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Periungual Pilomatrixoma – a Case with Very Rare 
Localization
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A 54-year-old woman with a slowly growing periungual tumor mass, pathologically verified as piloma-
trixoma, is described. A multi-aspect overview of the clinical, diagnostic, and therapeutic features of this 
hair matrix-derived benign neoplasm are presented to accentuate the importance of a proper clinico-patho-
logical approach and raise the suspicion index, even on such an anecdotally rare predilection.
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Introduction
Pilomatrixomas are subcutaneous benign neoplasms of hair matrix origin, usually local-
ized on face, neck, and upper extremities [15]. The versatile morphology and unusual 
clinical appearance, as well as the low prevalence, extremely deteriorates the diagnostic 
verification of the tumor, challenging even the most experienced clinicians. 

Herein, a very rare periungual localization of pilomatrixoma is presented. 

Case report
A 54-year-old Caucasean woman with a three-year history of slowly enlarging flesh 
coloured mass on the lateral margin of the left upper thumb is presented. She did not 
recall traumatic impact or any pre-existing nail abnormality. Keratolytic and anti-my-
cotic topical agents proved ineffective. Physical examination showed an oval tumor 
with firm consistency and a diameter of 7mm, with no change of the overlying skin. 
The presumptive clinical differential diagnosis included a myxoid cyst, ossifying he-
matoma, fibroxanthoma, glomangioma, and foreign-body granuloma. X-ray analysis 
showed microcalcifications in the subcutaneous mass. Surgical excision with histologi-
cal examination was performed. The pathological picture revealed a well-circumscribed 
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