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The skeletal dysplasias are a large heterogeneous group of disorders characterized by generalized abnor-
malities of the skeleton. The severity of skeletal dysplasias ranged from individuals with normal stature 
and survival but early-onset osteoarthrosis to perinatal lethality. This study aimed to investigate bone 
remains with obvious skeletal abnormalities and to make a differential diagnosis. The remains belonged 
to a young male individual preserved in the Military Mausoleum with Ossuary, National Museum of 
Military History (Sofia, Bulgaria). It was established that the abnormalities were due to skeletal dyspla-
sia with increased bone density and craniometadiaphyseal dysplasia, wormian bone type was suspected 
as a probable diagnosis. The individual was fit for service, which suggests a normal stature and mental 
development without severe malformations. 
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Introduction

The skeletal dyspasias, or osteochondrodysplasias, are a large heterogeneous group of 
disorders characterized by generalized abnormalities of the skeleton. A chromosomal 
classification of the skeletal dysplasias is in elaboration, but traditionally they are clas-
sified by parts of the skeleton which are involved [15]. Each dysplasia is rare, but the 
overall birth incidence is estimated to be 1/5000 live births [1]. The most frequent clini-
cal implication is a disproportionate short stature, but it is not uniformly present. The 
severity of skeletal dysplasias ranged from individuals with normal stature and survival 
but early-onset osteoarthrosis to perinatal lethality. These disorders can be associated 
with a variety of orthopedic, neurologic, auditory, visual, pulmonary, cardiac, renal, and 
psychological complications [8]. Most skeletal dysplasias are associated with normal 
intellectual development, but there are exceptions to this rule [15].

Differential diagnosis of the skeletal dysplasias required radiographs and complete 
skeletal survey as well as assessment of the size, structure, and shape of the individual 
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