significance.
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Introduction
It is known that anatomy is an ancient science. It is not only part of the base and the 
beginning of the medicine but it comes before it in searching the knowledge of human 
morphology [11]. The Latin word normalis means conforming to the rule or pattern. 
Norma is the Latin name for a carpenter’s square; it is used in descriptive anatomy to 
indicate the standard or normal appearance of a structure [9]. In anatomy, normal are 
the structures which are most common but not infrequently there are others called vari-
ations which are less common but not considered abnormal. Variations ranging from 
subtle to remarkable change the anatomy of the known human body. They may have 
important influences on predisposition to illness, symptomatology, clinical examination 
and investigation, and patient management including operative surgery. Though most 
of university students should have been familiar with the variabilities met in human 
morphology from the early stage of their study many of them approach their anatomy 
studies in expectation that all human beings should be identical [21].

The studies in the field of human anatomy variations reveal that there is difference 
in their frequency by system. Most usual are the vascular variations followed by muscu-
lar and least are those of viscera and nervous system [2, 11]. Usually the ulnar artery is 
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