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The sutural bones, also known as Wormian bones, are inconstant, but of frequent occurrence. They 
are variable according to their shape and size. Wormian bones are defined as accidental or intercalated 
ossicles located in or between the cranial sutures and fontanels and have no relation to their normal os-
sification centers. The aim of this study is to compare the frequency, localization, sexual and intergroup 
differences in the Wormian bones within the coronal suture among three different cranial series. Our 
results show that the presence of Wormian bones in the coronal suture is a comparatively rare anatomi-
cal variation, but yet the most common pattern of distribution is a single Wormian bone localized in the 
C2 section. Besides, there are no significant bilateral, sexual or intergroup differences in the Wormian 
bones distribution in the coronal suture.
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Introduction
The sutural bones, also known as Wormian bones (Wbs), are named after the Danish 
anatomist Olaus Wormius, who described them in 1644. In spite of their frequent oc-
currence, they are inconstant and variable according to their shape and size. Wbs are 
defined as accidental or intercalated ossicles located in or between the cranial sutures 
and fontanels and have no relation to their normal ossification centers [9, 13]. It is estab-
lished that Wbs most commonly appear in the lambdoid suture as they can be unilateral, 
bilateral or median [4, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17]. According to some researchers the Wbs 
also display a sexual dimorphism with respect to overall incidence, number, and loca-
tion [2, 7, 14]. Therefore, the aim of our study is to compare the frequency, localization, 
sexual and intergroup differences in the Wbs within the coronal suture (CS) among 
three different cranial series. 

Materials and Methods
The study was performed by macroscopic observation of 512 adult skulls from both 
sexes. The skulls were grouped into three different series: a contemporary male series 
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