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Dr. Jonas Uro Basanavichius – Regular Member 
of the Bulgarian Literary Society and Founder 
of Anthropological Researches in Bulgaria
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In the early period immediately after the Liberation of Bulgaria, a number of foreign representatives 
of different branches of science – medical doctors, archaeologists, historians, humanitarians, who re-
side in different time periods in Bulgaria, contributed to Bulgarian scientific and cultural development. 
Between them shines particularly the name of the great son of Lithuania, Dr. Jonas Uro Basanavichius 
(Basanavičius) (23 November 1851 – 16 February 1927) – physician, scholar encyclopaedist, politi-
cian. With brief interruption he spends 25 years of his life in Bulgaria. He has huge contributions to the 
development of health and medical science in Bulgaria. He published scientific papers on Archaeology, 
ethnography and linguistics of Bulgaria. With his fundamental work “Materials for sanitary ethnography 
of Bulgaria. I. Lom County /1880-1889/”, Dr. Basanavichius became founder of the first established 
representative anthropological study of the population in Bulgaria.
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Dr. Jonas Uro Basanavichius graduated from Medical Faculty of the Imperial Mos-
cow University (1879) [1, 2, 10]. On January 24, 1880 arrived in Bulgaria [10]. On 
February 7, 1880 began working as a county doctor and as the chief physician of the 
hospital in Lom. For a short time he significantly enhanced the work of the hospital. 
His first concern was to attract local people to be treated it the hospital, because dur-
ing this time the people believed that one must be going in the hospital, just to die [1, 
10]. Due to political intrigues in May 1882 he  left Bulgaria for almost two years. In 
this period he specialized medicine in Prague and Vienna. In 1884 hе got married in 
Prague  to Eleonora Gabriela Mohl – a German woman from Bohemia [10]. In 1884 
he returned  to Bulgaria with his wife [10]. Dr. Basanavichius was appointed county 
physician and head of the hospital in the town of Elena. And there he used to make 
a lot of efforts to attract urban and rural population to be treated in the hospital [10]. 
In 1885 he held position of district doctor in Lom. This coincided with the Serbian-
Bulgarian War. The hospital of Lom was designed to accommodate wounded soldiers, 
whose number reached 200 people per day [7]. February 18, 1886 he became ill with 
pneumonia and fever [1, 10]. After his recovery, Dr. Basanavichius continued to per-
form his medical duties.
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