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National Anthropological Museum is a scientific, educational and cultural institution that presented 
anthropological studies of the Bulgarian population and the people who inhabited the Bulgarian lands in 
the past. These results known to a limited circle of specialists were not available to the general public. 
The creation of the permanent exhibition and the subsequent opening of the National Anthropological 
Museum on March 21 2007, contributing to the promotion of anthropological knowledge. Amid the data 
for the historic and cultural development and religious beliefs in different eras are presented physical 
types of people, knowledge about illnesses and injuries that have left marks on the bones, and medical 
and ritual influence on them. The museum is the youngest in the structure of BAS and it is an integral 
part of the Institute of Experimental Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology.

On March 21 2017 is the tenth anniversary of the opening of the permanent exhibi-
tion of the National Anthropological Museum. Designed to promote anthropological 
research in Bulgaria, the museum has become a center of attraction for those seeking 
answers to questions such as “Who are we?”, “Where did we come from” and “What 
happens to us?”

The beginning of the museum is associated with the creation of a traveling exhibi-
tion “Man in the Past” at the Institute of Experimental Morphology and Anthropology 
(now the Institute of Experimental Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology), BAS re-
alized by corresponding member of BAS prof. Yordan Yordanov. The interest shown by 
various groups of Bulgarian society as well by foreign experts and visitors of Bulgaria 
is a reason to proceed with the establishment of the National Anthropological Museum 
as a separate structure to IEMPAM, BAS.

The museum exposition is built in compliance with the two main principles in 
museology: the thematic and the chronological. At the same time it is in connection 
to the main exposition material - human bone remains found during archaeological 
excavations of necropolises, shrines, temples and settlements from the corresponding 
historical periods studied in the territory of modern Bulgaria [1].

Since its opening in 2007, ten years already, a team at the National Anthropologi-
cal Museum, has been working in several directions. The first goal has been to make 
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