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The aim of the present study is to determine the sexual differences in the form and proportionality of the 
clavicle on the basis of its index characteristics. A total of 433 adult clavicles were investigated. Eight 
indexes were calculated on the basis of 9 clavicular measurements. The significance of the sexual dif-
ferences is determined by Student’s t-test. The index characteristics show sexual differences in the form 
and proportionality of the clavicle. Statistically significant differences are established in the indexes 
characterizing the massiveness and bending of the bone.
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Introduction

The index characteristic is an important part of the anthropometric characterization of 
the separate bones, which gives additional information about the differences in the form 
and proportionality in either sexual or bilateral aspect. 

The aim of the present study is to determine the sexual differences in the form and 
proportionality of the clavicle on the basis of its index characteristics.

Materials and Methods

The anthropological investigation was performed on osteological material from archae-
ological excavations of medieval necropolеs in the territory of Northeastern Bulgaria. 
A total of 433 clavicles (107 right and 104 left male clavicles; 115 right and 107 left 
female clavicles) were investigated. The sex and age of the individuals were previously 
determined by standard anthropological methods. Eight indexes were calculated on the 
basis of 9 clavicular measurements [2, 3]. Two of the measurements are introduced by 
the authors. The independent-sample t-test was used in order to determine the signifi-
cance of the sexual differences.
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